
Farewell: Finish My Course - David Lane

WARM-UP
1. Farewells are hard because of the relationships we create over time and the fellowship of those who are  
 close to us. Have you experienced challenging farewells in your life? Describe your situation and how did  
 you handle it? How was it for the other person or group of people? Is there anything you did or said that  
 made it any easier? Pastor Dave said that “goodbyes are not a part of the eternal plan.” What does he  
 mean by this? 

DIGGING DEEPER
With this message, Pastor Dave continues his final sermon series at EAC. This week he reflects on the story 

from Acts about the Apostle Paul’s final time with the Elders from the church in Ephesus as he journeyed back to 
Jerusalem. Dave shared three insights from the opening of this story that are key for each of us and our lives as 

Christians.

Do not shrink back from doing what He asks – READ:  Acts 20:15-21

2. In verse 18, Paul says that he “was with them the whole time.” What did he mean by that? Read Ephesians  
 1:15-16 (which is Paul’s letter to this same church). In this passage, what does Paul say he has been  
	 doing	for	them?	What	does	this	tell	us	about	our	lives	and	what	God	asks	us	to	do?	Why	is	this	significant?

3. In verse 19, how does Paul describe his ministry situation? In verse 20, how does Paul describe his  
 reaction to his situation? What are the ‘ministries’ that Paul describes that he did for them? How can we  
 best hold up under ‘rough waters’ as we attempt to do what God asks of us?

Go where the Spirit leads you – READ:  Acts 20:22-23

4. Who is with Paul as he makes his way to uncertain circumstances in Jerusalem? Why did Paul include  
 this statement in his farewell address to these Elders? What message does it have for us today,  
 particularly in these uncertain times that we live in?  

Finish the ministry you receive from Him – READ:  Acts 20:24-25

5. In verse 24, what does Paul say that his ministry is? Who did he receive this ministry from? And what had  
	 to	be	cleared	out	of	the	way	for	Paul	to	‘finish	my	course’?	Read	Luke	9:23-24.	How	do	these	words	of	 
 Jesus relate to Paul’s view of his life? What do these words of Jesus mean to us today as His followers? Is  
 this good news? If so, how so?
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PRAYER
Let us pray that we would ‘finish our course’ according to God’s Will for our lives, to give us strength and 

guidance through the Holy Spirit, and that we would take the message of the Gospel to those who He 
places in our paths where we live, work and play.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:

http://edgewateralliance.org/media/sermon-videos

https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/media/sermon-videos
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

