
 

“Think Like Jesus: Mercy” 

 

Warm-up 

1. Have you had an experience(s) in your life where you’ve witnessed, or even been a part of, what we 

would call ‘mercy’ – someone not getting what they deserve? If so, what were the particulars…what was 

the situation? Who was involved? How was mercy given and how was it received? Do you think the 

situation you have in mind had God in the midst of it, led by the Holy Spirit? If so, why? How would the 

situation have been different if justice were brought to bear (someone getting what they deserve)? 

What do you make of all this? Does this situation have a lasting impact for you even today? If yes, how 

so? 

Digging Deeper 

Today, Pastor Connor continues the sermon series entitled, ‘Think Like Jesus’, following up on our 

previous series, ‘Live Like Jesus’. Here we take a turn to understand what and how Jesus thinks, and what 

He taught about what He thinks. For this series, we are using three chapters in the Gospel According to 

Matthew (5-7), the passage known as ‘The Sermon on the Mount.’ Tying the two series together, we’ve 

said that if we are to ‘live like Jesus’, then we must first ‘think like Jesus.’ In today’s sermon, we are in the 

set of six teachings of truth by Jesus that relate to His ‘fulfilment’ or completion of the original truths of 

God. And these six teachings are, for most followers, hard lessons to not only hear, but also to do. Such is 

the case today in this fifth teaching about mercy and what the Kingdom of God looks like in peoples’ 

lives, including ours, when Jesus’ thinking comes into play. Let’s see what these words say, as we seek to 

‘think like Jesus.’ 

 

UPSIDE DOWN – Read: Matthew 5:38-42 

2. As we come to this fifth teaching of Jesus, we consider what the law of Jesus’ day (or even the law of 

our day) would say about justice or fairness under the law. And even our own human inclinations would 

lean towards what’s seemingly ‘fair’. But this isn’t what Jesus is teaching – it’s not the normal; it’s not 

the regular; it’s upside-down from all that’s expected; it’s radical; it’s the Kingdom of God, being 

inaugurated by Jesus at this time. And it’s unsettling, then and now. Pastor Connor quoted Pastor John 

Stott, “Nowhere is the challenge of the Sermon greater. Nowhere is the distinctiveness of the Christian 

counter-culture more obvious. Nowhere is our need of the power of the Holy Spirit (whose first fruit is 

love) more compelling.” Do you see this, and do you see Pastor Stott’s point? How so? 
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3. And in this fifth teaching, Jesus begins by quoting the old covenant found in Jewish Scriptures: read 

Exodus 21:22-24, Leviticus 24:19-20, and Deuteronomy 19:18-21. The Law was clear – retaliation in-kind 

was the law – equal justice. It sounds fair, doesn’t it? And surprisingly, the Jewish law, given by God to 

the chosen people, was actually seen as a ‘step up’ in human treatment, civility, and morality, compared 

to previous civilizations and societies. And yet, what Jesus is bringing in His Kingdom values was (and is) 

radically upside-down, even from the original law. Do you see this? What do you make of it? Do you see 

that what He is doing is ‘fulfilling’ or completing the law? 

 

IT’S NOT FAIR – Read: Micah 6:8 and Matthew 5:7 

4. Pastor Connor said that Jesus is more concerned with goodness, through mercy, than fairness. And He 

is using four illustrations to drive home His point: 

a. Don’t Retaliate In-Kind: verse 39. Right off the bat, Jesus is upside down to the law and what Jews had 

practiced for a millennium and a half…how can this be? And it’s not just the violence that is withheld – in 

this case, it’s the backhanded slap, representing insult – emotional damage – that is withheld. What do 

you make of this? And how about us today? 

b. Do More Than the Minimum Requirement: verse 40. Taking a tunic was one thing, and it was the 

most expensive piece of clothing. But even Jewish law forbade taking someone’s coat, because the outer 

garment was critical for survival in harsh elements. But Jesus says, give it up too. What do you make of 

this? How is this being merciful? 

c. Go the Extra Mile: verse 41. By Roman law, Roman military could force civilians to carry military 

weapons and goods for one mile, but no further – but Jesus is saying, give them an extra mile. What do 

you make of this? Are there modern-day examples? 

d. Be Radically Generous: verse 42. Jesus is saying, give them what they ask, and beyond….don’t turn 

them away. What do we make of this illustration? Is this one easy or hard for you? How so? 

 

5. Pastor Connor suggested to us that the common thread that binds these four illustrations together is 

that it all seems, to our human sensibilities, to be unfair…what do you think? Is it? How could it be unfair 

if it’s from Jesus? But that is the entire point, isn’t it? If we think about it for a moment, we really don’t 

want God to be ‘fair’ to us in our sinful nature, do we? Don’t we actually want to run to the cross, fall at 

His feet, and seek His mercy – not getting what we deserve? And isn’t this the Gospel? Isn’t this Good 

News? And for His followers, how does that happen? What does the passage from the prophet Micah 

tell us? He is calling us, as Kingdom followers, to do the same, yes? And of what result – what does Jesus 

say in Matthew 5:7? His words are completely upside-down from the culture, but completely consistent 

with His Kingdom. Do you see this? Do you know this deep in your heart? 

 

 



 

FREELY RECEIVED – FREELY GIVE – Read: Matthew 10:7-8 and Luke 6:32-36 

6. Pastor Connor closed with reflections on Jesus’ words a bit later in Matthew’s Gospel account, as He 

sent the twelve out for the first time to share the Good News of the Kingdom – of His rule and reign in 

the world. And what does the Kingdom look and feel like? And why are the Apostles to ‘freely give’ all 

that Jesus has commanded them to do? Is that our calling and command today? Even if people don’t 

deserve it? How so? Is this hard to do? Why? 

7. In the Luke passage, as his version of the Sermon, we again see Jesus’ teaching in similar respects. But 

what do you see as a bit different in this passage as Jesus frames and then gives His commands? Do you 

see how and where the notion of mercy again enters the picture? How so? And how does verse 36 

summarize the passage? Do you see that this is what we are called to do, even today? Is this 

challenging? And who said it would be challenging? 

 

Prayer 

 As we continue this sermon series of ‘think like Jesus’ from the Sermon on the Mount, continue to pray 

that the Holy Spirit would give you fresh insights into these words of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ…read the Sermon each week, and ‘pray the Sermon’ – use your reading as your prayer guide for 

your days of the week. Pray particularly this week about mercy – give God all the Glory for His lavish love 

and mercy to you and over your life. And ask the Holy Spirit to lead you in merciful ways – to show mercy 

to those who, in your eyes, are not deserving. Pray that you would not retaliate; that you would do more 

than the minimum; that you would go beyond what’s asked; and that you would not withhold that which 

you can provide. Pray for the Holy Spirit to guide you, show you, and strengthen you in these respects, so 

that the Gospel of Jesus would show through your words and deeds. And as always, pray that the Holy 

Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His 

hands, feet and heart in this world, thinking like Jesus thought, mercifully, for His Glory! Amen. 

 

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links: 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now 

https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

