
SERMON DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS JANUARY 9, 2022

The State of EAC
Pastor Connor Neigenfind

WARM-UP
1.	 As	you	consider	2021,	what	would	you	say	are	the	most	significant	things	that	happened	to	you	personally	in	your	

faith	journey	with	Jesus?	What	happened?	What	was	involved?	Who	was	involved?	Why	are	they	so	significant?	
Would	you	say	that	God	was	directly	involved?	Do	you	envision	these	significant	things	continuing	in	2022	and	
beyond? If so, in what ways?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, as we enter the new year, Pastor Connor shares “The State of EAC”, so that as a faith community, we 

can understand and celebrate where we’ve been in 2021 and also consider what’s in front of us in 2022. The key 
consideration about all of this is, ‘it’s all about Jesus’. Let’s explore further what Connor shared with us.

2021 – TO GOD BE THE GLORY – Read: 1 Peter 4:7-11

2.	 Pastor	Connor	and	Elder	Dick	Jacquin	opened	with	a	recap	of	EAC	2021	in	what	they	called,	‘EAC	–	the	Kingdom	
Ecosystem’	–	what	we’ve	done	together,	why	we	did	it,	how	it	impacted	lives	within	EAC	and	outwardly,	and	how	
it	all	happened.	Connor	and	Dick	focused	comments	particularly	in	these	key	areas:

• Selection and installation of Pastor Connor as Senior Pastor at EAC

•	 Next-Gen	Ministries	–	we’ve	seen	growth	in	more	young	families	and	youth	ministries	is	up	from	last	year	as	well,	
with	both	Sunday	and	Wednesday	evening	activities

•	 SALT	–	Senior	Adults	doing	Life	Together	–	engaged	once	again	last	year	in	significant	numbers,	supporting	one	
another and other EAC ministries

•	 Every	Child	 Initiative	 –	 growth	 last	 year	 in	 both	 volunteers	 and	meeting	 needs	 –	 prayer,	 baby-sitting,	 home	
support,	family	support,	and	much	more

•	 Our	Campus	–	investments	made	to	make	our	facilities	conducive	to	serving	our	community,	inside	and	out

•	 Missional	Communities	and	Missional	Living	–	taking	the	first	steps	of	understanding	and	formulating	what	it	truly	
means to be the church in the world

•	 Giving	–	even	in	the	midst	of	the	pandemic,	a	record-setting	giving	level	by	the	congregation,	so	that	new	ministry	
doors	can	open,	and	others	be	strengthened

•	 Other	Ministries	–	significant	activities	and	blessings	provided	 through	Grief	Share;	missions;	new	members,	
baptisms	and	professions	of	faith;	new	believer	and	discipleship	teaching;	Operation	Christmas	Child,	Acts	29;	
Honduras	children	support;	quilting	ministry,	and	meal	ministry



	 As	a	group,	look	across	these	elements	of	‘the	Kingdom	Ecosystem’	at	EAC	–	what	were	you	involved	with	in	
2021,	and	why?	What	surprised	you	most	about	Connor’s	recounting,	and	why?	Do	you	see	God	being	Glorified	
in all of this? How so?

3.	 In	this	passage	from	the	first	letter	of	Peter,	as	his	concluding	benediction,	what	is	he	telling	the	faithful	of	the	
churches	in	Asia	Minor?	What	are	the	key	phrases,	and	why	is	Peter	telling	them	these	things?	Where	does	he	
suggest that it all leads? Is that the case today for EAC? How so?   

  
2022 – HIS WILL BE DONE – Read: Ephesians 1:7-12

4.	 As	Connor	considered	where	we’ve	been,	he	also	talked	about	plans	for	2022.	In	particular,	he	focused	on	the	
following:

•	 New	Family	Pastor	position	and	person	–	Jeff	Savage	and	his	wife	and	family	arriving	in	February

•	 Expand	and	grow	the	Every	Child	Initiative	with	more	folks	becoming	foster	parents,	and	growing	financial	and	
tangible	support

•	 Creating	even	better	facilities	with	a	new	playground	and	support	for	outside	groups	like	scouts	and	Bible	Study	
Fellowship

•	 Deeper	training	for	Missional	Communities	and	growth	of	small	groups	that	include	the	churched	and	unchurched

•	 Using	our	giving	dollars	wisely	to	grow	the	Kingdom	Ecosystem	for	His	Will

• Growth in other ministries as well

	 Once	again,	as	a	group,	look	across	these	2022	elements	of	‘the	Kingdom	Ecosystem’	at	EAC	–	what	piques	your	
interest? In what areas do you see and desire growth? How will God’s Will be done in these areas?   

5.	 Read	Psalm	103:1-2.	What	does	this	well-known	passage	of	David	tell	us	about	His	work	 in	our	 lives?	From	
where	do	His	benefits	originate?	Do	we	believe	this	for	EAC	as	a	faith	community?

6.	 Read	Romans	12:2.	What	is	Paul	saying	here	to	the	gatherings	in	Rome?	From	Paul,	how	do	we	know	the	Will	
of	God,	and	as	a	result,	what	happens?	Does	this	apply	to	us	at	EAC	in	plans	for	2022?	How	so?

‘MORE AND MORE’ LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT – Read: Philippians 1:9-11 

7.	 In	this	passage	from	Paul’s	letter	to	the	church	in	Philippi,	Connor	said	that,	like	that	church,	there	is	much	left	
for	EAC	to	do.	Paul	is	writing	to	a	church	he	founded,	and	a	church	that	is	doing	well.	So	why	is	Paul	praying	
for	them,	‘more	and	more’?	And	how	does	he	say	this	happens?	And	to	what	end	or	purpose?	Is	this	for	EAC	in	
2022?	How	so,	specifically?

8.	 Read	Romans	8:26-28.	What	 is	Paul	 saying	here	 to	 the	gatherings	 in	Rome?	Who	 is	 the	central	agent	and	
what	does	He	do?	Why	is	this	important,	and	what	is	the	result?	Does	this	apply	to	us	in	2022	and	beyond,	both	
individually	and	corporately?	How	so?		

9.	 In	closing,	Connor	urged	each	of	us	to	consider	a	fundamental	question	for	2022	(framed	several	ways)	–	What	
does	‘more’	look	like	for	you?	How	does	God	want	you	to	grow	in	2022?	What	steps	do	you	need	to	take	to	own	
your faith more this year? How does He want to use you? How much of your time, talent and treasure does He 



want	you	 to	give	away?	What	God-sized	dreams	do	you	have?	Share	with	each	other	your	 thoughts	on	 this	
question	 in	all	 the	dimensions	–	how	do	you	answer	 it	 for	yourself?	Why?	How	do	we	answer	 it	 for	 the	EAC	
gathering? Why?

PRAYER
Connor closed his message by turning to prayer, asking God to fill us with the Holy Spirit, to give us God-sized 

vision, to meet needs, to bring ministry partners to us, to touch hearts of those on the sidelines to ‘get in the 
game’, to grow in our knowledge and love of Jesus, and to spread the ‘fragrance of Jesus’ by how we live, love, 
and share what we know to be true. As you pray for 2022, pray over these words of Connor – make them your 

own – and pray that God will open your heart and mind so that you can answer Him in obedience and worship, to 
do His Will in and through your life. Pray that He would make it clear to you what ‘more’ looks like for you. And, as 
always, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, 
in order to be His hands, feet and heart in this world – a world that needs Jesus and your witness of Him in 2022, 

and beyond! Amen.

Note: Remember that the EAC Annual Meeting is on Sunday, February 6th. Please plan to attend.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

