
SERMON DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS

Live Like Jesus: Invest in Others
Pastor Connor Neigenfind

WARM-UP
1.	 As	Christians,	we	all	have	had	significant	people	and	events	in	our	lives	that	have	helped	shape	our	faith	and	our	

direction	on	the	path.	Today,	Pastor	Connor	opened	by	asking	us	a	question:	“Who	has	had	the	greatest	impact	
on	your	own	faith?”	Share	that	person	with	the	group	and	talk	about	the	importance	of	the	person	and	how	and	
why	their	influence	was	so	impactful?	Is	the	person	you	identified	personal	to	you?	If	so,	how	does	this	make	a	
difference?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Connor continues the series entitled, ‘Live Like Jesus’, as he explores what the Gospel According to 
Matthew says about what Jesus’ life on earth was like – what He did, how He did it, how He lived day-to-day – and 
what it means for us to live like Him. This week, we explore one of the most significant events in the early part of 
Jesus’ earthly ministry – His initial calling of His apostles to follow Him. Let’s explore further what Connor shared 

about this calling and what it means for us today.

INVESTING IN OTHERS – Read: Matthew 4:18-22
2.	 Pastor	Connor	said	that	“When	it	comes	to	the	impact	one	life	can	have	on	another,	example	and	access	are	

more	important	than	knowledge	and	giftedness.	Therefore,	intentional	relationships	should	be	a	priority	for	every	
follower	of	Jesus.”	What	does	Connor	mean	by	this?	Does	this	ring	true	with	the	person	you	identified	in	the	
opening	question?	How	so?		

3.	 As	we	read	in	this	passage	of	Jesus’	calling	of	these	first	Apostles,	what	strikes	you	about	this	story?	And	what	
did	Connor	tell	us	was	contrary	or	‘backwards’	to	the	normal	way	of	initiating	the	teacher/disciple	relationship?		
Why	is	this	important	in	Jesus’	case?	And	in	the	case	of	His	followers?

4.	 Pastor	Connor	said	that	during	these	three-and-a-half	years	of	life	together,	He	gave	His	twelve	Apostles	a	high	
level	of	access	and	example,	and	that	 these	tweleve	men	were	the	primary	focus	of	His	ministry.	What	does	
Connor	mean	by	 this	and	why	would	 this	become	so	 important?	He	concluded	 this	 section	by	 reading	 from	
a	book	by	Dr.	Robert	Coleman	and	summarized	the	book	this	way:	“If	you	want	to	make	a	big	impact	for	the	
Kingdom,	help	a	few	people	follow	Jesus	really	well.”	What	does	Connor	mean	by	this?	Is	this	what	Jesus	did?		
Has	it	worked?	But	if	we’re	honest,	we	may	have	objections	to	this	approach	–	let’s	explore	further.				

  
…BUT, TIME… – Read: Acts 16:25-34

5.	 An	initial	objection	may	be,	‘I	don’t	have	the	time.’	Connor	acknowledged	that	for	some	seasons	in	our	lives,	we	
are	challenged	with	time	and	important	commitments.	But	he	suggested	that	it	doesn’t	have	to	be	‘carved	out’	
time	that	we’re	talking	about	–	it	can	be	‘hang	out’	time.	Do	what	Jesus	did	–	He	was	crazy	busy,	so	He	invited	
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those	He	called	to	do	what	He	was	doing,	and	they	did.	What	does	this	passage	in	Acts	tell	us	about	this	‘hanging	
out’	notion	and	the	way	Paul	interacted	with	his	Gospel	companions?	Does	this	make	sense	to	you?	Can	this	be	
viable	in	your	life?	How	so?

…BUT, KNOWLEDGE… – Read: Mark 5:1-20 
6.	 But,	we	say,	‘I	don’t	know	enough	Bible	to	help	others	–	I’m	lacking.’	For	perspective,	how	does	this	seemingly	

bizarre	story	in	Mark’s	Gospel	account	conclude?	What	does	Jesus	want	the	healed	man	to	do	for	others?	Why	
did	Jesus	command	the	man	in	this	way?	Does	it	seem	that	it	was	effective?	And	so,	the	bottom	line	that	Connor	
reminded	us	of	is	that	we	are	the	expert	of	our	own	story	–	and	that’s	the	most	important	thing	we	can	share	–	tell	
how	much	God	has	done	for	you.	He	said	that	if	you	know	Jesus,	you	know	enough.	Should	you	grow	and	learn	
more	–	yes,	of	course,	as	His	disciples,	this	is	our	keen	pursuit.	But	we	are	equipped	adequately	now	to	invest	in	
others	–	how,	and	by	whom?	And	what	difference	does	this	make?

…BUT, SIN… – Read: Romans 7:18-20 and Philippians 3:12-17
7.	 But,	we	say,	we	are	sinners	dealing	with	our	own	issues,	challenges,	and	problems	–	how	can	we	possibly	invest	

in	others	and	help	others	when	we	aren’t	sorted	out	ourselves?	What	does	the	first	passage	in	Paul’s	letter	to	
the	house	churches	in	Rome	say	about	his	situation?	Is	this	for	us	too?	And	then	what	does	the	passage	in	the	
letter	from	Paul	to	the	church	in	Philippi	tell	us?	What	about	Paul	makes	this	passage	so	compelling	for	us	today?		
Simply	put,	did	Jesus	call	perfect	people?	Why	or	why	not?	What	does	this	tell	us	then?

…BUT, PEOPLE ARE PEOPLE… – Read: Matthew 17:14-18
8.	 Some	of	us	are	challenged	by	interactions	with	other	folks,	sometimes	maybe	even	warranted.	What	does	this	

passage	in	Matthew’s	account	tell	us	about	Jesus’	own	reaction	to	those	around	Him?	Connor	suggested	to	us	
that	the	fact	that	we	struggle	with	each	other	from	time	to	time	is	not	out	of	 lineit’s	pretty	normalwe’re	flawed	
people	dealing	with	flawed	people.	However,	if	we	are	followers	of	Jesus	who	want	to	grow	in	His	character	and	
competencies,	it	will	mean	that	we	invest	in	others,	and	patience	is	a	fruit	of	the	Spirit	that	is	ours	to	hold	and	
shape	and	grow,	even	when	it’s	hard.	What	is	your	take	on	all	of	this?	Are	you	a	‘people	person’	or	is	it	challenging	
for	you	to	engage?	Who	can	help?	Why	does	this	make	a	difference?

PRAYER
As we consider Pastor Connor’s message today, pray that the Holy Spirit would place on your heart Jesus’ 

command to invest in others, in ways that will grow faith, grow lives and grow His Kingdom. Pray that the Holy 
Spirit would give you the support, strength, and guidance to address concerns or objections you might have about 
“One Anothering One Another” and to share your story so that others might be encouraged in their faith, maybe for 
the first time ever. And, as always, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to 
respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in this world, living like Jesus lived and loving 

like Jesus loved. Amen.

Note: Pastor Connor referenced the book, The Master Plan of Evangelism, by Dr. Robert Coleman, and encouraged 
us to consider reading it.



In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw
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