
 

“Think Like Jesus: Think Authenticity” 

 

Warm-up 

1. As human beings, we have an incredible ability to recognize and match patterns – visual, audible, 

tactile, mental. It’s an ability that serves us very well in many of life’s events, both positive and negative. 

And much of this pattern matching has to do with taking what we have learned before and comparing to 

a current situation or characteristic. If the patterns match well or completely, we have a reasonably 

good or sure understanding of the outcome or result. This often happens in split seconds and 

sometimes, subconsciously. Another term we might use for all of this is presumption, or to presume. 

How would you define the word ‘presume’? And have you had experiences in your life where your 

presumptions paid off well for you? And alternatively, have you had experiences where your 

presumptions were wrong, and maybe even damaging? How so? 

 

Digging Deeper 

Today, Pastor Connor continues the sermon series entitled, ‘Think Like Jesus’, following up on our 

previous series, ‘Live Like Jesus’. Here we take a turn to understand what and how Jesus thinks, and what 

He taught about what He thinks. For this series, we are using three chapters in the Gospel According to 

Matthew (5-7), the passage known as ‘The Sermon on the Mount.’ Tying the two series together, we’ve 

said that if we are to ‘live like Jesus’, then we must first ‘think like Jesus.’ In today’s sermon, we now 

consider Jesus’ words about why He came and what His disciples are to make of it all. And He begins to 

get challenging! Let’s see what these words say, as we seek to ‘think like Jesus.’ 

 

DON’T PRESUME – KNOW! – Read: Matthew 5:17 

2. Jesus has just told His disciples about living in the Kingdom of God (His Rule and Reign) in terms of 

attributes and promises, and how they are to live out their lives as ‘salt and light’ to a world in desperate 

need of Grace and Truth. And now in this passage He turns to tell them about Himself – why He came 

and why it matters. But He starts off with a warning about presumption about Him…so, what do we 

presume about Jesus? And what does the world (or even other religions) presume about Him? Why is 

this so? But Connor said to us, “When it comes to Jesus, don’t presume; don’t suppose; don’t feel…find 

out!” What does he mean and how do we do that? 
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3. So, what does Jesus mean in verse 17? What is the difference or contrast He is making? Why is this 

important? And what does He mean by, “the Law or the Prophets”, and why is this important? Why 

would He be warning His disciples against presuming why He came – think about what He has just said 

already in the Beatitudes? Bible commentator Michael J. Wilkins notes this: “The idea of “fulfillment” is 

more than his obedience (i.e., keeping the law) although that is included. The context...indicates that 

Jesus not only fulfills certain anticipated roles, but also that his interpretation of the Scriptures 

completes and clarifies God’s intent and meaning through it. Everything that the Old Testament 

intended to communicate about God’s will and hopes and future for humanity finds its fullest meaning 

in Jesus. Jesus has come to actualize the Scripture and take his disciples to a deeper understanding of its 

intended meaning.” What does this mean to you? Is it clear? 

 

SCRIPTURE! SERIOUSLY! – Read: Matthew 5:18 

4. In verse 18, Jesus provides more insight and commentary on His statement of fulfillment and 

completion in verse 17…what is He saying in verse 18? As Connor asked us, does Jesus take the 

Scriptures seriously? Why? How do you know? And what does Jesus mean by, “until everything is 

accomplished.”? 

 

DON’T PLAY THE GAME – Read: Matthew 5:19-20 

5. Connor asked us a question about what he calls, ‘a Christian myth’…that all sin is the same. Have you 

heard that, or maybe even believe that? Connor suggests to us that this is not true – not biblical nor 

even sensible. And while everyone is a sinner (Romans 3:23), all sin is not of equal weight or significance. 

And we know this to some degree by how we live in the world…and our legal system…and even our 

homes and families. Do you have examples of this? We see this in Jesus’ own interactions with the 

Jewish religious leaders much later in the story – read Matthew 23:23-24. What is Jesus saying here? Do 

you see the distinction He is making between the ‘lighter’ versus ‘weightier’ aspects of the law? Again, 

Michael Wilkins puts it this way: “The rabbis recognized a distinction between “light” and “weighty” Old 

Testament commandments and advocated obedience to both.” – so they knew better, right? But they 

didn’t act according to what they knew to be true…read Matthew 23:25-26. Do you see Jesus’ point? 

6. As Connor suggests, it’s imperative that we don’t attend to the lighter commands and neglect the 

weightier ones. And he calls this, ‘playing the religious game.’ Do you see this? Does this happen today? 

How so? Now read Matthew 23:27-33. Wow! What is Jesus saying to the religious leaders? Connor said 

it this way: “You are playing games with God, and you are going to lose.” What does he mean? 

7. Now in verse 5:20, Jesus completes the thought…what is He telling His disciples? The Scribes and 

Pharisees are supposed to be the most righteous…are they (in Jesus’ eyes)? Why not? And so, what’s the 

standard Jesus is setting for His disciples? We might say ‘authentic, genuine, real’…correct? Does that 

apply to us today? How so? 

 



 

8. So, how about us? How about you? Are we (or you) playing the ‘religious game’ – looking good on the 

outside but missing the most important things of the Kingdom? How do we know, and how can we be 

sure, that our righteousness is right? Does it have to do with the source? And what is that? Paul said it 

this way, over 80 times in his letters…simply, that we are ‘in Christ’ – He is the source. Does that make 

sense to you? 

 

Prayer 

 As we continue this sermon series of ‘think like Jesus’ from the Sermon on the Mount, continue to pray 

that the Holy Spirit would give you fresh insights into these words of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ…read the Sermon each week, and ‘pray the Sermon’ –use your reading as your prayer guide for 

your days of the week. Pray particularly this week about authenticity and genuineness in your faith 

(trust). Ask the Holy Spirit to guide your steps and your thoughts in His ways, for His purposes, to 

complete His Will. And pray that He would watch over you to caution you when you attempt to do it on 

your own…to look good, but to miss the weightier items of being His disciple. And as always, pray that 

the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order 

to be His hands, feet and heart in this world, thinking like Jesus thought, for His Glory! Amen. 

 

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links: 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now 

https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

