
 

“Think Like Jesus: Love” 

 

Warm-up 

1. In 1984, American singer Tina Turner, asked the question through song, “What’s love got to do with 

it?”, and it became her all-time most successful single record. The chorus that included that question 

includes two other questions…“What’s love but a second-hand emotion?” and “Who needs a heart 

when a heart can be broken?” How would you describe what love is in western culture today? And 

would that description be different from 100 or 200 years ago? And is that western culture description 

today different from Christian love? If so, how? And why? How significant do you think all of this is to 

either our world at large, or in those places where we live, work, and play? Why? 

 

Digging Deeper 

Today, Pastor Connor continues the sermon series entitled, ‘Think Like Jesus’, following up on our 

previous series, ‘Live Like Jesus’. Here we take a turn to understand what and how Jesus thinks, and what 

He taught about what He thinks. For this series, we are using three chapters in the Gospel According to 

Matthew (5-7), the passage known as ‘The Sermon on the Mount.’ Tying the two series together, we’ve 

said that if we are to ‘live like Jesus’, then we must first ‘think like Jesus.’ In today’s sermon, we are in the 

set of six teachings of truth by Jesus that relate to His ‘fulfilment’ or completion of the original truths of 

God. And these six teachings are, for most followers, hard lessons to not only hear, but also to do…and 

today may be the toughest. This sixth and final teaching is about love and what the Kingdom of God 

looks like in peoples’ lives, including ours, when Jesus’ thinking about love comes into play. Let’s see what 

these words say, as we seek to ‘think like Jesus.’ 

 

LOVE YOUR ENEMIES – WHAT!?! – Read: Matthew 5:43-45a 

2. As we come to this sixth teaching of Jesus in this set, Pastor Connor said that we are entering ‘deep 

waters’ with this one…he used the word ‘radical’. And he reminds us of the statement by Pastor John 

Stott about these final teachings of Jesus in this set, “Nowhere is the challenge of the Sermon greater. 

Nowhere is the distinctiveness of the Christian counterculture more obvious. Nowhere is our need of 

the power of the Holy Spirit (whose first fruit is love) more compelling.” As we did last week, do you see 

this in Jesus’ thinking and command here, and do you see Pastor Connor and Stott’s points? How so? 
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3. In verse 43, Jesus states what The Law taught – Leviticus 19:18 – in fact, it is the second half of what 

Jesus Himself called the Greatest Commandment. But Connor shared with us that the second part of 

Jesus’ statement wasn’t actually in The Law – but it was assumed in the teaching of The Law by the 

religious teachers of the day – the assumption was, “if they’re my neighbors, I must love them, but if 

not, I’m not required to love them…in fact, I can hate them.” It all hinged on ‘what is a neighbor’ – and in 

Jewish law teaching, your neighbor was a fellow Jew – a part of your team, your tribe, your clan. But 

Jesus turns this upside down in a story we find in Luke’s Gospel account – read Luke 10:25-37. What is 

Jesus saying here? Who is our neighbor? Could it even be our enemy? And do you see how this story in 

Luke’s account matches Jesus’ teaching at the Sermon a year or so earlier? Do you think the disciples 

remembered? 

4. And then in verse 44, He states His thinking – His command. Do you think the disciples might have 

been thinking, ‘But I mean, come on…love your enemies! Maybe I can love folks who I disagree with, or 

are sometimes rude or dismissive to me, or hold different views than I do – but my enemies? Isn’t that 

going a bit too far?’ What do you think? As we said last week, do you see that’s it’s not the normal; it’s 

not the regular; it’s upside-down from all that’s expected; it’s radical; it’s the Kingdom of God, being 

inaugurated by Jesus at this time. And it’s unsettling, then and now. We are to care, have genuine 

concern, help, encourage, and even bless, not only those close and dear to us, but those far, contrary, 

and even hateful to us? Does this make sense to you? Is this hard to do? Why and how so? 

 

THE FATHER’S WAY – RADICAL LOVE – Read: Matthew 5:45b-48 

5. And now Jesus turns to His Father for the ‘how’ question. And what do we see in verse 45b? Who 

does God care about? Who does God pour out His goodness and graciousness on? This is known as 

God’s ‘Common Grace’ applied to all humanity. This is our model to follow. Going on to verses 46-47, 

what is Jesus showing them? And why are these examples He uses so penetrating for them? And how 

about you – what people would you insert into His examples? But notice the ultimate hope that Jesus 

gives them in verse 48…what is He saying? Wow! 

6. Now fast forward about three years…on that Last Supper night in Jerusalem nearly 2,000 years ago, 

within hours of the cross, Jesus inaugurated the New Covenant, and He did so with a New Command to 

His followers…read John 13:34-35. Jesus thought it was important enough that He said it again just 

minutes later, with more context…read 15:9-17. Most of His closest disciples had been with Him for 

three and a half years…did He really need to give them a new command? Why? And why now? And 

what are they to do? Is that our calling and command today? Even if people don’t deserve it? How so? Is 

this hard to do? Why? 

7. Let’s look at Jesus’ radical love from another perspective – Paul, writing to the church he established 

in Corinth, responding to questions and concerns that they had about Kingdom living – read 1 

Corinthians 12:31b-13:13…what strikes you about Paul’s words? What do you see in his words that are 

Jesus’ words, and His command? Again, are these penetrating words to us today? Are they hopeful as 

well? 

 



 

8. Through Jesus’ Sermon, we have used the term, ‘upside-down’ a number of times to contrast the 

thinking and teaching of our Lord and humanity’s choices, desires, or inclinations…it may not be any 

more evident in any other passage of Holy Scripture than right here…it is radical, and that may be 

understating it. Do you see this? Do you agree? But that leads us to another question – how? How do we 

live out Jesus’ command in our lives, individually and collectively? Who will lead us? How so? Why do we 

believe that? 

9. In closing, do you think it was random or coincidental that Jesus concluded these six teachings with 

this one? How do you know? And Pastor Connor urged us to consider this ‘radical love’ of God as our 

deepest expression of both human interactions and us with Him. Connor said to us, don’t look left, don’t 

look right, look up! What does he mean? Look to whom? Is that doable for you? 

 

Prayer 

As we continue this sermon series of ‘think like Jesus’ from the Sermon on the Mount, continue to read 

the Sermon again this week, and ‘pray the Sermon’ – use your reading as your prayer guide for your days 

of reflection in the week. But also, for this week, read from John’s first letter – 1 John 4:7-12, and pray 

over this passage. These are some of the most powerful words given by the Holy Spirit through John to us 

today…read them, pray them, pray over them, pray them for your life and pray them for the lives of 

those you touch. Pray for God’s love to be your love, not only to those who are easy to love, but to those 

who are not easy to love – in fact, those who you thought were impossible to love. Pray for the Holy 

Spirit to guide you, show you, and strengthen you in these respects, so that the Love of Jesus would show 

through your words and deeds. And as always, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes 

to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in this world, 

thinking like Jesus thought, in love, for His Glory! Amen. 

 

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links: 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now 

https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

