
FAITH FAMILY NEWS                 MAY 18, 2022 
 

UPDATE FROM PASTOR ANDY  

We were eating dinner with some of our family Saturday when one person saw a message on their phone that 
there had been a mass shooting in Buffalo. As I’m sure it was for you, we were increasingly saddened as the 
story developed over the ensuing days. It not only was a senseless taking of innocent lives by someone who 
suddenly had a breakdown. It went far beyond that. The young man who committed this crime had clearly 
been planning it for some time, and the reason he killed all those people was because of his hatred of their 
ethnicity. It is nearly impossible to comprehend the evil that consumed this man’s heart and mind – to cause 
him to form such a plan, to turn it over again and again in his thoughts, to select the scene and then 
intentionally drive four hours to follow his plans. Those thoughts make us shudder, because we cannot imagine 
being so consumed with that much hatred. 

By the grace of God, very few people are consumed in such a way. Yet we also need to realize that this was the 
outcome of what happens when the seed of anger is allowed to take root and grow unchecked. This is why 
Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount, “You have heard it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and 
whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will 
be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ 
will be liable to the hell of fire.”  This sounds pretty severe, doesn’t it? After all, who doesn’t get angry with 
someone?  If I’m driving along and someone cuts me off, what happens?  I get angry. I might try to convince 
myself that it’s a righteous anger. But do I also get angry if I want to get somewhere and get stuck behind 
someone who’s driving 10 mph below the speed limit?  Yep - and if I’m really honest with myself I can’t say 
that the anger is much different at all. Much of what we pass off as “righteous anger” really flows out of a self-
centered heart. 

Jesus’ words are jarring. The sentence for being angry with someone is the same as for murdering someone? 
Yes, because of the depth of our sinful hearts. Spurgeon, as usual, captures it well – “Murder lies within anger, 
for we wish harm to the object of our wrath, or even wish that he did not exist – and this is to kill him in desire.” 
Jesus isn’t just exaggerating or using hyperbole. After all, how long did it take after the very first sin for anger 
to turn into murder?  Not long at all – just long enough for one generation to come along when Cain kills Able. 
This isn’t to say that the actual act of murder is not worse than simply getting angry – of course it is. But when 
anger enter us, it strikes at another person who was created in the image of God, ultimately striking out at God 
himself. And anger left allowed to grow in our hearts rarely simply disappears. It grows, it feeds on itself, it 
destroys relationships, and becomes the root of all kinds of evil. Who can subdue it? Who is able to say, “I 
simply won’t be angry at anyone today?” 

That makes the perfect, sinless life of Jesus even more remarkable! If you and I get angry with others for 
relatively small slights (like being delayed a couple of minutes on the road), how much more reason did Jesus 
have to be angry at others in his life? All the times when people argued with him, all the times people walked 
away from him and refused to listen, all the times when he was accused of deceiving others – none of it resulted 
in anger. Even when falsely arrested, accused, beaten, flogged, ridiculed, sentenced, and hung on the cross, 
he still prayed, “Father, forgive them”. Not only does that make his obedience remarkable, but it also makes 
it effective. Effective to be the righteousness we need to stand before God, and effective in power to change 
us and renew us each day, and effective so that we can put off sin, and put on the new self being renewed after 
the image of our Creator. We saw the horror of where unchecked anger leads – yet we see even more the 
wonder of the love of God in Jesus Christ. Let us seek him and his righteousness, and put the smallest seeds of 
anger to death. 

Grace and peace, 
Andy  



NEWS AND EVENTS 

CONGRATULATIONS TO DANIEL AND BRIANNE KREIDER! 
Daniel and Brianne welcomed a baby boy into their family earlier this morning! Heath Daniel Kreider weighed 
9 lb., 1 oz and was 21 inches long. We praise God for his blessing upon them all and look to see his hand on 
little Heath as he grows to know and follow our Lord Jesus Christ. 

SHORT INFORMATIONAL MEETING AFTER WORSHIP ON MAY 22ND  
Immediately following worship on Sunday, May 22nd, we’ll have a short meeting to give you some more 
updates on the status of ongoing plans and activities. We’ll keep it brief, because we know you have Sunday 
dinners and other plans for the afternoon. 

NEXT “FIFTH SUNDAY” MEAL COMING UP MAY 29TH  
Our next “Fifth Sunday” church dinner will be on Sunday, May 29th following worship. Please bring a covered 
dish ready to serve – main dish, side dish, or dessert – as you are able. Simply leave it in the church kitchen the 
morning of the 29th, and we will keep it warm (as needed) and ready to serve. The church will provide drinks, 
plates, and utensils. We hope you’ll plan on staying for a great time of fellowship and encouragement with 
each other! 

CAM SMITH, RUF PASTOR AT PENN STATE, HERE ON JUNE 5TH  
Rev. Cam Smith serves as the Reformed University Fellowship pastor.at Penn State’s main campus. We 
originally planned for Cam to come back in January, but illness caused a last-minute change in plans. But 
providentially we were able to reschedule for June 5th. Cam will preach that Sunday – and we will have a special 
combined class for all middle-school, high-school, and adults in the Multi-Purpose Room during Sunday 
School. Please mark this on your calendar. Whether you’re thinking about preparing for what happens after 
high school, or you’re a parent with a child coming up on those years, or even if you’re past that stage of life 
you still have chances to influence grandchildren and other youth in our church family. 

SEATS AVAILABLE FOR HARVEST PCA TRIP TO MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE 
Harvest PCA in Willow Street has hired a bus for a day trip to the Museum of the Bible in Washington, DC. It 
will take place on Wednesday, June 29th, leaving at 8:15 am and returning approximately 6:00 pm. There are a 
dozen seats still available. The cost is $47 per person – lunch is on your own at the museum. If you are 
interested, call Mary Kendall at 717.669.9174. 

PRAY FOR COMFORT FOR THE BOHLANDER FAMILY 
Our hearts go out to Jon and Amanda and the girls at the passing of Jon’s grandfather this week. Please pray 
that the God of all comfort would draw them near to him in these days of sorrow. 

 
  


