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UPDATE FROM PASTOR ANDY  

There are times when we come across something that triggers a flood of memories from our past. I had one 
of those times earlier this week. I was up in New York Monday and Tuesday for the first time (other than one 
of the airports) in about 30 years. One of the things that struck me was that apart from one building that is still 
to be put up, the entire area has been rebuilt. We were there with one of our sons and granddaughter – because 
of his work he was able to take us into One World Trade Center. That building is simply impressive. Just 
standing at the base and looking up is dizzying, seeing all the glass and steel rising into the sky. The 
government agency he works for is up above the other skyscrapers – the views were amazing. But then the 
reminders begin. There is a plaque on the wall that was retrieved from the rubble of the original buildings. You 
look out across the city, but also look down and see the two pools where the original towers once stood. But 
it was the next day when walking around the pools that the memories completely came back. I found two 
names – Bob and Zandra – on the wall around the south pool. They were friends I worked with in Washington. 
Bob and Zandra were married in 2001 and left on their honeymoon on flight 77, which was flown into the 
Pentagon. 

I still remember so well the shock of learning they were on that plane, and I remember going into a conference 
room to let others know that the tragic events had become much more personal. That’s something I doubt I 
will ever forget. It amazes me how vivid it still is, nearly 21 years later. For some of us, there are other similar 
events that are significant memories – some remember Pearl Harbor, some can remember the assassinations 
of John Kennedy or Martin Luther King. Some remember where they were when one or both of the space 
shuttles exploded, and most everyone can remember similar events of loss that probably didn’t make the 
national news, but still had just as much impact on your life and remain indelible memories. It is the suddenness 
that makes these events so impactful – the immediate disruption of plans that grabs us.  

I think these kinds of memories help us understand the depth of James 4:13-17. In these verses God teaches us 
that our plans are exactly that – they are plans. A plan is a wish, a hope, a desire – but it is never a certainty. 
We can even plan good things, such as time with family, or a missions trip, or a Sunday School lesson, all of 
which can result in the kingdom of Christ being advanced – but we cannot be certain that those plans will take 
place. Planning isn’t bad in and of itself. Paul planned his journeys, yet he also recognized that God ultimately 
would be sovereign in the unfolding of an even greater plan. Many of us know this, and often times we’ll say 
something like “I’ll see you Sunday – if the Lord wills”. That is a good attitude to have. It helps drive out 
arrogance and pride in thinking we control our lives. But look even closer at this passage in James. Not only do 
we not know what tomorrow will bring, but James says, “What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for 
a little time and then vanishes.” God is not just saying, “hold your plans loosely, because God can direct any 
change to your own personal plans”. It goes deeper than that – it reminds us that we have absolutely no right 
to demand that we would have another day of life to carry out those plans! That casts “if the Lord wills” in a 
different light. In fact, the full quote from God’s word is, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.”  Even 
our plans to rise from our beds in the morning are held in God’s sovereign will. 

God doesn’t intend this to cause us to live fatalistically, nor to cause us to stop planning altogether. What it 
should produce is an awareness that all of our life rests in the hands of a good and holy Father in heaven – and 
therefore, each day that we have has been given by him to live in his grace and love for his glory. He has a 
purpose in every one of our days. We have a day to know him and live in the light of his Word. We have a day 
to be conformed more into the image of Jesus Christ as we put off sin and put on righteousness. We have a 
day to display his glory to others in our words and our actions. We have a day to learn more of the deep joy of 
walking by faith. We have a day that has been planned by one who is good and holy. Let us then say, each day, 
“If the Lord wills, I will live; and if I live, I will glorify him who holds all my days”. 

Grace and peace, 
Andy  



NEWS AND EVENTS 

PLEASE STAY AFTER WORSHIP ON AUGUST 14 TH FOR FALL MINISTRY UPDATES 

We will have a short informational meeting after worship on Sunday, August 14th to let everyone know about 
Life Groups, Sunday School, other fall ministry plans, and some staffing additions.  We hope you can stay for 
just a few minutes to hear about ways to grow and encourage one another. 

LIFE GROUP SIGNUPS 

Our Life Groups will be resuming for the fall soon! If you aren’t in a Life Group, you are missing a wonderful 
opportunity to get to know a smaller group of friends at Faith much better, to meet for fellowship and study 
and prayer, and to walk closely through life together with Jesus Christ. We have many groups meeting – many 
provide childcare as well! Some new groups will start this fall, and some existing groups have space, so there 
is a place for you. If you’re already plugged into a Life Group, you’re all set for when the groups start up. If you 
aren’t yet, but would like to be in one, just sign up at the Welcome Center and either Pastor Michael or Pastor 
Andy will get in touch with you! 

CAN YOU HELP US WITH CHILDREN’S MINISTRY DURING LIFE GROUPS?  

THANK YOU to everyone who has already signed up to help with our Life Group Children’s Ministry! As we 
wrap up our summer break and prepare to dive into a new semester, we are striving for an immediate goal: 
filling all of the needs for the month of September. Even if you are only able to commit to help out once a 
semester, please consider serving our church families by being a loving and safe presence for children so their 
parents can spend time together in prayer and studying God’s word. 

UPGRADE SUNDAY AND YOUTH GROUP PARENT’S NIGHT 

Our rising 6th graders will officially kick off their first week in Youth Group on August 12th! Parents are invited 
to join in to get a glimpse of what their children will be experiencing and to hear a bit from our Youth Director, 
Daniel Kreider, on why we meet together as a Youth Group. 

BIBLE ADVENTURE NEEDS TEACHERS/LISTENERS 

Each year Joy El Generation’s Bible Adventure provides an opportunity to teach God’s Word to our public 
school students. Students at Quarryville, Providence, Bart, and Clermont schools can sign up for a time to learn 
and memorize Scripture. The fall season is approaching, and more volunteers are needed to help show the 
love of Christ to these students from September until the beginning of May, with training meetings in August. 

Listeners (small group mentors) are needed for all groups as well as teachers for Quarryville and Providence.  
Please contact Tammy for more information on days and times for each group.  Thank you for considering this 
need and for spreading the word. Contact Tammy Brown 717-618-9839 or email tammyjoyel@gmail.com for 
more information. 
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