
 

“Think Like Jesus: Purity” 

 

Warm-up 

1. As we consider our culture today, one thing we can all recognize is change. Culture doesn’t 

remain static and unchanging, but rather, attitudes, perceptions, thinking, beliefs, behaviors, 

and even morals change over time. Why do you think this is? What drives change in cultures? 

As you look back over your life, what are some of the major changes that have happened in 

the culture, from the one you grew up in until now? Are some of the changes that you’ve 

noted rooted in even more fundamental change prior to your life experience? If so, what and 

how? And what do followers of Jesus see and understand about all of this…is God changing as 

well? Do the truths of His Word change over time? So, is there the potential for disconnect 

between the Creator and His creation? If so, how, and why? 

 

Digging Deeper 

Today, Pastor Connor continues the sermon series entitled, ‘Think Like Jesus’, following up on 

our previous series, ‘Live Like Jesus’. Here we take a turn to understand what and how Jesus 

thinks, and what He taught about what He thinks. For this series, we are using three chapters 

in the Gospel According to Matthew (5-7), the passage known as ‘The Sermon on the Mount.’ 

Tying the two series together, we’ve said that if we are to ‘live like Jesus’, then we must first 

‘think like Jesus.’ In today’s sermon, we are in the set of six teaching of truth by Jesus that 

relate to His ‘fulfilment’ or completion of the original truths of God. And these six teachings 

are, for most followers, hard lessons to not only hear, but also to do. Such is the case today in 

this second teaching, particularly in our culture of the moment. Let’s see what these words 

say, as we seek to ‘think like Jesus.’ 
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DOWN TO OUR CORE – Read: Matthew 5:27-28 

2. In the first part of this teaching, Jesus is recalling the seventh command of the Ten 

Commandments (Exodus 20:14) that God gave the people of Israel through Moses at Mt. 

Sinai, as they fled Egyptian bondage. All of those who heard Jesus’ words this day in Galilee 

would have learned from earliest childhood the content, and the intent, of God’s law for the 

nation, including this command. No surprise here – after all, He gave their ancestors the law 

that Jesus is referencing here some 1,500 years before…it was engrained deeply in their souls 

– generation after generation, down to the core. But now, this day, Jesus is teaching the 

complete command for His followers (and ultimately for the world), and its way more 

involved. What is clear now is that, for Jesus, it’s a heart issue – that lust in the heart is the 

equivalent of adultery in action. And this was ‘upside-down’ to their first century ears. But 

how about us? What do we make of this notion? How does our culture of today see this? 

Pastor Connor said, “Jesus’ words were offensive then, and now.” What does he mean by 

this? Do you see this? What other words might the culture of today say about Jesus’ words? 

3. Pastor Connor also shared several perspectives on modern culture’s obsession with lust 

and sexual impurity, particularly in the realm of pornography. And the current statistics are 

staggering, in nearly all dimensions – men, women, younger, older, married, single. What has 

happened? And what is happening today? Are Jesus’ standards of the ‘complete command’ 

acceptable to the secular world today? Why not? And Connor shared information about the 

effects of pornography on the culture generally, and individuals specifically…what are some 

of those impacts? And are any of them ‘healthy’ for human flourishing? Obviously no…but 

why not? Is it clear to you that for many people, believers or not, it is an issue to the core? 

How so? 

HE’S SERIOUS – Read: Matthew 5:29-30 

4. Now what is Jesus saying in these two verses? In a nutshell, Connor summarized it this 

way: Jesus is deadly serious about this condition of the heart. And He is blunt in saying what 

should be done to this sinful nature – gouge it out, cut it off, throw it away! What does this 

mean about the seriousness of this issue? And what do we make of Jesus’ command here? 

And why did He use two examples – eye and hand? 

5. Did you notice that in these six teachings, Jesus chose to start with anger in the heart (Ten 

Commandments number six), but the second is like the first – a heart issue. What does this 

tell you about Jesus’ seriousness about hatred, anger, lust, and sexual impurity? Do you see it 

the same way? Does culture today see pornography as serious as murder? Do you? 

 

 



 

IS THERE HOPE? – Read: Galatians 5:16-25 

6. But for many, believers, and non-believers alike, it’s a battle that is being waged. And for 

many folks who want to eliminate the sin, it may seem like a losing battle…the temptation is  

too great; the pressure too strong; the alure too overwhelming. So, we ask ourselves, is there 

any hope? What do you say? If so, where is the hope rooted? And is there collective hope for 

the world? 

7. Taken together, we understand that the entire Sermon on the Mount is all about 

hope…hope that we have, as followers of Jesus, of His life-giving redemption, restoration, 

and salvation. And even these first century followers knew it too…read what they knew by  

heart: Isaiah 33:22…what is God telling through the prophet? Is this Good News? Is this hope? 

How so? Is this for us today? Why? 

8. But Connor asked us to consider that our strongest desires are not necessarily our deepest 

desires, and so we must strive to go deeper. And Paul gives us a take on this in his letter to 

the house churches in Rome: read Romans 5:1-8. What is Paul saying here? How do we ‘go 

deep’ – how do we find hope? Who is the operative of God’s hope in the lives of believers 

(verse 5)? Why does this matter? 

9. To put a finer point on it, how do we, as believers who still sin, overcome the ‘adultery of 

our hearts’? Can we/Do we do it on our own? What does Paul say in his letter to the churches 

in Galatia? Once again, who is the operative of God’s hope in our lives? Do you  now look at 

these familiar attributes of the Fruit of the Spirit differently? How so? So, who gives us the 

power to overcome the ‘adultery of the heart’? Is this Good News? How so? 

 

Prayer 

As we continue this sermon series of ‘think like Jesus’ from the Sermon on the Mount, 

continue to pray that the Holy Spirit would give you fresh insights into these words of our 

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ…read the Sermon each week, and ‘pray the Sermon’ – use your 

reading as your prayer guide for your days of the week. Pray particularly this week about the 

sinful desires of your heart, whether large or small, and seek the Holy Spirit’s life-giving 

power to overcome. He will convict you, but He will also give you the power to conquer what 

is contrary to the ‘complete command’ of Jesus. And as always, pray that the Holy Spirit 

would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to 

be His hands, feet and heart in this world, thinking like Jesus thought, for His Glory! Amen. 

 

 



 

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links: 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now 

https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

