
SERMON DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS

Live Like Jesus: Showdown in the Desert
Pastor Ron Schafer

WARM-UP
1.	 Pastor	Ron	opened	with	asking	us	to	consider	the	top	five	‘defining	moments’	in	our	life.	He	defined	a	‘defining	

moment’	as,	“Some	experience	in	your	life	that	undeniably	changes	your	path.”	We	all	have	‘defining	moments’	
in	our	 lives	–	some	are	 likely	good,	and	some	may	have	been	bad	–	 likely,	some	are	 joyous,	and	some	are	
sorrowful.	So,	Pastor	Ron	asked	us,	what	do	you	consider	are	some	of	the	defining	moments	in	your	life,	and	
why?	Have	any	of	your	moments	involved	God?	If	so,	how,	and	why?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Ron continues the new series entitled, ‘Live Like Jesus’, as he explores what the Gospel According 
to Matthew says about what Jesus’ life on earth was like – what He did, how He did it, how He lived day-to-day – 

and what it means for us to live like Him. This week, we study another ‘defining moment’ in the early part of Jesus’ 
earthly ministry – His temptation by Satan following His baptism. This is one of the most significant events in 

Jesus’ earthly ministry – one that proclaims in Scripture who Jesus is and why He came. And even today, there is 
teaching for us in this ‘defining moment’ as well. Let’s explore further what Pastor Ron shared.

FOLLOW HIM – OUR DAILY EXPERIENCE – Read: Matthew 4:1-4
2.	 Scripture,	 both	Old	 and	New	Testament,	 are	 filled	with	what	would	 be	 considered	 ‘defining	moments.’	 Take	

a	moment	and	share	 the	ones	from	Scripture	 that	come	to	mind – who’s	 involved	and	why	are	 they	defining	
moments?

3.	 Ron	said	that	this	entire	story	of	Jesus’	temptation	describes	a	defining	moment	for	Jesus,	and	to	begin	with,	we	
need	to	understand	that	this	was	not	Satan’s	idea – what	happened	was	not	on	Satan’s	terms.	What	does	Ron	
mean	by	this,	and	how	do	we	know	this?	Why	is	this	important,	and	how	significant	is	this	for	Jesus	and	ultimately	
for	us?

4.	 What	does	this	first	encounter	of	the	temptation	experience	tell	us?	What	happened	and	why?	Read	Deuteronomy	
8:2-3.	What	does	the	full	Deuteronomy	passage	tell	us?	Pastor	Ron	said,	“The	daily	appointment	you	have	with	
God	will	define	your	life.”	What	does	he	mean	by	this?	Do	you	see	this	in	your	life?	If	so,	how,	and	why?	And	Ron	
concluded	by	saying,	“The	Danger	for	us	is	to	focus	on	the	immediate	and	miss	the	eternal.	The	goal	then,	is	not	
‘how	can	I	get	from	God	what	I	want’?	It’s	to	discover	who	is	God?	And	how	can	I	learn	to	know	Him?”	What	does	
Ron	mean	by	this?	Does	this	ring	true	in	your	life?	How	so?				

  
FOLLOW HIM – TRUST AND OBEY – Read: Matthew 4:5-7

5.	 What	does	this	second	encounter	of	the	temptation	experience	tell	us?	What	is	Satan	angling	for	Jesus	to	do	–	
Ron	called	it,	‘razzle/dazzle’?	What	do	you	think?	Read	Deuteronomy	6:16-19.	What	does	the	full	Deuteronomy	
passage	tell	us	and	why	is	this	important?	What	does	it	say	about	questioning	God’s	provision	for	His	people?		
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6.	 Read	Mark	8:31-33.	What	is	happening	here?	Pastor	Ron	used	this	as	a	parallel	to	Jesus’	second	encounter	
with	Satan	in	His	temptation – do	you	see	the	parallel,	and	as	Ron	said,	was	Jesus	with	Peter	and	His	apostles	
reflecting	back	on	this	encounter	with	Satan?	How	so?	What	does	this	mean	for	us?

7.	 Satan	uses	the	same	opening	phrase	as	he	did	before	–	what	is	it?	Why	is	this	important?	Read	Psalm	91:9-16.		
And	now,	in	this	second	encounter,	Satan	himself	uses	Scripture – why?	But	how	is	Scripture	misused	here?		
And	in	Jesus’	answer,	the	appropriate	answer	for	a	child	of	God	is	clear	–	to	trust	and	obey	in	God,	not	through	
testing	Him	but	by	submission	to	Him	–	and	He	will	provide	and	protect.	Do	you	see	this?	Does	this	make	sense	
in	your	life?	If	so,	do	you	have	examples?

FOLLOW HIM – THE KING HAS ONE MORE MOVE – Read: Matthew 4:8-11 
8.	 What	does	this	third	and	last	encounter	of	the	temptation	experience	tell	us?	What	happened	and	why?	Is	Satan	

‘pulling	out	all	the	stops’	–	in	what	ways?	Was	this	his	end	game	all	along?	Why?	And	what	do	you	make	of	Jesus’	
answer?	Read	Deuteronomy	6:13-14.	What	does	this	full	passage	tell	us?	Why	is	this	significant?

9.	 What	do	you	find	unique	in	the	way	that	Jesus	answers	Satan	in	each	of	the	three	encounters?	What	does	this	
tell	us	about	how	we	deal	with	temptations?	In	addition,	read	Matthew	6:9-13.	When	Jesus	was	teaching	His	
disciples	how	to	pray	to	the	Father,	what	did	He	say	we	should	pray	about	temptation?	Why	is	this	important	and	
what	does	it	say	about	our	prayers	to	God?		

10.	Pastor	Ron	shared	some	final	thoughts	about	temptation	in	the	life	of	the	believer.	First,	temptation	is	not	sin.		
How	is	this	so?	Secondly,	Jesus	knows	and	understands	our	temptations.	Again,	how	so?	Read	Hebrews	4:14-
16.	Ron	said,	“There	is	only	one	who	really	knows	the	weight	and	intensity	of	temptations	–	it’s	Jesus.”	What	does	
Ron	mean	by	this?	Does	this	ring	true	for	you?

11.	And	to	summarize	this	entire	‘defining	moment’	in	Jesus’	life,	we	must	remember	that,	as	Pastor	Ron	said,	“The	
King	has	one	more	move.”	What	does	Ron	mean	by	this	in	the	context	of	this	encounter	with	Satan?	And	what	
else	do	we	understand	that	the	King	did,	and	will	do,	as	His	next	move?	And	what	does	that	tell	us	about	our	
lives,	when	we	sense	that	we’re	backed	into	the	corner,	with	nowhere	else	to	go,	and	no	moves	to	make	to	set	
ourselves	free?	Who	has	the	next	move?	Is	this	the	Gospel?	How	so?

PRAYER
As we consider Pastor Ron’s message today, pray that the Holy Spirit would strengthen and guide you in times 

of temptation, that His Will would be done, and that your daily experience is to trust in His provision for your life.  
Also pray for your obedience to His plans and His call on your life to serve Him. And when your ‘defining moments’ 
are tough moments, pray that God would surround you with His love, strength, power, and wisdom to live the life 

He has for you, to live like Jesus. And, as always, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, 
and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in this world, living like Jesus lived 

and loving like Jesus loved. Amen.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw
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