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UPDATE FROM PASTOR ANDY  

This coming Sunday is the first one of August, and as is our custom we’ll come together to the Lord’s Supper 
during worship. As we get ready to do that, think back to last Sunday’s sermon that Michael preached from 
Exodus 12. Remember what took place on that evening when God brought his final judgment upon the 
Egyptians. Death was going to come to every household – not just Pharoah’s house, but every house. God told 
Moses that the judgment would also take the firstborn of slaves in the land, even as far as the firstborn of the 
livestock. It was a sweeping judgment, a complete judgment. It was a judgment on sin, which results in death. 
That is always the result of sin – its wage is death. That should raise a question - how would Israel escape it? 
For the people of Israel were by no means innocent. They griped and complained when Moses first came on 
the scene. Sin was present among the people of Israel. Yes, God had set his eye upon them, he had already 
made his covenant that they would be his people and that he would settle them in the land, as he promised 
Abraham hundreds of years earlier. But how would God be just in saving Israel from the same judgment that 
would befall Egypt? The answer is that he provided a substitute. He provided a sacrifice – it would have to be 
a spotless lamb, whose blood would be shed as an atoning sacrifice. The blood on the doorposts and lintel 
would mark that house, that justice was met for those within. Donald Macleod writes, “The blood sprinkled in 
the doorposts and lintels of the Israelites was not there to impress the Egyptians. It was there to attract the 
attention of God so that the angel of judgment would pass the marked households by.” 

The Passover was to be kept, perpetually, by Israel. They were to remember that they escaped this plague, 
this judgment, by a substitute. They were spared not because God overlooked their sin, but because God 
provided a substitute for them. And, of course, it foreshadowed what Jesus Christ would ultimately accomplish 
for them, for you, and for me. As Scripture tells us, “how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the 
living God”. Because Jesus is the perfect lamb, because his blood forever marks us as his own, he therefore 
fulfills the sacrament of the Passover. That is the depth to which he loved you, that is the extent to which he 
determined to be gracious to you, that is the covenant that he has made and kept for you. But he also 
commands that we continue to keep sacrament – the Lord’s Supper. Let us not come lightly, therefore to his 
Table. Come full of thanksgiving for what he has done, come full of hope and joy for what his sacrifice 
accomplished. But come also in awe that you will never suffer the judgment of death for your sin, only because 
Christ has suffered every last bit of it for you. 

One more thing also comes to mind. When Israel came to the Passover meal each year, their children would 
see their fathers – they were to eat with their staff in their hand, sandals on their feet, and eat quickly. It wasn’t 
to be any normal dinner, which would lead the children to ask, “What do you mean by this?” And the fathers 
would teach their children that this was “the Lord’s Passover, for he passed over the houses of the people of 
Israel in Egypt, when he struck the Egyptians but spared our houses.” For those who have young children or 
grandchildren with you Sunday, what a wonderful time you have to explain to them what Christ has done – 
teaching them to comprehend what is really happening with the bread and the cup, helping them to 
understand that they cannot save themselves any more than you could have saved yourself, and that God has 
provided the perfect and spotless Lamb who was sacrificed upon the cross.  Point them to Jesus, that they also 
one day would come to his Table and say, “his body and blood was given for me, he took my sin, and he is my 
righteousness.” 

Grace and peace, 
Andy 
  



NEWS AND EVENTS 

CHILD SAFETY TRAINING AND CLEARANCE RENEWAL 

There are still openings on Thursday August 4th for Darkness to Light training at 7:00 pm. We’ll also have 
people who can help you get the state-required initial background checks or renewals online starting at 5:00 
pm. (If you’re coming to do a background check, please be here no later than 6:00 so we can finish before the 
Darkness to Light class begins.) 

We are so grateful for everyone who helps out with our covenant children – whether it’s helping to provide 
childcare once in a while, or serving in the nursery and children’s church rotation, or teaching children in 
Sunday School each week! As God blesses our church with more children, there’s always a need for help. 
Whether you can help just on occasion, or have a desire to serve regularly, you are needed! 

We encourage all adults at Faith Church to get training and a child worker clearance. Even if you don’t plan to 
work with children but might offer to help when there’s a last-minute need, you would have everything in place. 
As a church, we want to make sure we provide a safe and welcoming environment for all children.  

Our training is called “Darkness to Light”. The course seeks “to empower adults to prevent child sexual abuse.” 
Heidi Scott is certified to teach this in person through her work with Morning Star Counseling and teaches this 
material in a way that develops Christ’s heart for the well-being for our children. Even if you have taken the 
course before you are welcome to attend – it is beneficial for each of us to be reminded of the facts, how to 
minimize opportunities, and take responsibility to protect those in our care. 

Parents and Grandparents, we especially hope that you are able to set aside one of these dates to join us. 
Please sign up at the Welcome Center or reach out to Daniel Kreider (717.344.3381) or Joanne Brown 
(717.475.0576). 

WOMEN’S SUMMER FELLOWSHIP – AUGUST 8TH  

All ladies of our church are invited to gather on August 8th from 6:30-8:30 pm for a time of fellowship and 
prayer! 

PLEASE STAY AFTER WORSHIP ON AUGUST 14 TH FOR FALL MINISTRY UPDATES 

We will have a short informational meeting after worship on Sunday, August 14th to let everyone know about 
Life Groups, Sunday School, other fall ministry plans, and some staffing additions.  We hope you can stay for 
just a few minutes to hear about ways to grow and encourage one another. 

BIBLE ADVENTURE NEEDS TEACHERS/LISTENERS 

Each year Joy El Generation’s Bible Adventure provides an opportunity to teach God’s Word to our public 
school students. Students at Quarryville, Providence, Bart, and Clermont schools can sign up for a time to learn 
and memorize Scripture. The fall season is approaching, and more volunteers are needed to help show the 
love of Christ to these students from September until the beginning of May, with training meetings in August. 

Listeners (small group mentors) are needed for all groups as well as teachers for Quarryville and Providence.  
Please contact Tammy for more information on days and times for each group.  Thank you for considering this 
need and for spreading the word. Contact Tammy Brown 717-618-9839 or email tammyjoyel@gmail.com for 
more information. 
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