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The Best Catch 
 

Warm-up 
 

1. For millions of people, fishing is an important line of work.  And for others, 
it’s also a hobby or pastime.  As recreation, it seems to be one of those 
hobbies where the equipment, supplies, and trappings are almost as 
important as the activity itself (like a lot of hobbies really).  So, if you have 
fished for a living, share your story with the group – maybe some good 
times and some tough times.  And if you fish for fun, share your ‘best catch’ 
story with the group also.  What made it the ‘best catch’ ever?  Has the 
story gotten better over time?  If so, why is that? 

           

Digging Deeper 
 

Today, Reverend John De Cleene joins us to share a message from his life’s work as 
a missionary in the Philippines, and now as a Christian leader helping folks get 

ready to enter the mission field.  Using the story of Jesus’ calling His first apostles 
in the Gospel According to Luke, John shares how we are called to share, and 

teach, and preach Christ to others in our lives, even when we encounter barriers, 
or seemingly no results.  Let’s explore further what this story means for us today 

as we consider three types of ‘catches.’ 
 
 

THE MISSING CATCH – Read:  Luke 5:1-5 
 

2. What do these first five verses in our story say about Jesus, the crowds, and 
the fishermen?  What is most significant about what Jesus tells the 
fishermen?  And what was Simon’s reply?  Why is this important? 

 

3. We often try hard at some endeavor without desired results or success…or 
at least what we had hoped or planned for.  Does this seem to be true in 
your life?  If so, and you’re willing to share, explain how you have had (or 



are having) a ‘missing catch’.  Has God been involved?  If so, how?  And if 
so, how do we reconcile or understand what we might call, ‘unanswered 
prayers’? 
 

4. And has this ‘missing catch’ even involved sharing the Gospel with others 
with seemingly no results?  How do we make sense of this?  And what is 
our appropriate response as followers of Jesus?  Why?   
 

 
THE ASTONISHING CATCH – Read:  Luke 5:6-10a 

 

5. What do these next few verses in our story say to us?  This is seemingly at 
the other end of the ‘catch spectrum’, so to speak…who and what are 
involved in this result as compared to the previous ‘fishing all night with no 
results’ – in other words, what are the pieces of the puzzle that have come 
together now to provide this ‘astonishing catch’?  Does this ring true in 
your life as well – that sometimes results are simple astonishing?  How 
so?  Again, how might this be the case when someone comes to 
Christ?  Have you experienced that happening in this way? 

 

6. We need to understand how powerful a word “astonish” is here in this 
passage in the original Greek.  In its various senses, it translates ‘awe’, 
‘alarm’, ‘fear/frightening’, ‘stunned’ – this is no small surprise.  Read Luke 
1:63-66, Luke 8:49-56, Luke 4:31-32, Luke 4:33-37 – what do you see in all 
these passages as a common factor or circumstance?  Does this tell you 
something about who Jesus is?  And what He came to do? 

 

7. Read John 21:1-14.  Describe the particulars of this story…does it seem to 
be “deja-vue all over again”?  Do you think the disciples were once again 
‘astonished’?  If so, why is it so significant this time? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE BEST CATCH – Read:  Luke 5:10b-11 
 

8. So, in these final two verses, how does this story conclude?  What is Jesus 
telling Simon?  Are these words for us today?  Read Matthew 4:18-
22.  What else do we see in Matthew’s version?  Why is this important?   

 

9. Rev. John summarized this final catch as the ‘best catch’ because it is 
“catching people alive” – it is “a living catch.”  What does he mean by 
this?  Read Romans 10:12-15.  What is Paul saying here about our calling 
and our mission for Jesus?  And recall both the Great Commission in 
Matthew (Matthew 28:18-20) and Jesus last words to His disciples before 
His ascension in Acts 1:8…what is Jesus saying in both these passages?  Are 
we called to ‘catch people for Jesus’?  If so, how?  Do we all do the same 
thing, in the same way?  And what role are you called to play?  Whom do 
you rely on?  

 
 

Prayer 

As we consider Reverend John’s message today, pray that the Holy Spirit would 
prepare you for your role in the Kingdom, giving you the wisdom and discernment 
to ‘cast your net’ when the time and circumstances are right, and to understand 
what missing catches, or astonishing catches, or living catches all mean for His 

work on earth, His work for the Kingdom, and for His Glory.  Specifically pray that 
the Holy Spirit would place people in your path to share the Gospel with, and as 
needed, give you the strength and perseverance to move in multiple ways over 
multiple times if necessary.  And as always, pray that the Holy Spirit would give 

you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to 
be His hands, feet and heart in this world, living like Jesus lived and becoming 

‘fishers of people’.  Amen. 
 

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links: 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now 

https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

