
 

 March 20, 2022  

 

“Live Like Jesus: Engage Interruption” 
 

Warm-up 
 

1. It seems as though modern lives are pretty full – for some, maybe even overflowing. We talk about 
our ‘plates being full’ or being ‘crazy busy.’ For some, one way to approach this is to plan your 
weeks and days as carefully as possible to fit it all in and get it all done. But life often doesn’t work 
that way – our plans are not ‘respected by reality.’ – interruptions occur, and some days don’t go 
according to plan at all. So, what interrupts you most in your daily routine and plan? Why? And how 
do you handle interruptions in your daily life? Do you ever involve God in either your plans or your 
interruptions? If so, how does that work? If not, have you considered it? 

 
Digging Deeper 

 
Today, Pastor Connor continues the series entitled, ‘Live Like Jesus’, as he explores what the 

Gospel According to Matthew says about what Jesus’ life on earth was like – what He did, 
how He did it, how He lived day-to-day – and what it means for us to live like Him. This 

week, we continue on in the early ministry of Jesus, and learn from this passage today what 
His day-to-day life was like, and how He managed to do what He did. Let’s explore further 

what this story means for us today as we seek to ‘live like Jesus.’ 
 

LIFE INTERRUPTED – Read: Matthew 9:14, 18-26 
 

2. What do you see as significant in this part of the story? Who is involved? What is happening? What 
is the outcome? And how is Jesus handling His day so far? 
 

3. Pastor Connor reminded us that not only is Jesus our Savior, rescuing us from our sin and its 
consequences, but that He also lived the greatest life of any human on earth so that we can learn 
from His ways, and know what it means to live like Him. These reminders are powerful…and what 
do we make of His life in this story when it seems to be one interruption after another? What does 
that tell us about our lives’ interruptions if we have chosen to follow Him? 

 
4. Another key perspective that Connor shared from this passage is the type of interruptions that 

come to Jesus – people had heard; some had seen; and they tended to bring their crises to Jesus 
– the big traumas of life – why is this important for us to see and understand? And again, how does 
this intersect with our lives as followers? 

 

 



CARING, COMPETENT, AND AVAILABLE – Read: Matthew 9:27-34 
 
5. What do you see as significant in this part of the story? Who is involved? What is happening? What 

is the outcome? And how is Jesus handling this part of His day? 
 

6. And if you were in a crisis, what type of person would you reach out to, or interrupt, for help? Jesus 
is our model – one who cares, one who can actually help (competent), and one who is there for 
you (available). Consider these three characteristics in this story…are they all present in how 
Jesus responds to these ‘interruptions’? How so? And how does this inform the question we 
opened with for ourselves? 
 

 
ENGAGE INTERRUPTION 

 
7. Pastor Connor asked two friends to share a couple of stories with us that speak to interruptions, 

and what they potentially hold for us in our lives. As Connor said, “I believe some interruption is 
divine, providential interruption and should be engaged as such.” What does Connor mean by this? 
Do you see this working in your life? If so, give the group an example. 
 

8. Connor first introduced Jay Bryant and his story about an incredibly interrupted day, that 
culminated with his visit to Tractor Supply and his encounter with the check-out person, April. What 
strikes you about Jay’s day, his reactions, what he did, and his time with April? What can we learn 
from Jay’s experience? And as a group, lift up a prayer for April and her situation and healing. 

 
9. Pastor Connor then introduced Tyler Peacock. He shared his grace story – one 

born out of ultimate desperation. And in Tyler’s story, he was actually the one on 
the receiving end of someone who was interrupted – and Thank God he was on 
the receiving end. What strikes you about Tyler’s story, about the reaction of the 
folks who came over to him after nearly running him over in the parking lot? And 
what does his story have for us? And as a group, lift up a prayer for Tyler’s life, 
his future, his family, and the folks who were interrupted for him. 
 

 
10. So, in closing, Connor asked us to consider the following: Are interruptions in our 

lives always something we try to dismiss, work around, or avoid? Or, with the 
power of the Holy Spirit, do we seek God’s Face and His Will in those interrupting 
times and events, and as we are led, respond in a way that brings care, comfort, 
healing, or meets needs? Like Jesus, are we Caring, Competent, and Available? 
How do you answer Connor’s question? And think about this from the corporate 
perspective – how about when EAC gets interrupted in our plans and 
activities…do we corporately stop, seek His Face and Will, and respond as Jesus 
would have us respond? Is this what we mean by, “Go be the Church!”? 

 

 



Prayer 

As we consider Pastor Connor’s message today, and the question of dealing with life’s interruptions, pray 

for God’s wisdom and the leading of the Holy Spirit into interruption situations and life events that may not 

be obvious to us in the moment, but in which God Himself is working. And pray for these interruption 

situations and people to be placed before you, for the strength and the power of God to be with you, and for 

the Holy Spirit to give you the words to say and the actions to take, all for His Glory and for the Gospel of 

Jesus ‘come for all’. And as always, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and 

hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in this world, living like Jesus 

lived, interrupted! Amen. 

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links: 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now 

https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

