
SERMON DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS

Live Like Jesus: Series Introduction
Pastor Connor Neigenfind

WARM-UP
1. As you were growing up, did your family have any ‘code of conduct’ or a set of accepted behaviors that were just 

a part of your family? If so, describe them – what were they? How did they come to be? How were they made 
known? What was the basis for them? And if you have a family now, do you still practice the ‘code of conduct’?  
Why or why not? If so, are they some of the same from your growing up, or new ones, or both? Is God central to 
your set? How so?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Connor begins a new series entitled, ‘Live Like Jesus’, as he explores what the Gospel According to 
Matthew says about what Jesus’ life on earth was like – what He did, how He did it, how He lived day-to-day – and 
what it means for us to live like Him. As we begin this series, Connor said that there are two presuppositions that 
will be foundational for our understanding of Jesus’ life – (1) The Christ life is the greatest life in human history; 

and (2) His life should be emulated by all of us. Connor suggested that nearly everyone, regardless of their faith, 
belief system, or worldview likely agrees with these two presuppositions – most people genuinely like Jesus and 
if they know even a little, like what He stands for. But what does this actually mean for us as followers of Jesus, 
and what do we make of His life for our lives? Let’s explore further what Connor means by this and where it will 

ultimately lead.

THE GREATEST LIFE TO BE EMULATED – Read: Romans 5:1-11

2.	 For	the	first	presupposition,	in	what	ways	would	you	say	that	Jesus’	life	if	the	greatest	life	in	human	history?	What	
evidence is there for this notion? Does this make a difference to you in your understanding of who He was/is? If 
so, in what ways? Does it make a difference for the world, now and then? How so?

3.	 In	Paul’s	 letter	 to	 the	house	churches	 in	Rome,	what	does	he	say	about	 the	 life	of	 Jesus	and	 its	 impact	on	
believers and non-believers? Is this a life to be emulated? How so?

  
CHRISTIANS MUST LIVE LIKE JESUS – Read: 1 John 2:1-6

4.	 Connor	said	that	regarding	the	life	of	Jesus,	there	is	a	key	distinction	between	what	believers	do	with	His	life,	and	
what non-believers can do – the distinction is that for non-believers, it’s like a consultant or a life coach – take it 
or	leave	it.	But	for	believers,	it’s	not	optional	–	your	life	must	look	like	Jesus.	What	is	your	take	on	this	notion	and	
the	distinction?	Does	it	make	sense	to	you?	What	does	the	1	John	passage	say?	Do	you	think	John,	having	lived	
beside	Jesus	day	and	night	for	three-and-a-half	years,	knew	of	which	he	talks?	How	so?				

5. Relative to how we are to live, for believers, Connor used the analogy of a family, with parental authority and 
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children to obey. He said, “For the family of faith, our best picture of the moral code that God is calling us to, is 
the	life	of	Jesus.”	To	love	like	Him,	to	look	like	Him,	to	live	like	Him.	Does	this	ring	true	for	you?	How	so?

6.	 But	we’re	not	Jesus	–	so	what	do	we	do?	We	realize	that	it	doesn’t	always	come	naturally,	not	intuitively,	not	
easily, and sometimes just seems ‘upside-down’. So, it will take a real commitment to make it happen, through 
the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit	in	our	lives,	but	the	cost	is	far	outweighed	by	the	benefit.	Do	you	see	that	this	is	the	
case?	How	does	this	relate	to	the	notion	of	discipleship	in	your	life?	How	does	EAC	define	‘disciple’,	and	how	
does	this	relate	to	our	notion	of	living	like	Jesus?	And	why	is	this	important?

CHOOSING THE LIFESTYLE OF JESUS – Read: 1 John 4:15-17 

7.	 What	does	this	passage	from	1	John	say	to	us	about	choosing	the	lifestyle	of	Jesus?	From	where	or	whom	does	
this come? And how are we supported in this choice?

8.	 Read	James	1:22-25.	It	is	clear	what	James	is	saying	–	it’s	not	enough	to	believe	–	we	must	live	what	we	believe	
–	and	this	is	true	faith.	Connor	said	it	this	way:	“Believing	in	Jesus	and	not	following	Him	is	not	an	option	that	God	
the	Father	leaves	open	to	us.”	What	is	Connor	saying	here?	Does	this	make	sense	to	you?	How	so?			

9.	 Connor	concluded	with	a	 reading	 from	a	book	by	Pastor	John	Mark	Comer,	where	he	summarized	 like	 this:		
Christianity is more than a set of ideas about God – theology; it is more than a set of do’s and don’ts – ethics 
(morality).	It	is	all	that	for	sure,	but	it’s	so	much	more	–	it’s	a	way	of	life	based	on	Jesus	Himself	–	it’s	a	lifestyle	
in and of Him. Does this ring true for you? Do you have other words to describe it?

PRAYER
As we consider this new series and the notion of living like Jesus, pray that the Holy Spirit will come along side 
you as we study the Gospel of Matthew and look at Jesus’ life, and help you to see and understand how He is 

your model for living. And pray that the Spirit will give you strength when it seems tough or counter-intuitive, and 
courage to stand firm in Jesus’ call to living His way when the culture says just the opposite. Also pray for God’s 

wisdom to know the right path – to take the direction and make decisions that will lead to the destination that God 
has for your life. And looking beyond yourself, also pray that by living like Jesus, you will become a light in the 

darkness for others – both believers and non-believers alike. And, as always, pray that the Holy Spirit would give 
you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in 

this world, making it abundantly clear that you are living like Jesus. Amen.

Note: Remember that the EAC Annual Meeting is on Sunday, February 6th. Please plan to attend.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

