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Long ago, Israel was controlled by 
the Roman empire, which was ruled by 
an emperor named Caesar Augustus.

...so he decided to have 
every person under 
Roman rule counted.

In response to this order, people 
were made to return to the towns 
they were born in to be officially 
counted.

The emperor wanted to see how 
large his power extended...
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This meant that Joseph, a 
descendant of the great King 
David, and his fiancée, Mary...

 The long journey was made 
even more difficult, as Mary was 
expecting a child; but this was 
no ordinary child.

Mary carried with 
her a miracle!

had to make the long journey 
from Nazareth back to his 
hometown of Bethlehem in Judea 
to be counted.
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The weary couple arrived to 
find the city overflowing with 
people who had all traveled 

there to be counted.

This presented a big problem 
for them because Mary was 
ready to give birth.
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Mary wrapped the young child 
in strips of cloth and laid him 
in a manger.

With the inn full of travelers, Mary and 
Joseph took shelter in the only place 
still available...

...a stable.

The greatest of kings was 
born in the lowest of places.
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That night, there were shepherds 
staying in the fields nearby, 

guarding their sheep.

Suddenly, an angel of the Lord 
appeared, and the glory of God 

shone so brightly that they shook 
with fear.

The angel urged them 
to be calm...

I bring 
good news.

The Messiah, the 
Savior of the world 
has been born today 

in Bethlehem.

You will find him 
wrapped in strips 
of cloth and lying 

in a manger.
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Suddenly, the angel of the Lord was 
joined by a vast host of others.

The armies of Heaven appeared, filling 
the sky above the shepherds in the 

field, and they began praising God and 
proclaiming this great miracle.

Glory to God in the 
highest Heaven, and peace 
on earth to those with 
whom God is pleased.
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After the angels had left, the 
shepherds hurried to the village to 

see the miracle for themselves!

After seeing the child, they told 
everyone what they had seen.

Everyone who heard their 
story was astonished!
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It was an incredible day filled with many 
miraculous events, and Mary kept all the 

things she saw and heard in heart and 
thought about them often.

As the shepherds returned to their 
flocks, they continued to glorify and 

praise God for the incredible miracle 
they had witnessed.

Everything had happened 
just as God promised...

...just as He had planned from the 
very beginning of everything!

The End
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In the beginning, before God created 
the universe and everything in it, 
His salvation plan was for Jesus to 
come to the earth.

God selected a very special people 
to be part of Jesus’ family. 

Mary, Jesus’ mother, and 
Joseph, Mary’s husband, 
were part of this special 
family.

It was a family that could 
be traced back to the 
great King David, whom God 
had promised an eternal 
Kingdom...

...and then to Abraham 
through whom God has 
promised to bless the 
entire world.
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But before Mary and Joseph got 
married, God came to her and 
shared some astonishing news.

When Joseph found out, 
he was hurt and confused. 

He didn’t understand how Mary 
could be with child unless she 
had been unfaithful to him.

Heartbroken, Joseph considered 
breaking his engagement to 
Mary and quietly ending their 
relationship.

God had chosen Mary 
to be Jesus’ mother!

You will become 
pregnant by the 

power of the 
Holy Spirit.
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Before Joseph could go through 
with his plans, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream. 

Mary’s baby was the Messiah!

 Joseph was amazed 
and overjoyed by this 
incredible news!

the child Mary is carrying 
is from the Holy Spirit and 

there is no reason that 
you shouldn’t marry her.

the baby boy will 
fulfill God’s promise 
to send His people a 
savior, and the baby 

should be named Jesus.
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The Romans, who were in control 
of Israel at the time, ordered 
that everyone under their rule be 
counted. 

This meant that Joseph and a very 
pregnant Mary had to take a long 
and difficult journey from Nazareth 
to Bethlehem.

The weary couple arrived to find 
the city overflowing with people 
who had all traveled to be counted.

This presented a big problem for 
them because Mary was ready to 
give birth.

With the inn full of travelers, Mary 
and Joseph took shelter in the only 
place still available: a stable.

Next to horses and sheep, the 
savior of the world was born.

Angels sang, and nearby shepherds 
came to worship the newborn king.

Let’s make sure 
that everyone 
under our rule 

be counted. 
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On the night Jesus was born, a star shone 
brightly in the night sky over the stable 
where Jesus was born.

It attracted the attention of a 
group of wise men, called the Magi.

The Magi, in wonder of this beautiful sight, 
followed the star in search of Jesus.

Evil King Herod, angry at the 
idea that someone was trying 
to take away his power, asked...

But worship wasn’t King 
Herod’s plan...

...King Herod was 
plotting to kill Jesus.

continue your search 
and to let me know 

where the child could 
be found so I could 
worship Him as well.

 where can we 
find the child 
who was born 

king of the Jews?
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The Magi followed the star until they 
reached the town of Bethlehem.

Their long and difficult journey came 
to an end when the star stopped over 
the place where they found Mary and 
Joseph caring for the baby Jesus.

Despite the humble surroundings, 
the wise men knew they were in 
the presence of holiness. 

They didn’t need to find the baby in a palace 
to know that it was right to give Jesus 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, 
which were the types of gifts given to 
kings.

The wise men bowed down 
and worshiped Jesus. 
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In a dream, God warned the Magi 
and Mary and Joseph of King 
Herod’s plan to kill Jesus. 

To help keep Jesus safe, the 
wise men began their long trip 
home in a different direction 
than they came so they wouldn’t 
run into King Herod.

They stayed in Egypt until an 
angel of the Lord appeared in 
one of Joseph’s dreams to tell 
him that King Herod had died and 
that it was finally safe for them 
to return home to Israel.

Mary and Joseph scooped up 
Jesus and escaped to Egypt.

Herod plans to 
kill the messiah.
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Some years later in Israel...

...Jesus began His ministry...

...performing miracles...

...healing people...

...and ultimately 
sacrificing Himself to 
save us from our sins.

The End
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Christmas is when we celebrate 
God’s fulfillment of a promise 
to send us a savior.

This gift wasn’t a surprise, but 
something people had been 
waiting many years to receive.

The promise of Christmas 
began with a man named 
Abraham.

God promised Abraham that 
He would have a descendant 
and that this descendant 
would be a blessing to all 
the nations.

When the Apostle Matthew 
wrote the story of Jesus’ 
life, he said that Jesus was 
the son of Abraham.
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Not only did Matthew say Jesus 
was a descendant of Abraham, 
he also said that He was a 
descendant of King David.

Many years before Jesus’ birth, 
the Prophet Isaiah promised 
that Jesus would reign on 
David’s throne.

however, unlike any king or 
other political leader, Jesus 
would rule with justice and 
righteousness forever!
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The Prophet Micah 
foretold that Jesus would 
be born in the small town 
of Bethlehem.

Micah said that, even though 
Bethlehem was small, the 
child born there would 
rule over all of Israel.

This ruler, though not yet 
born, would come from 
ancient origins.
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The Prophet Isaiah had a lot 
to say about Jesus’ birth.

God told him that the 
promised Messiah would 
be born in the most 
miraculous way.

He would be born to a 
virgin through the power 
of the Holy Spirit.

Isaiah said that Jesus 
would be called Immanuel, 
which means “God with us.”
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Isaiah went on to tell us more 
about this Immanuel and the 
greatness that was to come.

The Savior would be called 
Wonderful Counselor, the 
source of all wisdom.

Prince of Peace, the one who 
will make all things right.

Mighty God, the 
creator of all things.

Everlasting Father, 
the source of all life.
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Unfortunately, not all the prophets 
had good news about how the 
Savior’s life would play out...

The Prophet Jeremiah said that Jesus’ life 
would be in danger when He was born, and 
the Prophet Hosea said that Jesus and His 
family would have to flee to Egypt for 
a time to escape the murderous plots 
against Him.

...some people 
would reject Him.

We have 
to leave 
tonight. 
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Jesus’ birth and life fulfilled all 
of these prophesies as well as the 
most incredible one of all.

the Prophet Isaiah said that Jesus 
would be a servant who would 
suffer for the sins of the world.

He would give His life so that 
anyone who believes in Him could 
be saved from sin.

At Christmas, we celebrate the 
promised gift of salvation given to 
us by God through the sacrifice of 
His Son, Jesus Christ.

The End






