
Big Questions: What Do We Need to Make it Through? - David Lane

WARM-UP
1. Looking back over your life, have you had hopes for the future? What were your hopes based upon – was  
 it just wishful thinking, or was it based on ‘solid ground’? How have those hopes played out?         

DIGGING DEEPER
The sixth big question of this series that Pastor Dave wants us to consider is, “What do we need to make it 

through?” Building on the concern of last week about ‘the noise’ of our world that surrounds us, entering our souls 
and negatively impacting our lives, our question now is how do we bring quiet to our soul – what do we need to 

accomplish this? Dave suggests that if we can deal with it effectively, we can become beacons of light, with clear 
purpose, as a calm and gentle spirit, prepared to do as God would have us do. It is the question of true faith…the 

question of Spirit in our lives…the question of hope.  

The Necessity of Hope – READ:  Romans 15:13

2.	 A	key	element	of	‘making	it	through’	is	to	have	hope	through	our	faith.	In	the	first	few	words	of	verse	13,	for	 
 us as believers, what does Paul tell us about God? What does this mean to you as a follower?

3.	 And	progressing	in	the	verse,	what	does	this	hope	from	God	provide?	How	do	these	two	benefits	work	in	 
	 our	souls?	What	of	your	current	‘noise’	can	these	two	benefits	of	hope	from	God	alleviate?						

4. And further, how do we access this hope from God?  Dave says it this way, “Faith is your trust in the  
 character and nature of God as the one adequate to supply what you need to make it through”. It is  
 not what you can conjure up on your own or your circumstances.  Are you willing to believe that His power,  
	 character,	and	nature	are	sufficient	to	see	you	through?	And	who	gets	the	glory?	Why?

5.	 And	finally,	how	is	this	hope	of	God	sustained?	Is	this	clear	in	your	life	as	a	believer?	How?	

Hope Does Not Disappoint – READ:  Romans 5:1-5

6. In verses 1 and 2, what are the precursors to the hope from God? How do these two precursors work in  
 the life of a person who becomes a believer?

7.	 In	verses	3	and	4,	what	is	the	progression	then,	for	the	believer,	that	ultimately	leads	to	hope?	How	can	 
 our tribulations and trials lead to hope from God? Have you seen this in your life?

8. In verse 5, why does Paul say that hope does not disappoint? And again, who is the person through which  
 this hope comes?
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PRAYER
As Dave prayed for us, let us pray for others that they may find the hope that God provides, and therefore, 
the joy and peace of a life in Him. Ask how He wants you to live for Him in the places where you live, work, 

and play and how you can bring this hope of God to others on your journeys.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:

http://edgewateralliance.org/media/sermon-videos

https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/media/sermon-videos
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

