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UPDATE FROM PASTOR ANDY  

With our special “Night in Colombia” coming up on March 26th, I asked Chris and Joyce Goppert, who served 
as missionaries in Africa for decades, if they would share some thoughts on how important those who help 
send missionaries are to those who are sent. I hope their testimony is as much of a blessing to you as to me: 

 

Having served in Africa as missionaries for nearly 40 years, we were privileged to live and minister in 
challenging times and situations; in reality we were just ordinary people, saved by grace, attempting by 
God’s gracious enabling to accomplish the extraordinary with the prayerful help of friends God lead across 
our pathway. Truly, we were immensely blessed to have served with godly, experienced co-workers and to 
have had the under-girding support of many wonderful friends and churches across America. 

As one can readily appreciate, with time, our mission field, in this case Rhodesia/Zimbabwe, became our 
home. We developed many deep and significant friendships with national believers and even non-believers 
through the bonds of genuine family relationships forged in both the good and hard times. In fact, many of 
the adults we were honored to call friends and minister to were often brought across our pathway through 
the bonds of friendships our children sustained by becoming friends with their children at school. 

However, this is only part of the story, because missionaries rarely, if ever, should serve as lone wolves 
overseas, but instead, with in-depth ties to individuals and families on the home front. For our part, many 
vital friendships originally blossomed in college, seminary and most importantly, in churches we had visited 
and ministered in. 

As you may well know, every 3 - 4 years missionaries return to their homeland for what is essentially a 
sabbatical or home assignment. Strange as it may seem, these were often times of cultural adjustment for us 
personally, and yet also times of refreshment and blessing. 

During such times, if we were not engaged in post-grad studies, or ministering in our home church, we would 
often find ourselves out on the road reporting back to our various partnering churches. In these churches, we 
met the most amazing and encouraging people. Over the space of 4 or 5 days of visiting in a home of a host 
family for example, we would begin to develop special bonds with the host parents and their children, who 
became fascinated by our stories and accounts of God’s working. In a word, their eyes were opened to 
consider how they could also be an integral part of what God was doing. 

Without exception, being in someone’s home always turned into a gold mine of blessing, as nodding 
acquaintances at church quickly deepened into genuine expressions of love and support in various ways. It 
was always a joy to listen to one another’s hearts, as we lingered with them over a home-cooked meal, and 
interacted at significant, personal levels with parents and children alike. The upshot? Each one came to see 
us as normal people and not super saints, which lead to meaningful, long-term relationships. 

What began with our initially being guests in one’s home, soon developed into a meaningful generational 
blessing of precious friendships, years of encouraging correspondence, and the sharing of heart-felt prayer 
requests. In particular, several of the new friendships we had made also developed into enduring 
partnerships where entire families supported us with letters, care packages and even monthly support. 

Clearly, ministry on the mission field is without question a multi-faceted undertaking. With our own children 
on one end of the spectrum and then families across the breadth of the United States on the other end, we 
would link arms through prayer, letters of affirmation and financial support to contribute to the success of 
the ministry. 



 

Amazing, is it not, to see how the Lord will graciously provide integral networks of support for missions 
through the development of friendships over heart to heart conversations in a home setting, and even over a 
meal of comfort food! 

Chris and Joyce Goppert 

 

Thank you, Chris and Joyce, for giving us a glimpse on how God unites both those sent and those who send 
together in the work of taking the gospel to Solanco, south-central Pennsylvania, and even the ends of the 
earth. Would you like to hear more? Then plan to come to “A Night in Colombia” on Sunday, March 26th, 
starting with an ice cream bar at 6:00 pm. We’ll have child care available up through 3rd grade. Just look on 
the Church Center app (under the “More” button) to register! 

Grace and peace, 
Andy  



 

NEWS AND EVENTS 

NEW ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR SPRING 

Our new adult classes are now underway. We have two great choices for you: 

• Hope from History – God’s Faithfulness to His Church - Though the grass withers and the flowers 
fade, God's word endures forever.  In this class we will look at the early church from Jesus' resurrection 
through 500 AD.  The wisdom we can learn from the early church fathers still speaks to the challenges 
we face today and can give us hope grounded in the faithfulness of God. Taught by Len Brown in the 
Multi-Purpose Room. 

• Sin and Grace in a Land of Idols - The Book of Judges - We live in a time that is well described by the 
last words in Judges, “Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.” Just as we are faced daily with the 
challenge between following God or yielding to the spirit of our age, so was Israel entering the land of 
promise. But in the midst of Israel’s repeated failures and falls, we see God’s relentless grace for them, 
and for us. Taught by Andy Pickens in the Fellowship Hall. 

NEW MEMBERS CLASS  

Have you been coming to Faith Church for a while, and want to formally become a member? Or perhaps you’ve 
been here a few weeks and want to learn a bit more about us? Our new members class runs during Sunday 
School (starting at 9:30 am) through March 26th. Pastor Michael will go through what it means for you to take 
this step of joining us as we together follow the Lord Jesus Christ, growing as a community in him, equipped 
for ministry, and worshipping God. Even if you aren’t sure about membership, and just want to learn more 
about Faith Church, feel free to come! 

The class will meet in the large Life Group room behind the sanctuary. If you missed the first week, don’t worry 
– just join the class anyway!. 

MARCH 26TH – A NIGHT IN COLOMBIA 

On Sunday evening, March 26th, we’ll have a special missions “night in Colombia” with Nate and Nikki Bonham, 
our missionaries in Colombia. At times, the idea of “missions” seems far and distant to us, both literally and 
figuratively! Nate and Nikki are going to share their story of how God called them, as a typical young American 
family with 3 children, to be part of Christ building his church first in Peru and now outside Medellin, Colombia. 
Their stories will bring us all closer to them, knitting us together with them and helping us see the amazing 
kingdom that God is building every day.  

We’ll have an ice cream bar starting at 6:00 pm, and then hear from and meet the Bonhams starting at 6:45. 
Parents, we will also have nursery/toddler care, as well as planned activities for ages 3-6 and 1st-3rd grades – 
and your children older than that will be fascinated to hear about what it is to live and worship in another 
culture! You’ll also hear some ways that your family can grow a heart together for missions, from our own 
Jerusalem (Solanco), Judea and Samaria (central PA), and the ends of the earth. So “apuntarse la fecha” (write 
down the date) and join us all for a fantastic evening together! 

Please register on the Church Center app. Registration isn’t required, but it would help us to know how many 
to expect! 

HOPE FOR THE JOURNEY CONFERENCE 

Faith Church is hosting a conference from April 14th-15th to equip and encourage parents and caregivers to 
meet the needs of children impacted by adoption and/or foster care. We’re excited to host this conference that 
is run by Show Hope, a national organization founded by Steven Curtis and Mary Beth Chapman. This will be 
open to the public, and we expect signups to fill quickly. Check out the flyer attached to this newsletter to learn 
more.  



 

OVERFLOW PARKING 

On occasion, we have noticed that it can be difficult to find parking on a Sunday morning. As an overflow 
option, QPRC has given us permission to park next to the Commons building and pickleball court. As you enter 
the church parking lot from the lower entrance, go straight past the church office and the brick Great Rock 
house. Spaces around the bend and the lot next to the pickleball court are available on Sunday mornings. We 
have also put up signs by 3 spaces in the lot by the office for guests/visitors. Please save those spots so we can 
extend hospitality to guests! 

SOLANCO NEIGHBORHOOD MINISTRIES NEEDS FOR MARCH 

There are two opportunities to help the SNM food bank ministry needs in March. The first is the ongoing need 
for food/household donations. Especially with the higher cost of food, your donations are very much 
appreciated! You can drop items off at the new SNM building entrance by Huffnagle Park in Quarryville: 

 Canned beef stew   Baby wipes 
 Mayonnaise    Cooking oil 
 Toothpaste    Canned salmon 
 Shampoo    Dishwashing liquid 
 Diapers (size 5 or 6)   Spam 
 23 oz applesauce   Fruit cocktail, peaches, or pears – no sugar added 
 Canned corned beef 
 
Also, SNM is putting together Easter meal boxes.  These items are needed by Wednesday, March 29: 
 2 boxes of scalloped potatoes  2 cans of green beans 
 Ham/ham slices or Giant gift card French fried onion rings 
 Yellow cake mix   Cream of mushroom soup 
 Box of light brown sugar  1 can of pineapple slices (20 oz) 
 1 dozen eggs    2 cans of beets 
 1 box margarine or butter 
 

SLC COMMUNITY CHOIR CONCERT AND DINNER 

Several of our Faith Church family are in the SLC Community Choir, and they are holding a concert/dinner on 
Saturday, March 25th at 5:00 pm at the Mechanic Grove Church of the Brethren. Tickets are $15 for adults, or 
$7 for ages 10 and under. To reserve a ticket, please see Jonell Stauffer, Tom Roach, or Kelly Shaeffer.  


