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UPDATE FROM PASTOR ANDY  

Many years ago I had the privilege of walking alongside 2 young men in the church we served as they were 
trying to discern God’s call on their lives. Of course, God calls us all to whatever vocation we take up. Even 
before the fall God creates man and woman and gives them responsibility to represent him in tending to all 
areas of creation – how to extend order over it, how to use it and care for it, even in terms of culture. These 
two young men were trying to discern a call to vocational ministry, and what that might be. In particular they 
were looking at ministry that might take them outside the US – that is, what we commonly call missions. 

Yet, I know that it wasn’t my help alone that helped them sort through their decisions – far from it! What I 
found fascinating was to see how God worked through their entire lives to bring them to consider taking the 
gospel of Christ across cultures, leaving their comfort zones, not viewing vocation solely on the basis of what 
could provide security and comfort. It wasn’t their backgrounds. One had basically grown up in the DC area 
and been part of the same mid-sized Presbyterian church throughout his life. The other lived in the Midwest 
before they moved to DC. His first church was a large church with many programs and outreach opportunities. 
One had parents who were both in scientific fields. The other had parents who spent their childhoods growing 
up on different mission fields, who themselves worked in missions before he was born and were since called 
to other vocations in the US since. Neither one had other siblings who were looking towards missions (or any 
other ministry) as a vocation – in fact, those siblings now work in vocations that are somewhat related to what 
they saw their parents doing. Their backgrounds were both different – but there was one common thread.  

It wasn’t just because both sets of parents were intentional about raising their children to know God and to 
live for the sake of Jesus Christ as a family, although they certainly were that. They were diligent to teach God’s 
Word to their children, encouraged them in memorizing it, built a love for the church (her people, worship, and 
work) and their families showed that. But in seeking to follow Christ, both families also had an intentional 
focus on taking the good news of Christ to others. They built missions into their lives as families. How did they 
do that? Several ways. They showed hospitality to others and engaged with those outside the church, 
including those of different ethnicities.  As parents, they engaged with missions both locally and far off. At 
that time, our church used Evangelism Explosion to help equip people to share their faith, and both families 
were part of that ongoing program. Both families had several missionaries that they prayed for together as 
families, building relationships through corresponding and having them over for meals during home 
assignments so that their children developed those relationships also. Both were intentional about taking their 
children with them on some trips to learn more about missions first hand – they took advantage of 
opportunities (such as the Fairmont WV camp some of you remember) that were intended to help families 
think “missionally”. Both engaged their children in finding ways to partner financially with missionaries. 

At the end of the day, the common tether was their parents seeking to make sure their children grew up with 
a perspective that we have a big God, and Christ is building his kingdom not only in our local church, but also 
going out locally and extending throughout the earth. And they lived knowing they were part of all that work. 
You might wonder what happened with these two? One went overseas to a Muslim country, the other went 
to work for a non-profit in DC who is helping refugees resettle. Both are cross-cultural missionaries. Just as 
important, all their siblings encourage and support them – they are very much partnered in those gospel works.  

The point isn’t who went vocationally and who didn’t – it’s that a missional mindset was built into all as a family, 
and all of them would quickly tell you how exciting it is to actively be part of what Jesus Christ is doing to bring 
his gospel to all, near and far!  Our “Night in Colombia” on March 26th is there to be a tool to help you do that 
with your family. I pray you’ll keep that evening set aside to come and see how as a family you can be an active 
part of Christ’s mission of redemption to a world that desperately needs him! 

Grace and peace, 
Andy  



 

NEWS AND EVENTS 

REMEMBER DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS SUNDAY 

Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead one hour before you go to bed Saturday night. Yes, we give back the 
extra hour we got last fall (I know, it doesn’t seem like we’re “saving” time!). Just head to bed an hour early so 
you won’t be late for our new Sunday School classes that get underway! 

NEW ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR SPRING 

Our new adult classes will start on Sunday, March 12th. We have two great choices for you: 

• Hope from History – God’s Faithfulness to His Church - Though the grass withers and the flowers 
fade, God's word endures forever.  In this class we will look at the early church from Jesus' resurrection 
through 500 AD.  The wisdom we can learn from the early church fathers still speaks to the challenges 
we face today and can give us hope grounded in the faithfulness of God. Taught by Len Brown in the 
Multi-Purpose Room. 

• Sin and Grace in a Land of Idols - The Book of Judges - We live in a time that is well described by the 
last words in Judges, “Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.” Just as we are faced daily with the 
challenge between following God or yielding to the spirit of our age, so was Israel entering the land of 
promise. But in the midst of Israel’s repeated failures and falls, we see God’s relentless grace for them, 
and for us. Taught by Andy Pickens in the Fellowship Hall. 

NEW MEMBERS CLASS STARTING THIS WEEK  

Have you been coming to Faith Church for a while, and want to formally become a member? Or perhaps you’ve 
been here a few weeks and want to learn a bit more about us? We’re planning a new members class to run 
during Sunday School (starting at 9:30 am) from March 12th through March 26th. Pastor Michael will go through 
what it means for you to take this step of joining us as we together follow the Lord Jesus Christ, growing as a 
community in him, equipped for ministry, and worshipping God. Even if you aren’t sure about membership, 
and just want to learn more about Faith Church, feel free to come! 

The class will meet in the large Life Group room behind the sanctuary. Please drop Jessie Brown a note 
(jessie_brown@faithrpc.org) if you will be there so we can have the right amount of materials. 

MARCH 26TH – A NIGHT IN COLOMBIA 

On Sunday evening, March 26th, we’ll have a special missions “night in Colombia” with Nate and Nikki Bonham, 
our missionaries in Colombia. At times, the idea of “missions” seems far and distant to us, both literally and 
figuratively! Nate and Nikki are going to share their story of how God called them, as a typical young American 
family with 3 children, to be part of Christ building his church first in Peru and now outside Medellin, Colombia. 
Their stories will bring us all closer to them, knitting us together with them and helping us see the amazing 
kingdom that God is building every day.  

We’ll have an ice cream bar starting at 6:00 pm, and then hear from and meet the Bonhams starting at 6:45. 
Parents, we will also have nursery/toddler care, as well as planned activities for ages 3-6 and 1st-3rd grades – 
and your children older than that will be fascinated to hear about what it is to live and worship in another 
culture! You’ll also hear some ways that your family can grow a heart together for missions, from our own 
Jerusalem (Solanco), Judea and Samaria (central PA), and the ends of the earth. So “apuntarse la fecha” (write 
down the date) and join us all for a fantastic evening together! 

OVERFLOW PARKING 

On occasion, we have noticed that it can be difficult to find parking on a Sunday morning. As an overflow 
option, QPRC has given us permission to park next to the Commons building and pickleball court. As you enter 
the church parking lot from the lower entrance, go straight past the church office and the brick Great Rock 
house. Spaces around the bend and the lot next to the pickleball court are available on Sunday mornings. We 
will also put up signs soon saving 3 spaces in the lot by the office for guests/visitors. Please save those spots so 
we can extend hospitality to guests!  
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SOLANCO NEIGHBORHOOD MINISTRIES NEEDS FOR MARCH 

There are two opportunities to help the SNM food bank ministry needs in March. The first is the ongoing need 
for food/household donations. Especially with the higher cost of food, your donations are very much 
appreciated! You can drop items off at the new SNM building entrance by Huffnagle Park in Quarryville: 

 Canned beef stew   Baby wipes 
 Mayonnaise    Cooking oil 
 Toothpaste    Canned salmon 
 Shampoo    Dishwashing liquid 
 Diapers (size 5 or 6)   Spam 
 23 oz applesauce   Fruit cocktail, peaches, or pears – no sugar added 
 Canned corned beef 
 
Also, SNM is putting together Easter meal boxes.  These items are needed by Wednesday, March 29: 
 2 boxes of scalloped potatoes  2 cans of green beans 
 Ham/ham slices or Giant gift card French fried onion rings 
 Yellow cake mix   Cream of mushroom soup 
 Box of light brown sugar  1 can of pineapple slices (20 oz) 
 1 dozen eggs    2 cans of beets 
 1 box margarine or butter 
 

SOLID ROCK DINNER AND AUCTION 

Registration for the Solid Rock Silent & Live Auction and Dinner is now open!  It will be Friday, March 24th with 
the auction at 5:00 pm and dinner at 6:00.  It promises to be a fun evening and helps one of our local missions 
partners.  RSVP by March 13th at solidrockquarryville.com or call 717-786-8007. 

SLC COMMUNITY CHOIR CONCERT AND DINNER 

Several of our Faith Church family are in the SLC Community Choir, and they are holding a concert/dinner on 
Saturday, March 25th at 5:00 pm at the Mechanic Grove Church of the Brethren. Tickets are $15 for adults, or 
$7 for ages 10 and under. To reserve a ticket, please see Jonell Stauffer, Tom Roach, or Kelly Shaeffer.  
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