
 

 February 27, 2022  

 

Live Like Jesus: Scars of Forgiveness 
 

Warm-up 
 

1. Well, Pastor Connor shared his, so how about us – do you have any physical 
scars on your body, and if so (and you’re willing to share), what were the 
circumstances? Did your scar(s) come from bad experiences that did damage to 
you or good experiences that actually, provided healing, or do you have both? 
Do physical scars seem permanent? In what ways? When you look at it a bit 
more philosophically, what do physical scars represent? Why is this important? 

 
Digging Deeper 

 

Today, Pastor Connor continues the series entitled, ‘Live Like Jesus’, as he explores what the Gospel 
According to Matthew says about what Jesus’ life on earth was like – what He did, how He did it, 
how He lived day-to-day – and what it means for us to live like Him. This week, we move forward 

in Matthew’s account to Chapter 9* and look at one of Jesus’ most profound (and possibly well-
known) healing experiences. There is a lot going on in this story, which at its core is grounded in the 
restoration of a person in need. Let’s explore further what this story means for us today as we seek to 

‘live like Jesus.’. 
 

 
SCARS OF LIFE – Read: Matthew 9:1-8 

 
2. In this story of Jesus’ public ministry, what are the significant points that we need 
to see and understand? Where is Jesus? Who is He with and who is present? What is 
happening? What did Jesus say and do? Why did Jesus do what He did? 
 
3. Pastor Connor said that scars are a mark on our lives forever, and that they can be 
both outer (physical) and inner (spiritual). In addition, he went on to say that scars can 
result from things that are bad and things that are good. And on the good side, from 
an inner perspective, Connor said, “There are some things that happen in life which 
mark the soul in such a profoundly positive way that they leave your inner world 



forever changed for the better.” So, what does Connor mean by all of this and how 
do you see this working out in your life, in the past or even now? 
 
4. Connor said that one of those profoundly positive marks on our soul is made by 
Christ- like forgiveness. He said, “when we are profoundly forgiven, we should never 
be the same again.” What does he mean by this? And what, in your own words, does 
‘forgiveness’ and ‘forgiven’ mean in the Christian context? Is this different from the 
worldly notion? If so, how, and why? For a bit more context, let’s go to the source – 
read Exodus 34:4-7. What is happening here and what is God saying? Whom is He 
saying it about? Why is this important? What is the ultimate source of our forgiveness, 
either received or given? 
 

FIRST THINGS FIRST – Read: Luke 5:17-26 
 

5. So, in Luke’s account of the story we get some additional insights and details? What 
strikes you as important in this version, and why? What is the same, and why is that 
important? 
 
6. What is clear here is that the man wanted physical healing, but he needed spiritual 
healing first. And Connor suggested to us that the order of Jesus’ actions matters – 
that the deepest problems must be addressed first. Do you see this and does this ring 
true for you – have you felt this way with Jesus? Connor also said that “Jesus always 
wants to do more in our lives than what we ask of Him.” What does he mean by this? 
Read Matthew 6:9-15…what are our deepest needs and how are they expressed in this 
passage? Does God do more in your life than you ask of Him? How so? 
 

FORGIVE LIKE JESUS – Read: Colossians 3:12-14 
 

7. In this passage from Paul to the church in Colossae, what is he saying about 
forgiveness, and what it looks like and does? And what is the basis for this approach, 
attitude, and action? Do you see it as ‘living like Jesus’? How so? For more insight, 
read the parable that Jesus teaches in Matthew 18:21-35 in response to Peter’s 
question about forgiveness…it’s a profound teaching about forgiving like Jesus. 
 
8. Read 1 John 1:9. In closing, Connor asked us to consider how we might need the 
healing of forgiveness, and to evermore be ‘scarred’ in a blessed way. He suggested 
that this might be based on our need for forgiveness, from God or from others, or 
both. Or it might be that we need to forgive others ourselves, and thus provide 
healing to ourselves and others in this way. Do you have these needs in your life 
currently? If so, and you’re willing to share, talk more about your needs with your 
group? And pray together for these needs. 



 

Prayer 

As we consider Pastor Connor’s message today, pray for God’s forgiveness in your life for 

those things, actions, and thoughts that have separated you from Him (or continue to do 

so). Also pray that the Holy Spirit would reveal in your life those people or areas that 

need your forgiveness and ask Him to give you the words to say and thoughts to share to 

others to provide healing and restoration of relationships. And as you may need, pray 

that others who have hurt you or damaged your relationship with them would also come 

to you seeking forgiveness, and pray that the Holy Spirit would lead your response to 

their offer of restoration. And as always, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears 

to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, 

feet and heart in this world, living like Jesus lived and loving like Jesus loved. Amen. 

 

*Pastor Connor will return to the Sermon on the Mount in a later series focused on 

the teachings of Jesus. 

 

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links: 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now 

https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/ 

https://www.youtube.com/user/dd5648 
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