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Live Like Jesus: Wholly Faithful 

Warm-up 
 

1. Have you ever had an experience in your life where you were fully and completely – wholly – 
responsible for a significant event or production?  Maybe it was a conference, or a training session, or 
maybe more personally, a wedding or other major life event.  If so, what was involved?  How did you 
plan for the event?  Who else was involved?  If it was successful, what made it so?  If there were 
challenges or obstacles, what were they and how were they overcome?  Was God involved in your 
experience?  If so, how and why? 

           

Digging Deeper 
 

Today, Pastor Connor continues the series entitled, ‘Live Like Jesus’, as he explores what the Gospel 
According to Matthew says about what Jesus’ life on earth was like – what He did, how He did it, how He 
lived day-to-day – and what it means for us to live like Him. This week, we explore how Matthew describes 
Jesus’ earliest public ministry activities, and how these activities would help shape and define His entire 
time on Earth.  As His followers, His approach and efforts become our example as well…living like Jesus 
means following His model.  Let’s explore further what this story means for us today. 
 

NOT ‘OR’, BUT ‘AND’ – Read: Matthew 4:23-25 
2. In this story of Jesus’ early public ministry, what are the significant points that we need to see and 

understand?  Where was Jesus?  Who was He with?  What did He say (also see v17 earlier)?  What 
did He do?  So, do you see the dual nature of Jesus’ ministry, His truth and His work, evident in this 
story?  Why is this important in Jesus’ case?  And in the case of His followers? 
 

3. Pastor Connor said that Jesus’ example for us is one that is ‘wholistic in nature’ – it was not one of just 
teaching or just healing, but rather, one of both – preaching and restoring – the wellbeing of lives in 
spiritual, mental, and physical dimensions.  What does this tell us about Jesus’ purpose in coming to 
earth as He did?  And what does this tell us about our lives as His followers – which is He calling us to 
do?  How does this ‘duality’ work in your life as His follower?  Is this living like Jesus?  How so? 

 

4. Connor said that the caution for us as followers today is that there are movements in His name that 
emphasize one over the other, sometimes to the near exclusion of the other one.  What is wrong with 
this?  Are there examples of this that you are familiar with?  A.W. Tozer said, “Heresy is not so much 
rejecting as selecting.”  What did he mean by this?  How does a body of believers not fall prey to this 
approach (the ‘cafeteria buffet’ approach – pick and choose what we like) – who is and what is 
involved?      

   

WHOLLY PERSEVERANCE – Read: Luke 4:31-37 



5. So, if we are to live like Jesus in a wholistic approach that is faithful – meeting the needs of both 
ourselves and others in mind, spirit and body – we have to both persevere and persist, because it won’t 
necessarily be easy, and forces are at work against our best efforts.  In this passage in Luke that is 
similar to today’s Matthew passage, what do see about the perseverance of Jesus in what He did?  
What is notable about this Luke version of the story?  Why is this significant for these followers of the 
time and for us today? 
 

6. Connor said that the call from Jesus to people is to follow Him completely – He did not leave the ‘pick 
and choose’ option open to us…He did not intend to.  What does this say to us at EAC in the equipping 
and sending approaches that we take individually and collectively?  Why does this matter? 

 

WHOLLY PERSISTENCE – Read: Luke 4:38-44 
7. In this similar passage in Luke to today’s Matthew passage, again, what do see about the persistence 

of Jesus in what He did?  And again, what is notable about this Luke version of the story?  Do you see 
where the final three verses of Luke’s account bring us full circle back to where the Matthew story 
begins?  Why is this important to how Jesus ministered to the people then and to what He calls us to 
do today?  Is this living like Jesus? 
 

8. In closing, Connor said, “If you remove or reject an essential element of the life of Jesus, you are left 
with something other than the life of Jesus.”  What does he mean by this?  Connor used the pizza 
example – do you have other examples?  And again, how do we avoid this mistake, and who is 
involved? 

 
 

Prayer 

As we consider Pastor Connor’s message today, pray that the Holy Spirit would continuously show and 

remind you of meeting your needs and those of others in all dimensions – mind, body, and soul.  Pray that 

as those in need physically are placed in your path, that you are His hands and feet. Pray that as those in 

need spiritually are placed in your path, that you are His voice and truth. And pray that as those who need 

‘the renewing of their minds’ are placed in your path, that you have the Truth and Grace of Jesus to share 

with them through His Word and through prayer with and for them.  And, as always, as we consider being 

‘wholly faithful’ – complete and fully His – pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, 

and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in this world, living like 

Jesus lived and loving like Jesus loved. Amen. 

 

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links: 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now 

https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

