
 

 March 13, 2022  

 

“Live Like Jesus: Eat with Sinners” 
 

Warm-up 
 

1. Have you ever lived in places that were challenging because of the conditions, the people, or for 
multiple reasons…places that made you feel uncomfortable at times, or maybe even fearful? 
Pastor Connor shared the Neigenfind experience at a point in their lives…difficult for sure. If you 
are willing, share your experiences with the group. What were the circumstances? Were 
challenging or difficult people involved…if so, who and how? Did the experience lessen over time, 
or did you move to a new location that removed the challenge?1.           

 
Digging Deeper 

 
Today, Pastor Connor continues the series entitled, ‘Live Like Jesus’, as he explores what the 
Gospel According to Matthew says about what Jesus’ life on earth was like – what He did, how 

He did it, how He lived day-to-day – and what it means for us to live like Him. This week, we 
continue on in the early ministry of Jesus, as He continues to call His first apostles. This time, 
the person He chose is very unexpected, at least to those around Him and likely other early 

followers, and likely to the person He chose! Let’s explore further what this story means for us 
today as we seek to ‘live like Jesus.’ 

 

HE CHOSE WHAT?!? – Read: Matthew 9:9 
 
2. For a bit more context, Read Mark 2:13-14 and Luke 5:27-28. Across all three passages, what do 

you make of what is going on and what has happened here? 
 
3. One of the challenges of modern western Christianity is that we are temporally, culturally, and 

religiously removed – significantly – from the first century Ancient Near East. One example of this 
is our modern understanding of ‘tax collectors’ – IRS or Revenue Department employees – versus 
first century Jewish tax collectors working in concert with the Roman Empire. What is your 
understanding of the place in society of these Jewish tax collectors, and why is this so? Would they 
have been seen and considered as some of the ‘lowest of the low’ in society? Why so? 

 
4. So, given our understanding of first century Jewish tax collectors, why on earth did Jesus call one 

of these people to follow Him, and become one of His closest disciples – one whom He would 
ultimately trust His story to? This may be one of the most bombastic actions of Jesus in His entire 
earthly ministry – does this make sense, either then or now? Do you have in mind what might be a 
modern-day equivalent?   

SINNERS ALL – Read: Matthew 9:10-11 



 
5. What do you see as significant in this part of the story? Who is involved? Why are the Pharisees 

there? Read Luke 15:1-2 for another example…what do you see? 
 
6. In this part of the story, who are the sinners? And furthermore, what is sin? 20 th century Pastor 

and Scholar R.C. Sproul puts it this way: “We are not sinners because we sin. We sin because we 
are sinners.” What does he mean by this? What happens to the sin of believers? Is this Good 
News? 

 
7. But as sinners who are following Jesus, we have hope. Read Romans 5:6-

10…what does this passage from Paul’s letter to the gatherings in Rome tell us? 
19 th century Pastor and Preacher Charles Spurgeon put it this way: “My 
evidence that I am saved does not lie in the fact that I preach, or that I do this or 
that. All my hope lies in this: that Jesus Christ came to save sinners. I am a 
sinner, I trust Him, then He came to save me, and I am saved.” What are your 
thoughts on this quote of Spurgeon? Finally, Read Luke 18:9-14…here we have 
a tax collector and a Pharisee once again…what is Jesus saying in this parable? 
Is this hope? Is this the hope we are to share? How and why? 

 

NO SPIRITUAL QUARANTINE – Read: Matthew 9:12-13 
 
8. This brings us to the point of this story and Pastor Connor’s message for us this morning: What is 

Jesus saying to everyone who is gathered around that dinner party? And He uses Old Testament 
Scripture to help make His point – which passage(s) is He quoting? And for who’s benefit is He 
quoting Scripture? 

 
9. Pastor Connor quotes Scholar N.T. Wright as follows: “While other religious leaders of the day saw 

their task as being to keep themselves in quarantine, away from possible sources of moral and 
spiritual infection, Jesus saw himself as a doctor who’d come to heal the sick. There’s no point in a 
doctor staying in quarantine. He’ll never do his job.” What does this mean to you? Are we, or have 
we been, living, in some respects, in spiritual quarantine? If so, how? And how does it relate to who 
might be invited to the dinner party? And should we go? And if so, do what? 

 
10. Connor shared his own perspective for us as well: “So maybe in the Jesus 

movement we should be less surprised by where some Christians go and who 
some Christians hang out with and more surprised about where some Christians 
refuse to go, and about who some Christians refuse to hang out with.” What does 
this have to do with Living Like Jesus for us today? 

 
11. Connor closed with one last quote and then a question for us all: “The ones we 

avoid are the ones Jesus engaged. He spent his whole life seeking out the people 
most of us have spent our whole lives avoiding. When he saw a leper, he saw a 
person with a dark history and a bright future. When he saw a woman, he saw a 
leader. When he saw a sinner, he saw someone in need of grace. When we pay 
attention to the people around us, we find a lot of people who are rejected by 
others and loved by Jesus. Those are the ones He wants us to move toward, and 



when we move toward them, we’ll learn a lot about the God who moves toward us 
too.” – Bob Goff. And Connor’s question for us: “Is there somebody (or some 
group) that you have been avoiding that you should be moving towards? Is there 
a relationship maybe right across the street that you need to pursue? If we are 
going to live like Jesus this is part of the deal and I believe as we move into the 
messy lives of others with the love and the grace of Jesus, we will find Jesus 
there because it seems to me that that is exactly where Jesus wants to be.” How 
do you answer his questions? 

 

Prayer 

As we consider Pastor Connor’s message today, and the question he posed for each of us, pray for God’s 

wisdom and the leading of the Holy Spirit into situations and life events that may not be where we normally 

hang out or are normally involved with. Pray for these situations and people to be placed before you, for the 

strength and the power of God to be with you, and for the Holy Spirit to give you the words to say and the 

actions to take, all for His Glory and for the Gospel of Jesus ‘come for all’. And as always, pray that the 

Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be 

His hands, feet and heart in this world, living like Jesus lived and loving like Jesus loved. Amen. 

 

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links: 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now 

https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

