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UPDATE FROM PASTOR ANDY  

Have you ever been to a place that you’ve seen many times, maybe a favorite vista that you’ve seen again and 
again, and suddenly see it in a different way that caused you to say, “That’s amazing – as many times as I’ve 
seen this, I never quite saw it that way before!” I remember such a time at the Susquehanna River near the 
Norman Wood bridge. I’ve crossed that bridge hundreds of times since we’ve moved here and I always love 
the view, no matter what time of year it is. Sometimes the Susquehanna far below is low, and you see the 
rocks of the riverbed; sometimes the river is high (like last Sunday) and you see the rush and might of the 
flowing waters; sometimes it ices over in the winter forming a crystalline bowl.  The banks on either side are 
wooded, with the beauty of green in the summer, brilliant browns and yellows and oranges in the fall, and the 
amazing starkness of trees amongst the snow in the winter. But once I went on a hike with my nephew down 
Kelly’s Run and had a different view than I had seen before. From the bank of the river I realized just how deep 
that valley is, how tall the banks tower over it, and left with a new appreciation of God’s amazing creative 
power. The river valley hadn’t changed one bit, but my vantage point had. 

Much more, we sometimes see Biblical truths that we’ve known for years and come away in awe of what Christ 
has done simply by seeing it from a different vantage point. Off and on I’ve been reading about the Welsh 
revival in the late 18th/early 19th centuries, and the men God used to bring it about. One of these men was 
Robert Roberts (no, that isn’t a typo). In one sermon he said, “There was a time when I would have been glad 
to have been any other creature rather than a man. I would have preferred to have been amongst the ravens, 
making my nest in the rocks and trees, or with the toads in the bogs and ditches, or in the dust of the earth 
with the lowest worm, rather than being human. For they, when they cease to live, cease to exist, but I, poor 
wretch, seemed destined for the wrath of God eternally. But, by today, I have changed my mind. I would not 
now change my place with the highest archangel in heaven, because the glorious Mediator has a human nature 
like mine, and all authorities bow to him. Whatever the relationship existing between Christ and the angels, to 
us he is a brother.” 

Like many of you, I’ve read the second chapter of Hebrews countless times. But still, Roberts’ words help us 
understand and delight in these words anew. Verses 14-15 remind us that we were under the power of death. 
Death wasn’t just ceasing to exist, it meant that we “were subject to lifelong slavery” because of what sin and 
death meant. Because of sin, we had lost the perfect joy of standing in God’s presence. We gave that up in 
servile fear of death, knowing that death brought eternal judgment. We traded a crown of glory for slavery to 
Satan. It would have been better for us to been “the lowest worm” for this brief earthly life and simply cease 
to be than to live under that curse forever. Yet, Jesus Christ came, humbling himself, tasting death for us. He 
fulfills Psalm 8 – made for a while lower than the angels – and then being crowned with the glory and honor 
that God had created for you and me. And incredibly, Christ – the eternal second person of the Godhead – now 
restores that glory to us by making us his brothers! Even the angels bow to Christ as Almighty God, but he calls 
us his brothers. He is our Mediator, our perfect high priest, and every last one of our sins are forgiven. Why 
does He do it? Because he is merciful. Because he loves us. And even beyond that, by making us his brothers 
and sisters, he gives us all his power and resources in our struggle against sin. Such is the absolute height of 
what he does for us! From the depths of bondage to fear of death, to the peak of being made children of our 
heavenly Father – all done by the awesome grace of Jesus Christ!  

Grace and peace, 
Andy  



NEWS AND EVENTS 

MEAL TRAIN  
I hope you had a chance to hear about the Meal Train from Gwenyth Perella last Sunday. If you didn’t, hop 
over to Faith Church’s YouTube channel and watch – it’s at the beginning of the service. Meal Train is a way to 
volunteer to help someone in our church family that is in a heavy time by coming alongside and bearing part 
of their burden by providing a meal. If you sign up to help it doesn’t mean that you are committing to meet 
each need that arises – in fact, our hope is to have as many as possible sign up and just help when you’re able!  
A meal doesn’t have to be cooked from scratch either. You can go to the store and buy prepared items if that 
works best for you.  

If you’re like me, I’ll forget things between the start of worship and the end – so we’ll have the sign-up sheet in 
the Welcome Center again this Sunday. Thanks so much for your help! 

SHORT INFORMATIONAL MEETING AFTER WORSHIP ON MAY 22ND  
Immediately following worship on Sunday, May 22nd, we’ll have a short meeting to give you some more 
updates on the status of ongoing plans and activities. We’ll keep it brief, because we know you have Sunday 
dinners and other plans for the afternoon. 

NEXT “FIFTH SUNDAY” MEAL COMING UP MAY 29TH  
Our next “Fifth Sunday” church dinner will be on Sunday, May 29th following worship. Please bring a covered 
dish ready to serve – main dish, side dish, or dessert – as you are able. Simply leave it in the church kitchen the 
morning of the 29th, and we will keep it warm (as needed) and ready to serve. The church will provide drinks, 
plates, and utensils. We hope you’ll plan on staying for a great time of fellowship and encouragement with 
each other! 

CAM SMITH, RUF PASTOR AT PENN STATE, HERE ON JUNE 5TH  
Rev. Cam Smith serves as the Reformed University Fellowship pastor.at Penn State’s main campus. We 
originally planned for Cam to come back in January, but illness caused a last-minute change in plans. But 
providentially we were able to reschedule for June 5th. Cam will preach that Sunday – and we will have a special 
combined class for all middle-school, high-school, and adults in the Multi-Purpose Room during Sunday 
School. Please mark this on your calendar. Whether you’re thinking about preparing for what happens after 
high school, or you’re a parent with a child coming up on those years, or even if you’re past that stage of life 
you still have chances to influence grandchildren and other youth in our church family. 

NEW HOPE 5K EVENT 
The New Hope Counseling Center is hosting their first ever 5K on May 21st. New Hope provides professional 
counseling in accordance with Biblical truth. Most clients receive financial assistance for their counseling – the 
ministry’s goal for 25 years has been that those needed services would receive them regardless of their ability 
to pay. The 5K will raise funds to allow this to continue. 

You can run or walk – and there is a “Spartan Style” fun run for children ages 10 and under. The event begins 
and ends at Solanco High School at 9:00 am on May 21. Registration is open – visit newhopeministry.info to 
register.  

SEATS AVAILABLE FOR HARVEST PCA TRIP TO MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE 
Harvest PCA in Willow Street has hired a bus for a day trip to the Museum of the Bible in Washington, DC. It 
will take place on Wednesday, June 29th, leaving at 8:15 am and returning approximately 6:00 pm. There are a 
dozen seats still available. The cost is $47 per person – lunch is on your own at the museum. If you are 
interested, call Mary Kendall at 717.669.9174. 

 
  


