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UPDATE FROM PASTOR ANDY  

Last week we were away on vacation with our children and grandchildren. None of us had ever been to 
Wrightsville Beach before – it’s on the North Carolina coast just outside of Wilmington. It was a nice beach, 
not crowded and quite peaceful. No boardwalk, only a couple of restaurants, not even a miniature golf course! 
But one thing we did have to contend with was some pretty strong wind for a couple of days. This was far more 
than a nice ocean breeze.  About lunchtime the winds picked up, and until mid-afternoon they blew like mad. 
Umbrellas and canopies had to come down or else the wind would take them out! Forget trying to wear a hat, 
or play frisbee, or even fly a kite – it was too windy for any of that. You could even feel the sand pelting you as 
it was blown around. Usually that was time for us to take a break from the beach anyway, so we’d head back 
to the house. To am amazement as soon as we got to the path on top of the dune, there was just a nice gentle 
breeze. Only twenty yards away and maybe ten feet lower down on the beach the wind was still roaring and 
people were trying to hold on to their things. The difference in perspective was incredible. 

When he wrote Psalm 57, David was hiding from King Saul. Most likely, it was the same cave that we read 
about in 1 Samuel 22. David had done nothing to incur Saul’s rage – he did not seek to take Saul’s place. Rather, 
God had already anointed David to be the new king because of Saul’s own disobedience. It is Saul’s pride, 
selfishness, and darkness of heart that has filled him with hatred of David to the point where killing David is 
consuming his thoughts and actions. Saul has all the resources of an army. David has just a small group of men, 
and he also has his own father and mother who are in peril also. He relates that his “soul is in the midst of lions; 
I lie down among fiery beasts – the children of man, whose teeth are spears and arrows, whose tongues are 
sharp swords.” (v.4). He is truly in the midst of a storm. It is all that he can see around him. In fact, he calls 
where he is “storms of destruction”. It’s a huge change for David, because not much earlier he enjoyed peace 
in serving Saul, he resided in Saul’s tents, he knew Saul’s protection and mercy. Perhaps you’ve been in a 
similar situation where a close friend has turned on you, or someone that you have been helping suddenly 
wrongly accuses you of doing them wrong. And to make things even worse, others fall in line with that person, 
and you are made out to be the bad one, left alone. Or you may be in a place where everything around you is 
falling apart – finances, health, family. It is a hard place to be. The winds and rains surround you on every side, 
pelting you, beating you down. It is a storm of destruction. 

It would be the easiest thing for David to focus on only on the storm he can see around him. But instead, he 
knows there is another perspective. God is above the storm, and so he can trust God to do two things. First, 
because he has known God’s faithful mercy in the past, he can cast himself on God’s mercy in the present. He 
goes to God to take refuge – he says, “in you my soul takes refuge; in the shadow of your wings I will take 
refuge till the storms of destruction pass by”. (v.1) In the presence and the reality of the storm, we have a place 
to go to find refuge and protection. The storm may be fearsome, but the refuge we find in the protection of 
our Father is even greater. The wings of your Father are infinitely stronger than any storm. David also knows 
a second thing – he understands that God is above the storm, is greater than the storm, and will one day bring 
it to an end!  He says, “He will send from heaven and save me, he will put to shame him who tramples on me. 
God will send out his steadfast love and faithfulness!” (v.3). As real and as severe as the storms in which we 
find ourselves are, they have limits. God is far above the storms – they ultimately must bow to him. When you 
are in the midst of the storm, even seeing the gales whipping around you with no end in your sight, your Father 
is far above them. He sees you and he will ultimately lift you above them and rescue you. Indeed, he has already 
– your chief adversary, the devil, is already doomed to the pit while you have a place that is being prepared for 
you eternally in heaven. All of it done for you in Christ, who endured the storm of the cross and was raised from 
death and seated on his throne. Take comfort - in the storms we go through God comes near and gives you 
refuge, and also reigns over the storm and will one day bring it to an end. 

Grace and peace, 
Andy 



 

NEWS AND EVENTS 

“FIFTH SUNDAY” CHURCH-WIDE MEAL THIS SUNDAY 

July has 5 Sundays, so this coming Sunday we will have our “Fifth Sunday” meal right after worship. Please 
bring a covered dish that’s ready to serve – main dish, side dish, or dessert – as you are able. Simply leave it in 
the church kitchen Sunday morning and we will do the rest!  The church will provide drinks, plates, and utensils. 
We are also expecting some guests from Revelations of Freedom Ministry, so it would be a blessing if you could 
keep this in mind when preparing your dishes to share. We hope you’ll plan on staying for a great time of 
fellowship and encouragement with each other! 

CHILD SAFETY TRAINING AND CLEARANCE RENEWAL 

We are so grateful for everyone who helps out with our covenant children – whether it’s helping to provide 
childcare once in a while, or serving in the nursery and children’s church rotation, or teaching children in 
Sunday School each week! As God blesses our church with more children, there’s always a need for help. 
Whether you can help just on occasion, or have a desire to serve regularly, you are needed! 

We encourage all adults at Faith Church to get training and a child worker clearance. Even if you don’t plan to 
work with children but might offer to help when there’s a last-minute need, you would have everything in place. 
As a church, we want to make sure we provide a safe and welcoming environment for all children.  

Our training is called “Darkness to Light”. The course seeks “to empower adults to prevent child sexual abuse.” 
Heidi Scott is certified to teach this in person through her work with Morning Star Counseling and teaches this 
material in a way that develops Christ’s heart for the well-being for our children. Even if you have taken the 
course before you are welcome to attend – it is beneficial for each of us to be reminded of the facts, how to 
minimize opportunities, and take responsibility to protect those in our care. 

There are still openings on Thursday August 4th for Darkness to Light training at 7:00 pm. We’ll also have 
people who can help you get the state-required initial background checks or renewals online starting at 5:00 
pm.  

Parents and Grandparents, we especially hope that you are able to set aside one of these dates to join us. 
Please sign up at the Welcome Center or reach out to Daniel Kreider (717.344.3381) or Joanne Brown 
(717.475.0576). 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES ON SUMMER BREAK 

A reminder that there will be no Sunday School for the next 6 weeks. We’re giving our dedicated teachers 
some time to rest and restore while they also prepare for the fall. Classes will begin again on August 28th – 
keep your eyes and ears open for more details about our fall Sunday School! 

BIBLE ADVENTURE NEEDS TEACHERS/LISTENERS 

Each year Joy El Generation’s Bible Adventure provides an opportunity to teach God’s Word to our public 
school students. Students at Quarryville, Providence, Bart, and Clermont schools can sign up for a time to learn 
and memorize Scripture. The fall season is approaching, and more volunteers are needed to help show the 
love of Christ to these students from September until the beginning of May, with training meetings in August. 

Listeners (small group mentors) are needed for all groups as well as teachers for Quarryville and Providence.  
Please contact Tammy for more information on days and times for each group.  Thank you for considering this 
need and for spreading the word. Contact Tammy Brown 717-618-9839 or email tammyjoyel@gmail.com for 
more information. 
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