
Big Questions: What Does God Want? Part 4 - David Lane

WARM-UP
1. Dave opened by sharing a metaphor of our current times, with people sharing many opinions (some based  
 on facts; some not), as a tangled web of roads, intersecting one another, with people driving at full speed  
 and crashing into one another, not knowing how to steer through these ‘messes’ that the world keeps  
 throwing at us.  Have you felt this way lately?  If so, how are you ‘steering’ to avoid calamity? 

DIGGING DEEPER
The first question of this series that Dave wants us to consider is, “What Does God Want?” This week, in Part 4, 
Dave frames the big question a bit differently – not just what does God want, but also what does God require of 

us? Preaching from the prophet Micah, God is clear about what He wants and what He requires. Written in the late 
700’s BC in the southern kingdom of Judah, during a time of great injustice, read Micah 6:6-8, and discover what 

God requires. What is it?
To Do Justice – READ: Luke 10:33-35

2. If the Hebrew word for justice means “actively pursuing equality”, describe how this passage from the  
 Good Samaritan parable relates to the notion of “doing justice”. What elements of justice are in play in this  
 story? Are these action elements? How?

To Love Mercy (Hesed) – READ:  Exodus 34:5-7a

3. Dave reminds us of his sermon series focused on the Hebrew word, ‘Hesed’ – lovingkindness, mercy,  
	 compassion,	faithfulness	–	defined	as,	‘When	the	person	from	whom	I	have	a	right	to	expect	nothing,	 
	 instead	gives	me	everything’.	How	does	God’s	description	of	Himself	in	the	Exodus	passage	connect	with	 
	 this	Micah	verse?	How	does	the	Exodus	passage	inform	us	of	what	He	requires	of	us?	Why	and	how?

To Walk Humbly with your God – READ: Colossians 2:6-7

4. As believers, based on this passage from Paul’s letter, on what is our walk with God to be based? How do  
 you see this working out in your life?       

Go learn what this means – READ: Matthew 9:9-13 

5. From these words of Jesus, what Old Testament passage was He telling the Pharisees to go learn what it  
 means? How did that relate to the dinner that Jesus was having? What then was Jesus’ point in His  
 message and admonition to the Pharisees? What does this mean for us today relative to the Micah  
 passage?     

JUNE 21, 2020

SERMON DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS



Relationship over Religion – READ:  Matthew 12:1-14 

6.	 And	again,	from	these	words	of	Jesus,	what	Old	Testament	text	is	He	using	in	verse	seven,	and	what	 
 teaching is He making with the Pharisees and His disciples? What does this passage mean for us today  
 relative to the Micah passage?  

7. Does or can ‘religiosity’ get in our way of doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God?   
 How? Why does this happen? What can be done?  

  

PRAYER
Reflecting on these passages from Micah and Matthew, use this time of prayer to ask God what He 

requires of you in your life right now, how His requirements will help you ‘navigate’ in these tough times, 
and how He can ‘steer’ you to help those in need.

Just in case you missed the service here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:

http://edgewateralliance.org/media/sermon-videos

https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/media/sermon-videos
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

