
 

“Think Like Jesus: Think Reconciliation” 

 

Warm-up 

1. Sometimes in our lives, we encounter others in ways that may be challenging or even damaging. If we 

are honest, we probably would admit that some of these encounters are partly our responsibility. To 

move forward in relationships with these kinds of encounters, responsibility, forgiveness, and 

reconciliation must be part of the pathway. Have you had these kinds of challenging encounters in your 

life that have needed reconciliation to move forward? If so, describe those involved, the events, and 

how reconciliation played a part in moving forward. If the situation is still unresolved, what are your 

thoughts currently? Share as best you can with the others in your group. 

 

Digging Deeper 

Today, Pastor Connor continues the sermon series entitled, ‘Think Like Jesus’, following up on our 

previous series, ‘Live Like Jesus’. Here we take a turn to understand what and how Jesus thinks, and what 

He taught about what He thinks. For this series, we are using three chapters in the Gospel According to 

Matthew (5-7), the passage known as ‘The Sermon on the Mount.’ Tying the two series together, we’ve 

said that if we are to ‘live like Jesus’, then we must first ‘think like Jesus.’ In today’s sermon, we now 

enter the body of the sermon, and begin looking at Jesus’ words regarding significant life situations that 

challenge us as both human begins and as His followers. Let’s see what these words say, as we seek to 

‘think like Jesus.’ 

 

DON’T DESTROY THE IMAGO DEI – Read: Matthew 5:21-22 

2. Over the next several passages, Jesus is going to be focusing on significant challenges to the human 

condition, both for His followers and for all people. The first one has to do with human destruction. 

What is Jesus saying in these first two verses? What is He commanding His disciples to not do? Notice 

that in his phrasing, He is not replacing the law – He is going to a deeper level or meaning of God’s 

commands…does this make sense? Connor said it this way: “He is diving beneath the surface to the 

heart of the matter.” Does this ring true for you? 20th century pastor Martyn Lloyd-Jones notes this: 

“Killing does not only mean destroying life physically, it means still more trying to destroy the spirit and  
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the soul, destroying the person in any shape or form.” What does Jones mean by this? Does this ring 

true with Jesus’ words? How so? 

3. Read Genesis 1:26-27. Based on these verses, we understand that human beings, uniquely in all 

creation, are made in the image of God…in Latin, the Imago Dei…and therefore, every human being 

carries the image of God. So ‘not murdering’ is so much bigger and broader than just, or only, avoiding 

homicide…it’s not destroying the Imago Dei in all regards, by not only deeds or actions but by words and 

contempt of the heart. Do you see this? So, what are we to do? Good question… 

 

WHAT ARE WE TO DO? – Read: Matthew 5:23-24 

4. What is Jesus saying in these two verses? In a nutshell, Connor summarized it this way: your 

relationship with others (the horizontal) must reflect your relationship with the Father (the vertical), and 

vice versa. What does this mean? In Connor’s words, “we are to reconcile with those who have 

something against us, because of what we’ve done, because of what God has done for us.” – think Jesus 

on the cross. That’s how serious Jesus takes our reconciliation with other people – it must be done 

before we come to the Father. What does Connor mean? Do you see this in Jesus’ words? 

 

YES, BUT HOW? – Read: Matthew 5:25-26 

5. Now what is Jesus saying in the last two verses? Connor suggested to us that part of the 

answer is to ‘settle matters quickly’…don’t let it linger. Paul said it this way to the Ephesian 

church…read Ephesians 4:25-27…what does he say and mean? So, the forgiveness and 

reconciliation that must happen, must take priority. Does this make sense? 

6. But before we can reconcile, we must consider responsibility (or accountability) for the situation. Our 

human nature is to ‘place the blame’ on others, as much as possible. But an honest examination of our 

heart is necessary…do you see this? Paul said it this way to the house churches in Rome…read Romans 

12:17-21…key in on verse 18…what does Paul say here? Does this make sense to you? 

7. And once we accept our responsibility, then we can move to seeking forgiveness and reconciliation. 

Back to the letter to the church in Ephesus, Paul writes in 4:29-32…see how we are to avoid the 

destruction of others in the first place, and how to move forward if we have? Paul’s words mirror Jesus’ 

teaching in the sermon…do you see this? 

8. But as we look at the ‘how’ question, it is key for us, as His followers, to consider the role of the Holy 

Spirit in our lives. Read Galatians 5:13-26. What is Paul saying here? Do you see the contrast between a 

worldly life (much of which has the destruction of others at its core) versus a Spirit-led life? So, what 

does this tell you about ‘how’ to move in relationship to others? And does the Fruit of the Spirit draw 

you towards reconciliation when it’s necessary? How so? 

 



 

9. Connor closed by asking us to consider our own hearts…where do we need to seek reconciliation with 

others in our lives? Maybe some relationships have lingered for a long time…he asked us to consider the 

words of Jesus – take responsibility, seek forgiveness, and work towards reconciliation…and he 

suggested to us that, for His followers, this isn’t ‘optional’ or ‘Christian extra credit’…it’s what Jesus 

commands and expects of His disciples. Do you see this? Can you take this ‘to heart’? If we were to ask 

Jesus to summarize, He might tell us what He told His Apostles on that Thursday night of His Passion 

week in the upper room around the Passover meal…read John 13:34-35…what’s His answer to the ‘how’ 

question? And what’s the standard? Can you do it on your own? Seek the Holy Spirit for strength and 

leading. Amen. 

Prayer 

As we continue this sermon series of ‘think like Jesus’ from the Sermon on the Mount, continue to pray 

that the Holy Spirit would give you fresh insights into these words of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ…read the Sermon each week, and ‘pray the Sermon’ – use your reading as your prayer guide for 

your days of the week. Pray particularly this week about relationships in your life that need 

reconciliation…maybe family members; maybe friends; maybe co-workers; maybe even God Himself. 

Pray that the Holy Spirit would lead you on your path of reconciliation and give you strength to work 

through what may be very tough situations. And as always, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears 

to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in 

this world, thinking like Jesus thought, for His Glory! Amen. 

 

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links: 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now 

https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

