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UPDATE FROM PASTOR ANDY  

Often, I find it helpful to read about the background of hymns and songs that we sing. Just as a good author 
will often write about things they have experienced and known personally, so also those who write music write 
a lot of it from a personal experience of the grace of God. 

Hymns that we associate with Thanksgiving particularly have backstories and knowing them helps us truly 
make them our songs of prayer and praise. One is “Now Thank We All Our God”. The hymn was first published 
in 1636, in the midst of the Thirty Years War which especially ravaged Germany with casualties, famine, and 
disease. This hymn was written by a Lutheran pastor, Martin Rinkart.  Rinkart was the son of a coppersmith 
(not a particularly well-paid trade). Yet, he was a diligent student and had many musical gifts and that 
combination enabled him to attend the University of Leipzig at age 16. Eventually he graduated and was 
ordained to ministry in the Lutheran Church and became the director of choral services at the church in 
Eisleben. He served the Lord and his church well, and in 1617 Rinkart became Archdeacon in his native town 
of Eilenburg – just as the Thirty Year’s War began. 

Eilenburg quickly became a refuge for people from the districts in the surrounding countryside. As the Swedes 
advanced, more and more refugees made their way to the city. The result is what you would imagine – with 
the overcrowding came pestilence and disease. Pastor Rinkart poured himself into providing for those who 
kept flooding in. In 1637 a plague took 8,000 lives, including most of the town council, clergy from neighboring 
parishes, and even Rinkart’s wife. At one point he was burying 50 people a day, a total of nearly 5,000 funerals 
in that year alone. Yet in this, Rinkart himself never became sick. 

The plague came to an end, but then a new problem arose – 
a famine. It is written that “30 or 40 people might be seen 
fighting in the streets for a dead cat or crow”. Yet Rinkart 
continued to love others with the love of Christ. He kept just 
the tiniest rations for his children, eventually mortgaging 
future income to provide for them. 

One more misery came to Eilenburg. The Swedish army 
surrounded the town and demanded a ransom of 30,000 
thalers (an enormous amount). Rinkart alone left the safety 
of the city walls and went to the Swedish general to plead for 
a lower amount. He was initially refused, but he continued 
and prayed with such diligence that the general relented and dropped the ransom by 95%. 

Many would question God’s care and provision in such a time. Yet Rinkart was steadfast in his faith. The song, 
“Now Thank We All Our God”, began as a family prayer before meals, and later Rinkart offered it as a song of 
national thanksgiving when the war ended. Here are just two of the lyrics – let them encourage you this week: 

“Oh, may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, 
With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us; 
And keep us in His grace, and guide us when perplexed; 
And free us from all ills, in this world and the next!   

All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given; 
The Son and Him Who reigns with Them in highest Heaven; 
The one eternal God, whom earth and Heaven adore; 
For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.”  

Grace and peace, 
Andy 
  



NEWS AND EVENTS 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

The church office will be closed Thursday and Friday, November 24-25. We will be available by phone if you 
need to contact someone. We pray that all will have a blessed Thanksgiving and that Christ will make His 
presence known in a special way and satisfy the longing of our hearts as only he can do. Worship and Sunday 
School will take place as usual on Sunday, November 27.  Make sure you check the calendar on the web site if 
you have questions on other activities! 

CHURCH INFORMATION MEETING 

Thank you to everyone who stayed for the updates on Emily Herr joining our staff, our design and construction 
teams, information on our new designated fund for constructing new spaces, and our new church app. If you 
missed the meeting, it is still on YouTube – simply go to our YouTube channel (click here), click on the 
November 20th service, and then skip forward to the 1:40:00 point.  

WELCOME, EMILY! 

If you were at the information meeting Sunday, you heard some exciting news! Emily Herr has joined our staff 
to assist Daniel with our youth (especially our girls). Emily will also help out with some office tasks. We’re 
thrilled that Emily is taking on this important role of helping our youth girls know Jesus Christ and grow in his 
grace!  

CHURCH CENTER APP 

As you saw Sunday, the new Church Center app gives you a new way to be more connected with each other at 
Faith Church. We encourage you to use either the Church Center phone app or the web app to connect with 
others, give your permission to display your picture and other information to others in our church family, and 
in the near future to sign up for church activities without having to remember to sign a piece of paper after 
worship! 

One key thing that we need from you is your permission to share your picture and name with others (as well 
as other personal information if you so choose, like address/phone/email or other details). If you’d prefer not 
to do that in the Church Center app, or need help with getting going on the app, we are happy to help you! 
Simply contact Jessie Brown (jessie_brown@faithrpc.org) or Emily Herr (emgraceherr@gmail.com) or call the 
church office at 717.786.7559. 

MEAL TRAIN FOR THE FOX FAMILY 

The weekend of November 11, the Fox family lost their home and all their belongings to a fire. We’ve set up a 
meal train to gather as much meal help as possible and prayer for Craig, Michelle, and their children, Riley, 
Adam and Lauren.  

The Meal Train information is linked below and added to our new Church Center app! To use Church Center, 
go under the "Signup" category and click on the "Meal Train for the Fox Family" icon. From there, click the URL 
link embedded in the "Details" portion and that will send you to the Meal Train website where you will find 
specific instructions and signup dates. We ask that all meals be brought in disposable containers or containers 
that do not need to be returned. Please note that their home is not visible from the road. It is on a shared stone 
drive, and they are in the first home on the left once you turn in the driveway.  

The signup is at this website: https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/vln3qw . If you have trouble signing up on the 
Meal Train website, but still want to provide a meal, please call the church office or Gwenyth Perella at (717)-
989-3289 for assistance. Thank you, Faith Church Family for all of the awesome things that you do to help each 
other in times of need!   
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ANGEL TREE UPDATE 

Thank you to everyone who selected tags from the Angel Tree! We truly are amazed at the way you are 
reflecting the love that Christ has shown us all. Please take note of the instructions that you should have 
received on when and how to return gifts to the church. If you have any questions, please contact Kris 
Kauffman or Joanne Brown.  

CANDY CANE & COFFEE CHRISTMAS OUTREACH 

Jonathan and Emily Koppenhaver invite anyone interested in getting together for December’s “First Friday” 
in Lancaster City for a time of casual fellowship and outreach.  We will provide candy canes and literature to 
hand out, as we seek to encourage our community with the love of Christ this Christmas season. Even if you 
haven’t done anything similar before, or you’re a little uncomfortable engaging a stranger, that’s fine – just 
show up, and we’ll team you up with someone who’s more experienced. We simply offer a gift to any who are 
interested and see where a conversation goes. All ages are welcome! 

The plan is to meet at Café One Eight at 18 W. Orange Street (across from the Prince Street parking garage) 
at 5:00 pm on Friday, December 2nd. We’ll walk around central Lancaster for 30-45 minutes, and then meet 
back at the café for hot drinks and fellowship. Be sure to dress warmly. If you plan on coming, please let Emily 
know at 717.752.9161.  Also, if you need a ride or want to arrange a carpool, please call Emily! 
  


