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UPDATE FROM PASTOR ANDY  

One of the first missions trips I led many years ago was to the city of Monclova, Mexico. Monclova is about the 
size of Lancaster and had a small Presbyterian church. Because missions agencies tended to focus on border 
cities, or larger cities like Monterrey or Guadalajara, our work was done directly with the local church. We 
would spend two weeks there and during those trips many close relationships developed between both 
churches. Two weeks in a different culture can also begin to affect the way you think. Flying back home 
required a connection in Dallas/Fort Worth, and during the layover I was abruptly yanked back into our 
American culture. I heard a conversation that a man was having with his business team on the phone. I couldn’t 
help it – he was quite loud and animated, going on about a multi-million dollar deal he was getting close to 
completing. I’m sure it was very important to his company, but he was going on as though all he was really 
concerned about was what the deal was worth. I remember at the time thinking, “he’s only concerned about 
the money – who cares? That isn’t the end goal of life.” By our standards, Monclova was poor, and we brought 
resources to the church that they needed. But after two weeks there, I didn’t notice what they lacked 
materially. Nor were our conversations with the elders of the church centered around what we could bring to 
them. The richness of the relationships that we had developed with each other in Christ far outweighed 
considerations over things that will one day disappear.  

Continuing again this week in looking at the grace and joy of giving, I’m going to jump forward to 2 Corinthians 
9:11-15, where we see God say this is exactly what happens when our giving is motivated by his grace. Paul 
encourages the church at Corinth in their giving by telling them what the end result will be. The result is far 
different from what we’d expect. Yes, he says, it supplies the needs of the saints. But the end goal in God’s 
economy isn’t just a transfer of dollars and cents, like a fund-raising telethon on TV. Nor is it just that the saints 
in Jerusalem would have food, even though that’s important. It goes much further than that – it produces 
thanksgivings to God. It produces worship among his people. And just so we don’t miss the point, it’s repeated 
four times in these verses!  Verse 11 – “your generosity…will produce thanksgiving to God”. Verse 12 – “the 
ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints, but is also overflowing in many 
thanksgivings to God”. Verse 13 – “they will glorify God because of your submission flowing from your 
confession of the gospel of Christ”.  Verse 15 – “Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!” The end result of 
our giving is more than keeping programs going, or missionaries on the field, or meeting needs of mercy, or 
maintaining and thus being a steward of our facility. All those things are important, but what God is producing 
through our giving is deep worship, overflowing worship, heartfelt worship in awe of the God of grace! 

It also leads to Christ-exalting worship, because the source that motivates our giving is the gospel of Christ. 
Look again at v.13. Others see the reality of the gospel of Christ through your giving! Just as others see the 
reality of faith in Christ as you display his love, his joy, his peace, his patience, his kindness through your words 
and actions they also see the reality of the exceedingly greatness of his gospel as you give freely and 
generously. That points to Christ, honors Christ, and drives worship of Jesus Christ. 

Lastly, our giving also builds and knits us together in Christ. In v. 14, the second result is that the Jerusalem 
Christians would long for and pray for the Corinthian Christians. Even people who would likely never meet 
each other this side of heaven are praying for and longing for fellowship with each other. It’s a bond of love 
that Christ is building among his people that transcends all differences - economic and social and ethnic. Later 
on, when Christ sent us to Ireland, this small church in Mexico loved us so much that they faithfully prayed for 
Irish people to come to know Christ! Giving is so much more than God’s way of providing resources. It includes 
that, but ultimately it displays the glory of God in Jesus Christ, and the infinite value of his kingdom, across the 
earth as his people worship him. 

Grace and peace, 
Andy  



NEWS AND EVENTS 

2ND ANNUAL SNAPPLE OPEN 

If you are a youth, come out to Village Green Mini Golf course on Saturday June 25th at 6:30 pm. We will be 
playing a round of golf and whoever wins will win a case of Snapple. By the way, parents are allowed to come 
and show off their golfing skills as well. If you are planning on coming, please let Daniel Kreider know. 

SUMMER YOUTH RETREAT 

If you are a youth looking for something fun to do, plan on coming to our youth summer retreat July 29th 
through the 31st. We will have a blast together, we will learn together, and we will take on some white-water 
rapids together. If you are planning on coming to this event, please let Daniel Kreider know by Tuesday, July 
5th. 

CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATES! 

Well done to our graduates this year!  Hannah Young has graduated from high school, and Faith Rineer has 
graduated from Arcadia University. 

SOLANCO NEIGHBORHOOD MINISTRIES (SNM) FOOD REQUESTS FOR JUNE 

During the summer, students who get free or reduced price meals at the local schools lose access to those 
meals. SNM expands the weekend SWEEP program to help fill that gap – and needs the following items to 
help. Please take donations directly to SNM (the is building next to the Quarryville Library). 

Loaves of bread  Hot dog/Hamburger rolls  Boxed instant oatmeal  Tuna 
Green beans   Brownie mix    Canned fruit – 29 oz. 
Corn    Pizza sauce    Manwich sauce 
Suddenly Salad   Boxed mac and cheese   Mixed vegetables 
Cookies   English muffins    Applesauce – 24 oz jar 
Cream of chicken soup  Old El Paso dinner kit   Boxed snack crackers   

SOLID ROCK SUMMER ART PROGRAM 

We are partnering with the Solid Rock Youth Center to reach the kids within our community. Solid Rock is 
having an art program for elementary students on the Mondays of June 27th, July 11th, 18th, and the 25th from 
6:30-7:30pm in our church building. Solid Rock is looking for some volunteer art teachers and helpers for these 
events. If you would like to teach you would have to prepare something for the hour; if you would like to help 
that would be doing anything that is needed such as setting up and tearing down, investing in the kids, 
directing the kids’ attention to where it should be, and if the opportunity presents itself introducing the kids 
to Jesus. If you are interested, please talk to Daniel Kreider at (717)344-3381 or dbkreider19@outlook.com. 

SOLID ROCK FARM-TO-TABLE DINNER 

The annual dinner to build awareness and raise support for Solid Rock Youth Ministries will be Friday, July 29th 
at Osbornia Farm. It will include a delicious dinner made from locally sourced produce and meat, live music, 
and outdoor activities. Tickets are $35/person and seating is limited, so please make your reservations soon!  
Visit the Solid Rock website at www.solidrockquarryville.com/farmtotable22. 

SOLANCO NEIGHBORHOOD MINISTRIES FUNDRAISING NIGHT AT BRITAIN HILL  

On Wednesday, July 20th from 5:00-9:00 pm at the Britain Hill Venue and Vineyard, please come to the Solanco 
Neighborhood Ministries social and fundraiser. The views from the venue are wonderful, and there will be live 
music, a silent auction, and food from Taste of Philly, 22BBQ, and Kilby Cream available for purchase. There 
will also be a silent auction, with many items from local craftspeople available for bidding. Although tickets 
are free, the event reached capacity last year – so please reserve tickets at the SNM event page. 
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