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UPDATE FROM PASTOR ANDY  

I read two things this week that really caught my attention. The first was one of those things that made me 
think, “I thought I had heard it all – and once again I was wrong.” It was a story about yet another new marriage 
trend – it’s called sologamy. Perhaps you haven’t heard of it either. It is marriage to oneself. Yes, you read that 
correctly. It seems that some people are concluding that the person who can make himself or herself happiest 
is none other than self. At first I wondered if perhaps the article was satire, but a quick Google search showed 
that it is real. I promise that I will leave this in the hands of the Babylon Bee for future comment.  

The other article was from the BBC (United Kingdom). Their government census asks people to identify their 
religion. The latest census reports have now been released, and for the first time ever only a minority of UK 
citizens call themselves Christians. To be sure, more than a few of those who claim Christianity as their religion 
have never truly known Jesus Christ. It’s been that way for a long time and having lived just 40 miles away from 
the UK in the past I can attest to that. But Christianity is still the official state religion in the UK, so for a majority 
of its citizens to formally claim otherwise in the census is a significant event. It also signals what we will likely 
see in the US, as we typically run about 20-30 years behind Western Europe in matters of faith. 

Naturally, those two articles are related. We have seen an acceleration of people doing more and more things 
that are sinful and shameful, and even (as with sologamy) utterly nonsensical. The difference that we see today 
is that instead of society calling these things sinful, shameful, and nonsensical they are being held up as good, 
virtuous, and even brave. The reason is because we have reached a tipping point where people now consciously 
reject God. The progression of Romans 1 has shown itself in the history of the world, and also in individual 
cultures – simply look at all the ancient empires. We are simply seeing it again in Western civilization.  

We should sorrow over this, for there are countless millions who are perishing and do not even know it nor 
care. We should sorrow over it because God is not glorified in it. We should not, however, despair over it. 
Instead, we should recognize what it means for our calling to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ. In 
Scripture it is often those who are the most self-righteous before God who have the hardest hearts towards 
the gospel. Think about the scribes and Pharisees and Sadducees in Jesus’ day. They were convinced that they 
had their act together before God, and it showed in their positions of prestige. They wanted no part of Jesus 
telling them that we have no righteousness in ourselves. Go back to the kings who ruled Israel and Judah – 
most rejected the prophets God sent as his covenant prosecutors and turned instead to those who told them 
all was well. At first the prophets were mocked – later they were attacked. We may see the same. The human 
towers built on self-righteousness ultimately collapsed in the past, as they will one day. Again, we may even 
see it. But they also leave in their wake many whose sin has not brought self-fulfillment, but rather has brought 
misery. To them, we can bring good news – we bring Jesus Christ. We show them a Creator who came near to 
us, even taking our nature to himself. We show them a Savior who humbled himself to the point of death on a 
cross, bearing our sin, in order to redeem us. We show them the result of living in Christ, living the most 
authentic lives possible because we live as our Creator made us to. We show them true joy and peace that is 
found nowhere else but knowing the grace that is in Christ alone.   

As our society spins wildly away from God, it will become far less advantageous to wear the name, “Christian”. 
That means there will be clarity between us that know him, seek him, and follow him and those who do not. 
Ultimately, God will use that as those who claim the name of Christ testify by his Word and with their lives that 
there is a Redeemer, and that in his gospel is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes. 

Grace and peace, 
Andy  



NEWS AND EVENTS 

CONDOLENCES TO ARMAND ST. CROIX 

Please join us in praying for and comforting Armand St. Croix. His wife, Bobbi, went to be with the Lord last 
Thursday (November 24th). Pray for God’s comfort for Armand, as well as his children, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren, and for peace in the assurance that Bobbi now enjoys perfect joy in the presence of her, 
and our, Savior. 

CANDY CANE COFFEE CHRISTMAS OUTREACH 

Jonathan and Emily Koppenhaver invite anyone interested in getting together for December’s “First Friday” 
in Lancaster City for a time of casual fellowship and outreach.  We will provide candy canes and literature to 
hand out, as we seek to encourage our community with the love of Christ this Christmas season. Even if you 
haven’t done anything similar before, or you’re a little uncomfortable engaging a stranger, that’s fine – just 
show up, and we’ll team you up with someone who’s more experienced. We simply offer a gift to any who are 
interested and see where a conversation goes. All ages are welcome! 

The plan is to meet at Café One Eight on Orange Street (across from the Prince Street parking garage) at 5:00 
pm on this Friday, December 2nd. We’ll walk around central Lancaster for 30-45 minutes, and then meet back 
at the café for hot drinks and fellowship. Be sure to dress warmly. Enjoy a time of fellowship as we encourage 
each other to point our community towards the Savior this Christmas season! 

ANGEL TREE UPDATE 

Thank you to everyone who selected tags from the Angel Tree. We truly are thankful to God at the way you 
are reflecting the love that Christ has shown us all. Please take note of the instructions that you should have 
received on when and how to return gifts to the church. If you have any questions, please contact Kris 
Kauffman or Joanne Brown. 

BABY BOTTLE UPDATE 

We are still missing about 13 baby bottles from our October drive for Pregnancy Resources at Cornerstone. 
They do need them back to use for other fundraisers, so if you haven’t yet returned it, please bring it to the 
church office or Welcome Center.  

The final results from the drive are amazing – almost $2,700 was raised to help women and their unborn babies 
in crisis situations. Thank you so much for your generous hearts! 

CHURCH CENTER APP 

As you saw at the information meeting, the new Church Center app gives you a new way to be more connected 
with each other at Faith Church. We encourage you to use either the Church Center phone app or the web app 
to connect with others, give your permission to display your picture and other information to others in our 
church family, and in the near future to sign up for church activities without having to remember to sign a piece 
of paper after worship! 

One key thing that we need from you is your permission to share your picture and name with others (as well 
as other personal information if you so choose, like address/phone/email or other details). If you’d prefer not 
to do that in the Church Center app, or need help with getting going on the app, we are happy to help you! 
Simply contact Jessie Brown (jessie_brown@faithrpc.org) or Emily Herr (emgraceherr@gmail.com) or call the 
church office at 717.786.7559.  
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MEAL TRAIN FOR THE FOX FAMILY 

There are still opportunities to help the Foxes as they recover from the fire that destroyed their home. The 
Meal Train information is linked below and added to our new Church Center app! To use Church Center, go 
under the "Signup" category and click on the "Meal Train for the Fox Family" icon. From there, click the URL 
link embedded in the "Details" portion and that will send you to the Meal Train website where you will find 
specific instructions and signup dates. We ask that all meals be brought in disposable containers or containers 
that do not need to be returned. Please note that their home is not visible from the road. It is on a shared stone 
drive, and they are in the first home on the left once you turn in the driveway.  

You can also go directly to the Meal Train website: https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/vln3qw . If you have 
trouble signing up on the Meal Train website, but still want to provide a meal, please call the church office or 
Gwenyth Perella at (717)-989-3289 for assistance. Thank you, Faith Church Family for all of the awesome 
things that you do to help each other in times of need! 

NEXT QPRC FELLOWSHIP 

Our next monthly fellowship meeting at QPRC will be Thursday, December 8th from 1:00-2:30 pm.  We’ll be in 
the Gathering Place (3rd floor of Tiffany Center) this month. Please join us and bring a friend! 
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