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UPDATE FROM PASTOR ANDY  

It’s funny to think that we say time moves “fast” or “slow”.  Last I checked, the second hand on the clock 
always moves at the same rate, assuming I change the batteries!  Yet there are some things that seem to fly 
by. For example, back in February when we made plans to go to North Carolina in May and have my mother’s 
burial, it seemed like it would be a long time off. Now that we’re about to head down, I’m scrambling to get 
all the needed things done. And of course, those of us old enough to have grandchildren know too well that 
children grow up in the blink of an eye. Also, there are times when time seems to drag. I sense when I get on 
the treadmill – those 40 minutes seem like days! 

Overall, though, I think we usually live in a “time moves slowly” frame of mind, because we think we have 
plenty of time in front of us. When we procrastinate, it’s because we think we can always do something later. 
We get bored and look for something to fill our time. When we’re waiting for someone, it seems that having 
to wait just one minute is an eternity. Once in a while we look back on our lives and wonder where the time 
went.  However, we usually look at time as a limitless resource, something we’ll always have more of, and 
that time always creeps along. 

Thinking about Noah, I wonder what it would have been like to have the task of building the ark. Think of all 
the years it took him to finish it. It shouldn’t surprise us. Just considering the size of the ark, that Noah didn’t 
have chain saws or pneumatic nailers, and it was likely just Noah and his sons doing the construction, it was a 
long and massive undertaking. In the midst of those decades, year by year, month by month, day by day, 
board by board, how easy would it have been to think, “is this flood really going to happen? This ark is taking 
forever to build. And the scoffing we hear each day, and evil all around us continues – it even is getting 
worse.” And then, I wonder, how often do I think the same way – “Lord, it’s taking a long time to gather in 
the full number of the elect. It’s been thousands of years, and things seem to be going from bad to worse in 
this world in the meantime.” 

Peter reminds us that those who don’t know Christ deny that there will be a judgment at all. That’s the view 
of the world, the “below the sun” perspective that has been with all humans since the fall. In 2 Peter 3:4-7 we 
read that people have said this for endless years. They say, “All things continue” – basically, don’t concern 
yourself with God making an appearance, life keeps going on today, tomorrow, and the next day. But as Peter 
says, they forget (or even suppress) the reality that the flood did come – just as God promised. And therefore, 
Christ will return – just as he promised. 

So, (to paraphrase verses 8-9) what we perceive as slowness of time is another way God demonstrates his 
grace, his patience, his kindness. He will not get “fed up” and react out of blind rage. He is patient, not willing 
for a single person whose name is written from before there was time in the book of life to be lost. And, by 
the way, he was patient in saving you and me. Moreover, he has already fixed the day that Christ will return. 
It will not take “forever” for it to get here.  The only “forever” that faces us, whom have been saved and kept 
secure in Christ, is a forever with him in a new creation, without sin, in His presence. And therefore, let’s be 
diligent in putting off sin, and putting on the new person renewed in the image of Christ. Let’s be diligent to 
worship together, encourage one another, build each other up in Christ each day – even today – knowing that 
this current life will soon enough seem as short as yesterday. One day we will look back, and say, “you know, 
that life went by in a blink of an eye – and God was gracious to me every second of it”. 

Grace and peace, 
Andy 
  



 

NEWS AND EVENTS 

LASERDOME NIGHT FOR YOUTH 
On Wednesday, May 5th after school the Youth Group will head to the Laserdome in Manheim for a great 
evening of fun and deepening their relationships with each other. Interested? Intrigued? Curious? Please talk 
with Daniel Kreider (717.334.3381). 

PLEASE REMAIN AFTER WORSHIP FOR AN ANNOUCEMENT 
We have an important shepherding announcement to make this Sunday after worship. Due to the nature of 
the announcement, we’re keeping the children in Children’s Church and nursery for a few extra minutes. 
There will be adults to watch over children older than Children’s Church (elementary age) in the Fellowship 
Hall, and Daniel will take those in Youth Group (7th-12th grade) to the youth room. Parents, we encourage you 
to take advantage of this for your children during this short announcement. Communion will move to May 
16th this month. 

HELP MOVING DANIEL AND BRIANNE TO WILLOW STREET 
We are overjoyed that Daniel and Brianne are now the owners of their new home in Willow Street! They are 
thankful also for being so much closer to us and the opportunities for ministry it will open. The Kreider’s 
could use our help moving in, though!  If you could help it would be such a blessing to them. Meet up at their 
(old) home in Centerville at 10 Weaver Road on Saturday, May 1st at 9:00 AM. With several hands it should go 
quickly – thank you in advance. 

SOLID ROCK FUNDRAISER 
Solid Rock’s annual Farm-to-Table fundraiser is coming up on May 28. As last year, it will be a “drive thru” 
experience again – you can pick your meal up anytime between 6:00-7:30 pm.  You can take it home, or if 
you’d like to you can bring a lawn chair and eat outside while listening to music from 6:00-8:00 PM.  Tickets 
are $25 single, or $20 if purchasing 2 or more.  You can find out more from the flyer in the lobby or by visiting 
www.solidrockquarryville.com . 

SUMMER CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS 
Summer camps are coming up soon. Faith Church will provide scholarships for half of the fee, up to $150, per 
camper to attend an overnight Christian camp. This is for children (age 17 and under) of church members. 
Parents should fill out and mail the camp registration forms with the required registration fee. Then sign up 
on the camp list for church support at the Welcome Center. Please list the child’s name, parent’s phone 
number, and the dates your child will attend camp. Sign up for scholarships ends on May 31st. Contact Chris 
Coomes with questions at 717.786.0928. 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER – QUARRYVILLE PRAYER MEETING 
The National Day of Prayer is coming up on Thursday, May 6th. Again this year our brothers and sisters from 
churches across the Solanco area will gather outside of the Quarryville Borough building from 12:00 noon to 
1:00 pm to pray for our local officials, schools, businesses, public safety workers, and churches. We’ll be 
there, rain or shine! Please come and join with us as we raise our prayers to our Father in heaven, that He 
might bring many to repentance and faith in Christ, and that we see the renewal only Christ can bring in our 
community.   
  



NEW HOPE’S “MILES 4 MENTAL HEALTH” FUNDRAISER 
New Hope’s Counseling ministry is holding a fundraiser in May – there are 2 ways you can participate this 
year. You can register for the in-person walk along the Enola Low Grade trail on Saturday May 8th from 9-11 
am.  Or you can take a 90-mile virtual challenge from May 8-31 and collect sponsors as you log miles (you can 
do it any way you choose – walk, run, ride, stationary rower – you pick!).  Funds raised benefit those who 
cannot afford the full cost of New Hope’s counseling services.  We know lots of you walk and bike – here’s a 
great way to help this important local ministry.  To sign up, go to www.newhopeministry.info , call 
717.786.2802, or if you have questions talk with Amy Huber.  

CURRENT FOOD NEEDS AT SOLANCO NEIGHBORHOOD MINISTRIES 
The food bank at SNM is running low on the following items.  If you can help, please drop off items at the 
ministry – rear of the building just to the left of the Quarryville library. 

Loaves of bread  Hamburger/Hot Dog rolls  Hot Dogs 
Sliced cheese   Butter     Manwich sauce 
Pancake syrup   Granola bars    Snack crackers 
Canned chicken 

Thank you for supporting those in need in our community and demonstrating the love of Christ. 
  


