
SERMON DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS

Live Like Jesus: Enter In
Pastor Connor Neigenfind

WARM-UP
1. The Christmas story in the Gospel accounts is one of the most well-known stories in Christianity. Even most 

non-Christians know some or most of the story, at least during the Christmas season. And even for those folks, 
it is generally seen as a tender, hope-filled story. What do you think is so meaningful to non-believers about this 
story? Why does it connect with people of all backgrounds, beliefs, and worldviews? Why does this make a 
difference?      

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Connor continues the new series entitled, ‘Live Like Jesus’, as he explores what the Gospel 

According to Matthew says about what Jesus’ life on earth was like – what He did, how He did it, how He lived 
day-to-day – and what it means for us to live like Him. This week, we begin at the beginning of Jesus’ earthly, 

human story. And with this beginning, we start on a path that lays the premise for this entire series: that because 
He came, we have the privilege, the ability, and the calling to live like Him. And as Connor said last week, for the 
Christian, living like Him is not optional – God doesn’t give us that possibility – He didn’t intend to. So, what does 
this ‘beginning of the story’ teach us and tell us about following Him? Let’s explore further what Connor shared.

ENTER IN – JESUS CAME – Read: Matthew 1:18-25

2. As you read this well-known Christmas story, what jumps out to you with fresh eyes? Do you see the power of 
reading these familiar stories again in new contexts? How so?

3. Read John 10:10b. Pastor Connor said “this is the purpose statement of Jesus’ coming – that He came and 
‘entered into our mess for us – this is the Gospel, right?” Do you see and understand this to be the case?  
Christian author and teacher Greg Koukl, in his book, The Story of Reality, says it this way: “The God who began 
the Story, the God who made everything, is the same God who came down, who became flesh, who entered 
history as a baby born in Bethlehem; God got smal; To reach out to frightened, lost humanity, God crouched 
down. He came down. He got low – to perform the ultimate rescue operation.” What do these words say to you?  
Do they ring true? How so?

4. Finally, read John 1:14, 16-17. What do these words of John tell us about Jesus coming?

  
ENTER IN – CALLED TO OTHERS ALSO – Read: 1 John 3:11

5. Pastor Connor said that “if we are going to follow Jesus, if we are going to live like Him, we must realize that we 
are a sent people, called to enter into the messy lives of others also.” What does Connor mean by this? What do 
you make of it for your life? How does it square with our desire or preference for comfort, security and the ‘good 
life’? And how do you prepare for this? Who is involved?  
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6. What does the 1 John passage mean? Read John 13:34-35. How are these two passages connected? What do 
they tell us about our call to others? Pastor Andy Stanley calls this, “One-anothering one another.” What does he 
mean by this? Read Ephesians 4:32; Romans 5:5-7; Hebrews 3:13; Ephesians 5:21; Galatians 6:2 – according 
to Paul, inspired by the Holy Spirit, how else do we ‘one-another one another’? Is this all part of living like Jesus?  
How so? What does Paul call this in the Galatians passage? What does he mean? Why is this important?

7. Read Mark 8:34-37. If we are called to enter into the messy lives of others, what do these words of Jesus tell us?  
And what do we make of this – is it counter-intuitive – upside-down? How so? And importantly, are we all called 
to do the same thing? Why or why not? Read 1 Peter 4:8-11. How does Peter say it? What difference does this 
make?

ENTER IN – BUT WHY? – Read: 1 John 4:19 

8. So, this brings us to the ‘why’ question for our ‘entering in’ to others messiness. What does the 1 John passage 
say? It’s not complex, is it? For broader perspective, now read 1 John 4:7-21. What stands out to you in this entire 
passage? Connor asked us then, ‘Do you believe you are loved? If so, then live loved.” What does he mean?

9. Pastor Connor closed with the quote from Erwin McManus: “When the church is a movement, our stewardship 
becomes the unleashing of our God-given gifts, talents and passions. My goal is not to cast a vision that everyone 
buys into, but to create a visional community where everyone who enters in begins to have wild and God-sized 
dreams and visions.” Do you see this for your life? Do you see this for the life of EAC together?  

10. Pastor Connor closed by asking, “So what will following Jesus and living loved look like for you exactly?” He 
suggested that while he doesn’t know precisely for each one of us, he can describe it – it will look like entering 
the messes like Jesus did; it will look like getting your hands dirty; it will look like sacrifice; it will look, smell, feel 
and taste like love; and it will be beautiful. How do you answer Connor’s question? And does it change over time?  
How so? And how do we actually do this – who is involved?

PRAYER
As we consider the beginning point of this series, pray a prayer of thanksgiving and adoration that Jesus came…
and that He came for you, and for the whole world. And pray that the Holy Spirit will urge, support, strengthen and 
guide you to live like Jesus, growing in His character and competencies, being His disciple, so that you can do the 
Father’s Will in and through your life. Pray that He will show you what being in other peoples’ messes looks like, 
and how you can follow His lead. Pray that He will show you how and why to ‘one-another one another’, and be 

right where He wants you to be, with the people He wants you to be with. And, as always, pray that the Holy Spirit 
would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and 

heart in this world, living loved so that you can love others.  Amen.

Note: Remember that the EAC Annual Meeting is on Sunday, February 6th. Please plan to attend.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

