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UPDATE FROM PASTOR ANDY  

I’ve been reading a book by Carl Trueman recently – actually it’s more like trying to read it. Part of the difficulty 
is because I don’t have the time to spend hours with it at any one sitting. The other reason is because the nature 
of the book requires one to have several hours with in at a time! In it, Trueman develops a train of thought to 
explain the movement we’ve seen in the last 20 years towards defining our identities based on what we feel or 
want. We’ve seen the results of it in the current flood of every kind of gender identities, racial and ethnic 
identities, and political identities. For many, they aren’t just descriptive of behavior, but they have become (in 
their minds) essential to who they are – or in current language, “being authentic”. The interesting thing is that 
on the one hand, people have a desire to be who they define themselves to be, yet there is a longing to become 
part of a larger community at the same time. He gives the classic example of teens who want to express 
themselves through their clothes, yet as a group they all pretty much wind up with the same type of clothing.  
Incidentally, I’m not sure I’d limit that to teens! 

The two desires – to be self-defined, yet to know we belong to a community, is what is at the heart of much of 
the anxiety and discord we all sense in our culture. As Michael has been preaching through the Ten 
Commandments, one thing I’m realizing anew is how wonderful they are, and how they point us to the only 
ultimate solution to the problems we see around us each day. If you remember, Michael has helped us see the 
commandments as displaying God’s character, and in light of that, also described them as how his household 
is to work. Looking at them in that way reminds us every moment that it is only God who can bring together 
our need for identity and our need for community perfectly. 

First, God’s commandments flow from his character. But remember we were created as humans to bear his 
image. We reflect, or “mirror” who God is. Of course, that doesn’t mean we are the same as God – we are finite 
and therefore can only reflect. We reflect his knowledge finitely, and are uniquely (as opposed to the rest of 
creation) to know God. We have the ability to think and make decisions, again finitely (we don’t for example, 
create laws of physics), but in our decisions we are created to make them in righteousness in our relations with 
each other and creation, and thus reflect God’s righteousness. So as the Commandments flow from God’s 
character, they help us know our identity. They cause us to know that image in which we were created and 
give us a stable identity. An image that is not found in how I feel, which “side of the bed” I got up on, but based 
on reflecting the never-changing image of God who created us and tells us how to reflect him. 

And second, the commands tell us how we are to live together as a household. In Christ, God has brought us 
into his household. Scripture tells us this in different ways. We are knit together into one body with each part 
building up the other. We together with all the saints are the bride of Christ, loved by him who died in order to 
wash her and present us spotless. We are called to be his people, that is, a “holy nation, a people for his own 
possession” (1 Peter 1:9) who are gathered and united perfectly under the righteous rule of a good, strong, and 
perfect King. Being part of a household presumes that there are good ways in which we love each other and 
build each other up., and the Commandments do just that – the first four not only individually but collectively 
how we live before God as image-bearers, and the last six in how we live towards each other and honor each 
other who are image-bearers. There is no better way to know what it is to live in and belong to a community 
than these wonderful commands that God has given us! 

Yes, the Ten Commandments convict us of how our image and community is warped by sin. But they also 
show us and teach us who we are and where our community exists. Ultimately, they point us to Christ. He is 
the one who redeems us from the problem of sin and builds us together as a living temple in community. And 
he is the one who perfectly kept every command, is the one whose image is being restored in us, and therefore 
is the source of our identity. 

Grace and peace, 
Andy  



NEWS AND EVENTS 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

Thank you so much to everyone who helped with the Thanksgiving dinner. It was a joy to spend this time 
together, rejoicing in God’s provision for us, and giving thanks for all he has done.  I know of at least two guests 
that didn’t plan to be with us, but God brought them here – and we were able to bless them. As the Scriptures 
say, “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.” 
(Hebrews 13:2).  Thank you to all who setup tables and chairs, who decorated, who cooked, who served, and 
who cleaned – and special thanks to Erin Kilgore and Jessie Brown! 

CONGREGATION UPDATE MEETING ON NOVEMBER 20TH  

Our next information meeting will be Sunday, November 20th following the worship service. We’ll provide 
updates from our teams that have been looking at our facility design and needs, and news on our new church 
directory and our new church app.  

If you have children in nursery or Children’s Church on Sunday, please pick them up right after worship so the 
workers can attend also. We will have the meeting showing on the TVs in the life group room and fellowship 
hall if you find it easier to be with you children in those rooms. For anyone who cannot be there Sunday, the 
livestream will stay live through the entire meeting, or you can watch it on YouTube at any time as usual.  

FIRE IN CRAIG AND MICHELLE FOX’S HOME 

This week there was a fire in Craig and Michelle Fox’s house. Sadly, the house and all their belongings were 
lost. We’re thankful that they were not at home when the fire began, and so in God’s providence they are all 
safe. The Deacons have provided some immediate assistance. But helping part of our church family recover 
from this will be a long process. A care team will keep us all updated on how we can come alongside of the 
Foxes and help them throughout this trial. We lift Craig, Michelle, and the children in prayer for comfort in the 
knowledge of the Lord’s presence, power, love, and provision in this time of upheaval. 

ANGEL TREE UPDATE 

Thank you to everyone who selected tags from the Angel Tree!  There are just a few tags left, and they will be 
on the tree on Sunday. We truly are amazed at the way you are reflecting the love that Christ has shown us all. 
Please take note of the instructions that you should have received on when and how to return gifts to the 
church. If you have any questions, please contact Kris Kauffman or Joanne Brown. 

CANDY CANE COFFEE CHRISTMAS OUTREACH 

Jonathan and Emily Koppenhaver invite anyone interested in getting together for December’s “First Friday” 
in Lancaster City for a time of casual fellowship and outreach.  We will provide candy canes and literature to 
hand out, as we seek to encourage our community with the love of Christ this Christmas season. Even if you 
haven’t done anything similar before, or you’re a little uncomfortable engaging a stranger, that’s fine – just 
show up, and we’ll team you up with someone who’s more experienced. We simply offer a gift to any who are 
interested and see where a conversation goes. All ages are welcome! 

The plan is to meet at Café One Eight on Orange Street (across from the Prince Street parking garage) at 5:00 
pm on Friday, December 2nd. We’ll walk around central Lancaster for 30-45 minutes, and then meet back at 
the café for hot drinks and fellowship. Be sure to dress warmly. Enjoy a time of fellowship as we encourage 
each other to point our community towards the Savior this Christmas season! 
  



EXTRAGIVE ON NOVEMBER 18TH  

Many of our “Jerusalem” missions partners are part of the annual ExtraGive campaign – Solid Rock Youth 
Ministries, New Hope Community Life Ministry, Solanco Neighborhood Ministries, Water Street Mission, 
Revelations of Freedom Ministries, and Pregnancy Resources at Cornerstone.  There are additional “stretch 
pools” of funds that your donation can help these (and other) organizations qualify for – please consider giving 
next Friday!  (And of course, if you would prefer to give directly to one of our missions partners, we encourage 
that also.) 

FINANCIAL STATUS UPDATE 

Below you’ll find the fiscal year-to-date (June 1 to October 30) financial report. As a reminder, from all 
undesignated giving, 15% goes to the Missions Fund and 10% to the Building Fund.  

We are so thankful for your faithful giving that enables the work Christ is doing in and through us to continue! 
As a reminder, there are several ways to make your offerings. There are boxes just outside of the sanctuary 
where you can place offerings; you can give online (see our website, faithrpc.org); you can have checks mailed 
to the church (611 Robert Fulton Hwy, Quarryville, PA 17566); or you can donate securities such as stocks and 
bonds (email our treasurer for instructions at treasurer@faithrpc.org).  

We’ve also enabled credit/debit cards as an option for those who would prefer to give that way. Simply go to 
the church website (faithrpc.org) and follow the link for online giving.  

 

Fund Giving Budget Over/Under 

General $199,912.32 $187,790.00   $ 12,122.32 

Missions $   43,741.47 $ 40,920.00   $   2,821.47 

Building  $   37,092.51 $  37,500.00   $   -  407.49 

Deacons $     2,702.00 $    3,000.00   $   -  298.00 
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