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2 Kings 8 (God’s Care For His People) 
Scripture Reading  
 

1. 2 Kgs. 8:1-6. Now Elisha had said to the woman whose son he had restored to life, “Arise, and depart 
with your household, and sojourn wherever you can, for the LORD has called for a famine, and it will 
come upon the land for seven years.” 2 So the woman arose and did according to the word of the man 
of God. She went with her household and sojourned in the land of the Philistines seven years. 3 And at 
the end of the seven years, when the woman returned from the land of the Philistines, she went to 
appeal to the king for her house and her land. 4 Now the king was talking with Gehazi the servant of the 
man of God, saying, “Tell me all the great things that Elisha has done.” 5 And while he was telling the 
king how Elisha had restored the dead to life, behold, the woman whose son he had restored to life 
appealed to the king for her house and her land. And Gehazi said, “My lord, O king, here is the woman, 
and here is her son whom Elisha restored to life.” 6 And when the king asked the woman, she told him. 
So the king appointed an official for her, saying, “Restore all that was hers, together with all the 
produce of the fields from the day that she left the land until now.”  
 

a. We are now reintroduced to the Shunamite women and her son of which Elisha restored to life.  
 

b. The story of the Shunammite and her son teaches us at least three things about life in Christ 
after the resurrection: it is a life of providence, obedience, and witness. 
 

God’s Care for His People  
 

2. Rom. 8:28. 28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose. 
 

3. George Mueller. "The children are dressed and ready for school. But there is no food for them to eat," 
the housemother of the orphanage informed George Mueller. George asked her to take the 300 
children into the dining room and have them sit at the tables. He thanked God for the food and waited. 
George knew God would provide food for the children as he always did. Within minutes, a baker 
knocked on the door. "Mr. Mueller," he said, "last night I could not sleep. Somehow I knew that you 
would need bread this morning. I got up and baked three batches for you. I will bring it in." Soon, there 
was another knock at the door. It was the milkman. His cart had broken down in front of the 
orphanage. The milk would spoil by the time the wheel was fixed. He asked George if he could use 
some free milk. George smiled as the milkman brought in ten large cans of milk. It was just enough for 
the 300 thirsty children. 

 
A Life of Obedience 
 

4. Ryken. They expect divine guidance without living in daily communion with God. These expectations 
are foolish because God usually takes care of his people as they take care of their business. Those who 
are not living in basic obedience have no right to expect miraculous providence. 
 

5. Ryken. In this hyper-modern world, few people take the time to wait for God. We are always on the 
move, hurrying from one place to the next. We fill every quiet space with noise. And then we expect 
God to keep the same frenzied pace. Often, we want the Lord to hurry up and do something. Just as 
often, what he wants us to do is hurry up and wait! 
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6. Ps. 130:5-6. 5 I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; 6 my soul waits for the Lord 
more than watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen for the morning.  
 

7. Andrew Murray. Had this counsel to give about the necessity of waiting on God: If any army has been 
sent out to march into an enemy’s country, and news is received that it is not advancing, the question 
is at once asked, what is the cause of the delay. The answer will very often be: “Waiting for supplies.” 
All the stores of provisions or clothing or ammunition have not arrived. Without these, it dare not 
proceed. It is likewise in the Christian life: day by day, at every step, we need our supplies from above. 
And, there is nothing so necessary as to cultivate that spirit of dependence on God and of confidence 
in Him, which refuses to go on without the needed supply of grace and strength.  Those who wait upon 
the Lord in this way are never disappointed, but always find God faithful to provide what they need. 

 
A Life of Witness 
 

8. Acts 1:8. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

 
  


