
 

“Think Like Jesus: Series Introduction” 

 

Warm-up 

1. Do you recall a particularly powerful and meaningful sermon during your life? Maybe it was 

one preached before you were a believer? Maybe it was not one sermon, but a series of 

messages. Share with the group what your best memories are of a sermon(s) that touched you 

deeply, and still does today…who preached it? What was it about? Why did it move you so 

much or carry such meaning? How is it lasting today, and why? Also, what makes a good 

sermon? What are the ‘essentials’ that come together for God’s Glory? 

 

Digging Deeper 

Today, Pastor Connor begins a new sermon series entitled, ‘Think Like Jesus’, following up on 

our previous series, ‘Live Like Jesus’. Here we take a turn to understand what and how Jesus 

thinks, and what He taught about what He thinks. For this series, Pastor Connor will use three 

chapters in the Gospel According to Matthew (5-7), the passage known as ‘The Sermon on the 

Mount’. In today’s sermon, we open up the series with reflecting on what some other noted 

teachers have said about Jesus’ preaching, consider some background and context for the 

passage, and read the complete passage to get ourselves established in His words, as we seek to 

‘think like Jesus.’ 

 

REFLECTIONS ON SIGNIFICANCE – Read: 2 Timothy 3:14-17 

2. Pastor Connor opened this series with some reflections from other noted teachers about the 

significance of this first recorded preaching of Jesus: 

• “This sermon has called forth thousands of books and articles.” - D. A. Carson 

• “The Sermon on the Mount seems dangerous. It challenges the whole 

underlying conception on which modern society is built. It would replace it by 

a new conception, animate it with a new motive, and turn it toward a new 

goal.” - E. Stanley Jones 



• “The Sermon on the Mount is probably the best-known part of the teaching of 

Jesus, arguably it is the least understood, and certainly it is the least obeyed.” 

– John Stott 

• “Of the millions of sermons that have been preached through the centuries, 

none is more famous, more convicting, or more enduring than the one Jesus 

delivered shortly after beginning His ministry. We know it as the Sermon on 

the Mount.” - Charles Swindoll 

• Theologian Harvey Cox calls The Sermon on the Mount, “the most luminous, 

most quoted, most analyzed, most contested, and most influential moral and 

religious discourse in all of human history.” 

• “No greater blessing could come to our land today than a revival of the spirit 

of religion. I doubt if there is any problem in the world today -- social, political, 

or economic -- that would not find happy solution if approached in the spirit of 

The Sermon on the Mount.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt 

Together, discuss each of these reflections – what do you think about what’s being said, and 

what rings particularly true for you? Why? 

3. What does this passage from Paul’s second letter to his protégé’ Timothy say to us? What is 

significant about this passage as we study what Jesus thought and taught through The Sermon 

on the Mount? Are Paul’s words to Timothy words for us today as well? How so? How does this 

connect with growing in Jesus’ character and competencies as His disciples? 

 

GETTING GROUNDED – Read: Matthew 4:12-17 and 23-25 

4. So, before we arrive at this first sermon of Jesus, let’s spend some time grounding 

ourselves…getting and understanding some context for this passage. Who wrote this Gospel 

account and why is that significant for this sermon? And who is the primary audience for this 

Gospel account, and why is that important for this sermon? Where are we, and why? When are 

we? Who is part of this story? What else do you know about Jesus’ life prior to this moment? 

What do these passages from Chapter 4 tell us, particularly for context? Why is this important? 

What else do you know about The Sermon on the Mount? 

 

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT – Read: Matthew 5-7 

5. In preparation for the series, Pastor Connor read the entire sermon for us today. He also 

asked us to commit, as a congregation, to read the sermon at least once a week for the 

duration of the series – a way to ‘immerse ourselves and soak’ in Jesus’ thinking and teaching. 

You could do that in one sitting, as Connor did for us today…or maybe take a bit of each day of 



the week and read through all three chapters by the end of the week. And he suggested using 

different translations if possible, so that different words and phrasing might bring new insights 

[note: a great way to do this is to use the YouVersion Bible App for Apple or Android – it’s free 

and easy to use – and you can easily switch translations from one to another] 

6. Now, as a group, read The Sermon on the Mount…Matthew, Chapters 5, 6, and 7 

7. As a group, share some initial observations…what is particularly meaningful? What is clear 

and compelling? Why? What is confusing to you? How so? What is challenging to you? Why? 

Rest assured that Pastor Connor will be speaking to many of your initial observations over the 

next several months. 

 

Prayer 

As we begin this new sermon series of ‘think like Jesus’ from the Gospel according to Matthew 

and The Sermon on the Mount, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you wisdom, discernment, 

knowledge, understanding, and a heart for the teaching of Jesus in this sermon. Pray that your 

hearts and mind would be open to Jesus’ words, and pray that, as a result, you would grow in 

His character and competencies. Pray that we as a congregation at EAC would also grow 

together in this series to be intentional in sharing the Gospel to those in need. And as always, 

pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His 

call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in this world, thinking like Jesus thought, for 

His Glory! Amen. 

 

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links: 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now 

https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

