
2 KINGS 5 (Amazing Faith of a Young Girl) 
 

The Faithful Young Girl  
 

1. 2 Kgs. 5:1-4. Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master and in 

high favor, because by him the LORD had given victory to Syria. He was a mighty man of valor, but he was a 

leper. 2 Now the Syrians on one of their raids had carried off a little girl from the land of Israel, and she 

worked in the service of Naaman’s wife. 3 She said to her mistress, “Would that my lord were with the 

prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” 4 So Naaman went in and told his lord, 

“Thus and so spoke the girl from the land of Israel.”  

 

a. At times people are often brought into the kingdom of God at great cost to other people. 

 

b. Davis. Sometimes the means God uses to bring people to himself seem … well, so incidental. A 

little captive girl. Or a discarded book. Arno C. Gaebelein sent a free copy of his first book, Studies 

in Zechariah, to every rabbi in greater New York City and never received an acknowledgement 

from any of them. After a while, however, a young Hebrew Christian began to attend one of 

Gaebelein’s meetings. He had been secretary to a well-known rabbi. The rabbi had tossed Studies 

in Zechariah into the waste basket, but the secretary had fished it out, read it, and trusted Christ! 

Yahweh’s sovereignty is so fascinating. And total. 

A Faithless King 
 

2. 2 Kgs. 5:5-7. 5 And the king of Syria said, “Go now, and I will send a letter to the king of Israel.” So he went, 

taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten changes of clothing.  6 And he 

brought the letter to the king of Israel, which read, “When this letter reaches you, know that I have sent 

to you Naaman my servant, that you may cure him of his leprosy.” 7 And when the king of Israel read the 

letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man sends word to me to 

cure a man of his leprosy? Only consider, and see how he is seeking a quarrel with me.”  

 

a. Ryken. Apparently, Naaman had some experience with medical bills, because he took his entire 

investment portfolio with him: “he went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels 

of gold, and ten changes of clothing” (2 Kgs 5:5). His camels were loaded down with 750 pounds of 

silver, 150 pounds of gold and ten rich, festive gowns, festooned with gems and embroidered with 

gold, like the priestly gowns of Syria. To put this in contemporary terms, Naaman closed out his 

bank account and emptied his pension plan so he could cover his medical bills. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Grace Cannot Be Bought 
 

3. 2 Kgs. 5:8-14. 8 But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent 

to the king, saying, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come now to me, that he may know that 

there is a prophet in Israel.”  9 So Naaman came with his horses and chariots and stood at the door of 

Elisha’s house. 10 And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and 

your flesh shall be restored, and you shall be clean.” 11 But Naaman was angry and went away, saying, 

“Behold, I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call upon the name of the LORD his 

God, and wave his hand over the place and cure the leper. 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of 

Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” So he turned and 

went away in a rage. 13 But his servants came near and said to him, “My father, it is a great word the 

prophet has spoken to you; will you not do it? Has he actually said to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 14 So he 

went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God, and 

his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. 

 

a. Ray Dillard. ‘Wash in the Jordan and be cured of leprosy.’ What a preposterous idea! I can’t think 

of anything more ridiculous!  Well, maybe one thing is more ridiculous—the idea that putting your 

trust and faith in a man executed on a cross almost two thousand years ago can give you a 

renewed life now, forgiveness from sin, resurrection from the dead, and eternal life. Now that 

beats all! 

 

b. Ryken. At first it was the very freeness of God’s grace that prevented Naaman from accepting 

God’s cleansing. One of the main reasons he refused to jump in the river was because he was used 

to solving his own problems. When it comes to religion, he believed, you get what you pay for. 

Naaman expected his salvation to be costly—very costly—but not so costly that he could not pay 

for it himself. He wanted to make a contribution to his cleansing, through either his money or his 

manpower. Like every sinner, Naaman wanted to pay for his own salvation. Our natural impulse is 

to work our way back to God. But God’s grace cannot be paid for, which is why it is called “grace.”  

A Changed Man  
 

4. 2 Kgs. 5:15-18.  15 Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and he came and stood 

before him. And he said, “Behold, I know that there is no God in all the earth but in Israel; so accept now a 

present from your servant.” 16 But he said, “As the LORD lives, before whom I stand, I will receive none.” 

And he urged him to take it, but he refused. 17 Then Naaman said, “If not, please let there be given to your 

servant two mule loads of earth, for from now on your servant will not offer burnt offering or sacrifice to 

any god but the LORD. 18 In this matter may the LORD pardon your servant: when my master goes into the 

house of Rimmon to worship there, leaning on my arm, and I bow myself in the house of Rimmon, when I 

bow myself in the house of Rimmon, the LORD pardon your servant in this matter.” 19 He said to him, “Go 

in peace.”  
 

 


