
 

“Think Like Jesus: Honestly” 

 

Warm-up 

1. As we have shared before, one of the features or attributes that Christians believe is part of ‘being 

made in the Image of God’ is the gift of language. God speaks, we listen. God writes, we read and listen. 

And He has blessed humans with this same attribute, both to share in relationship with Him (we speak 

to Him, and He listens) and also with one another. And interestingly, a key feature of language and 

communication is the notion of honesty, and in this regard, truth. However, in our sinful nature, we can 

also tarnish His Image with dishonesty, false language, and untruth. And if we’re honest (ironically), we 

must admit that it happens all the time. Now there are certainly degrees and frequencies to consider, 

but the reality is that we are all unfaithful to Him and others by our untruthful words or writings. What 

do you make of all this? Have you had a time in your life where falsehoods, lies, or untruths really had an 

impact? What happened? How did the lie propagate? And how did it all resolve? Does it have lasting 

impact for you even today? If yes, how so? 

 

Digging Deeper 

Today, Pastor Connor continues the sermon series entitled, ‘Think Like Jesus’, following up on our 

previous series, ‘Live Like Jesus’. Here we take a turn to understand what and how Jesus thinks, and what 

He taught about what He thinks. For this series, we are using three chapters in the Gospel According to 

Matthew (5-7), the passage known as ‘The Sermon on the Mount.’ Tying the two series together, we’ve 

said that if we are to ‘live like Jesus’, then we must first ‘think like Jesus.’ In today’s sermon, we are in the 

set of six teachings of truth by Jesus that relate to His ‘fulfilment’ or completion of the original truths of 

God. And these six teachings are, for most followers, hard lessons to not only hear, but also to do. Such is 

the case today in this fourth teaching about honesty, integrity, and truth. Let’s see what these words say, 

as we seek to ‘think like Jesus.’ 

 

IS THIS REALLY WORTH THE TIME? – Read: Matthew 5:33-37 

2. As we come to this fourth teaching of Jesus, we consider where we’ve been, and in some sense, this 

subject seems a bit less intense…less challenging…maybe less important. So as Pastor Connor asked, “is 

this really worth our time to study and understand?” After all, we’re not talking about murder and hate 

and lust and adultery…it seems like a “notable shift”, as Connor said. Even the renowned Welch pastor 
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and preacher Martyn Lloyd-Jones said of this teaching, “There may be those who ask: ‘Is it profitable for 

us, confronted as we are by vast problems in this modern world, to be considering this simple matter of 

our speech and how we should be speaking to one another?” But he goes on to say, and we also see 

that, it’s one of Jesus’ most important teachings for Kingdom living – to be honest and to tell the truth, 

not because the religious structures of the day say so, but because that’s what His followers do, as they 

seek to grow in His character and competencies. Does this make sense? How so? 

3. And again, as usual, context is everything…Bible Scholar Michael J. Wilkins gives us the context: “The 

rabbis developed a highly structured hierarchy of oaths…Some interpreters of Jesus’ day tended to make 

the Old Testament’s permission mean that only oaths that included the name of the Lord were binding. 

If a person wasn’t really serious about an oath, he would swear by ‘less sacred things (e.g., ‘I Swear by 

heaven,’ ‘by earth,’ ‘by Jerusalem,’ etc.)… Since the person didn’t invoke the literal name of God the 

oath wasn’t considered binding. This increasing tendency to find loopholes in an oath led to their 

devaluation…” As Connor summarized, “So effectively, some religious teachers during Jesus’ day were 

granting permission to their followers to take oaths and lie. But not Jesus.” What do you see in Jesus’ 

words in today’s passage? Does this make sense to you, and do you see His words in this teaching now 

in a better light? How so? 

 

WHAT WE SAY, MATTERS – Read: John 1:14-18 and John 14:1-7 

4. Connor said that what we say, matters. And it particularly matters if we speak the truth or not. 

Connor suggested to us that if we believe we need to swear (or swear an oath) to bolster our point or to 

convince others of what we say, we need to examine our hearts for His truth. Because what Jesus is 

saying is that, as His followers and disciples, we don’t need to swear on oaths – we simply need to tell 

the truth – let our yes be yes and our no be no. Pastor John Stott put it this way, “Swearing (i.e., oath-

taking) is really a pathetic confession of our own dishonesty.” Does this make sense to you? And do you 

see Connor’s (and Pastor Stott’s) point about using swearing to bolster our language…why this makes a 

difference? Have you experienced this yourself? How so? 

5. And remember, Jesus told the truth, all the time, on all occasions, in all circumstances, even when it 

was hard for other to hear. And often it was – can you think of a time when Jesus told the truth, and it 

was hard to hear? But it gets better! As our two passages from John’s Gospel account tell us, Jesus not 

only told the truth, but He is the Truth! What does this mean? Do you see it? So, are we now seeing how 

important this fourth teaching is to His disciples on the Mount, and to us today? 

6. Connor also suggested that the Christian church today (and Christians individually) need some help in 

the integrity department, particularly as the culture sees us…do you agree? How so? And is truth-telling 

a part of the solution? How so? And as Connor and Pastor Andy Stanley would say, “What if, over the 

past two thousand years, we had gotten that right? What would the world be like today?” What do you 

think? Do you see the importance? How so? 

 

 

 



 

ABIDE IN HIM AS HE ABIDES IN YOU – Read: John 15:1-8 and Philippians 2:12-13 

7. Pastor Connor closed by stepping back a bit from the specifics of the Sermon on the Mount and this 

fourth teaching and shared a quote that he received from a friend via email this past week…it is from 

pastor and missionary F. J. Huegel: “The trouble is, we have not listened to Jesus. He tells us that we 

must abide in him as a branch in the Vine (John 15). Mathew 5, 6, 7, without John 15, would be like so 

many freight cars without an engine, or like a whale without water, or a bird without air.” In other 

words, Connor wants us to see that we cannot live out Kingdom lives without a relationship with 

Jesus…they are not separate, but the first relies on the second. Do you see this? Do you understand 

this? Is this Good News? How so? What does it say about God’s ultimate desire for us and Him? 

8. But Connor also suggests to us that God has already done all the heavy lifting, and He wants us to 

share in the joy, peace, and hope of His blessings, as Paul tells the church in Philippi…in this passage, 

what is Paul saying to the church? Who is he specifically speaking about in verse 13? Is this Good News? 

And Jesus says that as we abide in Him, He abides in us…and this power and leading of the Holy Spirit 

makes all the difference – it’s the ‘Real Deal!’ Is this clear to you? Have you experienced Him in this way? 

Prayer 

As we continue this sermon series of ‘think like Jesus’ from the Sermon on the Mount, continue to pray 

that the Holy Spirit would give you fresh insights into these words of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ…read the Sermon each week, and ‘pray the Sermon’ – use your reading as your prayer guide for 

your days of the week. Pray particularly this week about your language – is it of truth, and when called 

upon, is it the Truth of Jesus? If you struggle with the truth, ask the Holy Spirit for help…that’s what He’s 

for! Seek His power and strength to speak the truth, not only in your times with others, but in your time 

with Him. And as you are called, also speak the truth of Jesus as Lord and Savior to a world that needs to 

hear and know. Again, ask the Holy Spirit for His guidance and for the words that you should say…He will 

equip you. Trust Him. Remember, He is full of Grace and Truth. And as always, pray that the Holy Spirit 

would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His 

hands, feet and heart in this world, thinking like Jesus thought, honestly, for His Glory! Amen. 

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links: 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now 

https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

