
 

“Think Like Jesus: Blessed (Part 2)” 

 

Warm-up 

1. We know from Connor’s message and our reading of this early part of Matthew Chapter 5 that Jesus 

begins by teaching His disciples. That raises a question for us…what is a ‘disciple’, generally, and 

specifically of Jesus? What does it mean to be a disciple? At EAC, we define the term as, ‘a person 

growing in the character and competencies of Jesus.’ What does this mean…what are the ‘character and 

competencies’ of Jesus that we are talking about? And can you be a believer and not a disciple? Can you 

be a disciple and not a believer? For EAC, what is our mission as a part of the body of Christ? And based 

on our mission, are we intentional about our mission? If so, how? And why? 

Digging Deeper 

Today, Pastor Connor continues the new sermon series entitled, ‘Think Like Jesus’, following up on our 

previous series, ‘Live Like Jesus’. Here we take a turn to understand what and how Jesus thinks, and what 

He taught about what He thinks. For this series, Pastor Connor is using three chapters in the Gospel 

According to Matthew (5-7), the passage known as ‘The Sermon on the Mount.’ Tying the two series 

together, Connor said that if we are to ‘live like Jesus’, then we must first ‘think like Jesus.’ In today’s 

sermon, we continue to look at the beginning of Jesus’ teaching, and we look at the second part of ‘the 

blessings’…what we call ‘the Beatitudes’. As we did last week, let’s see what these first words of the 

entire sermon say, as we seek to ‘think like Jesus.’ 

 

BLESSED ARE… – Read: Matthew 5:7-12 

2. As we said last week, Jesus begins by teaching about those who are blessed…and the resulting 

blessing. It is important to understand that in the first century Ancient Near East, these words and their 

connotation would have totally surprised His audience…it was completely ‘upside down’ from the 

culture and social norms…counter-cultural we would say. But His upside-down message was intentional 

– He spoke these words, in these ways, because He had now inaugurated the Kingdom of God on earth 

through His arrival in human form. As we said last week, we need to see this key point right from the 

beginning: the entire theme of the Sermon on the Mount is what it means to live in, and be a part of, 

the Kingdom of God…do you see this? It was radical then…is it still radical today? Why? 
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3. Today we look at the final set of blessings: 

• Verse 7: Who are the ‘merciful’? What is mercy? Connor shared a couple of definitions with us, 

both of which included the notions of compassion, compassionate treatment, and forgiveness. 

What does it mean to you? And how is Mercy different from Grace? And from Justice? Do you 

see the connections between these? Let’s see what Paul’s take on these notions are: Read 2 

Corinthians 5:18-21…what is Paul saying here to the churches in Corinth? Is this the Gospel? 

How so? And where is Mercy and Grace and Justice in this passage of Paul’s? And what is the 

blessing, and what does that mean? 

• Verse 8: Who are the ‘pure in heart’? What is Jesus getting at here? Biblical scholar Michael J 

Wilkins writes, “A pure heart describes a person whose single-minded loyalty to God has 

affected every area of life.” What does he mean? Connor reminded us of the Kingdom 

values/worldly values tension and suggested to us that the pure in heart are those who are ‘all 

in’ for Jesus – full commitment/full obedience/full trust. Do you see this? And what is the 

blessing, and what does that mean – does it mean now, or later? 

• Verse 9: Who are the ‘peacemakers’? What is Jesus saying here? Connor shared this quote from 

Preacher John Stott: “Now peacemaking is a divine work. For peace means reconciliation, and 

God is the author of peace and reconciliation. Indeed, the very same verb which is used in this 

Beatitude of us is applied by the apostle Paul to what God has done through Christ. Through 

Christ, God was pleased ‘to reconcile to himself all things...making peace through his blood, 

shed on the cross’ [Colossians 1:19-20]. And Christ’s purpose was to ‘create in himself one new 

humanity out of the two, thus making peace’ [Ephesians 2:14-16]. It is hardly surprising 

therefore, that the particular blessing which attaches to peacemakers is that they will be called 

children of God.” What does Stott mean by all this? Again, let’s see what Paul says about being a 

peacemaker in his letter to the house churches in Rome: Read Romans 12:17-18…what is Paul 

saying? And what is the blessing? What does this mean? 

• Verse 10: Who are those that are ‘persecuted because of righteousness’? As he shared with us 

last week, Pastor Connor suggested a simple definition for righteousness – things as they ought 

to be – both inside ourselves and externally with others and God. And so how would disciples be 

persecuted for striving for things as they ought to be? Do you see this? And what is the blessing? 

Did you note that this is the same blessing as in verse 3? What do you make of that? And what is 

the verb tense of the blessing? What does this mean and why is this important? 

 

FIRST THINGS FIRST – THE WHOLE NATURE OF HIS RULE AND REIGN – Read: Matthew 5:3-12 

4. In verses 11 and 12, Jesus ties these eight blessings together…and what are all these blessings based 

upon? Connor suggested to us that they are based on the very nature of Jesus Himself…Read John 

1:14…what does this mean, “full of Grace and Truth”? Do you see it, as Connor said, as both the posture 

and proclamation of Jesus? To put it another way, what is the ‘hinge’ around which our hope is based? 

(hint: end of verse 11)? Connor said it this way: “We can have confidence we are being persecuted for  



Christ’s sake when we are saying and doing the kinds of things Jesus would have said and done in the 

way Jesus would have said and done them.” What is your take on all of this? For another perspective, 

read Jesus’ words in John 15:18-21…what is Jesus saying here? Do you see the connections with verses 

11 and 12? 

5. In many other writings we are familiar with, often we will find a summary at the end. The summary 

highlights the main points of the writing, usually in a condensed, or ‘bottom line’ form. But sometimes, 

we’ll find a condensed summary or key points in the beginning of the writing…we might know this as an 

‘executive summary’, an ‘abstract’, or a ‘thesis statement.’ And this second approach is the one Jesus 

used in putting the teaching of the blessings – the Beatitudes – at the beginning of His sermon…it is 

literally the ‘executive summary’ of the entire sermon, and actually, one could argue, of His entire 

teaching ministry of three years about the Kingdom of God. Do you see this notion in play? So, this is 

why these ten verses are so critical, to both followers and non-believers alike – the key to this early 

teaching was to put first things first – the whole nature of the Kingdom of God before all else. This is 

particularly important because this sermon came very early in His ministry. And as you look across and 

consider the entire teaching of the blessings, what do you see? What strikes you as core or 

fundamental? Do you see any particular theme(s) in this Kingdom summary? Are the blessings for now 

or later? How do these contrast with the values of the worldly kingdoms? 

 

Prayer 

As we continue this sermon series of ‘think like Jesus’ from the Sermon on the Mount, continue to pray 

that the Holy Spirit would give you fresh insights into these words of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ…read the Sermon each week, and ‘pray the Sermon’ – use your reading as your prayer guide for 

your days of the week. Soak in Jesus’ words of His Rule and Reign as you seek His face and are led by the 

Holy Spirit. And as always, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts 

to respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in this world, thinking like Jesus 

thought, for His Glory! Amen. 

 

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links: 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now 

https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

