
 

“Think Like Jesus: Faithfulness” 

 

Warm-up 

1. As we consider Pastor Connor’s message today, he draws our thoughts to the notion of 

faithfulness. In our Faith, faithfulness is an interesting characteristic or trait, because it is something 

that both God and His created human beings possess (or in the case of people, have the capacity to 

possess). So, what does faithfulness mean to you – both in the context of God and also people? How 

do you see faithfulness expressed by God? And how does faithfulness work between people? Have 

you had an experience(s) when you felt and knew of God’s faithfulness in your life? And have you had  

experience(s) of either faithfulness or unfaithfulness in relation to other people? And how about you 

– have you been faithful or not in either your relationship with God or with others? Finally, as 

Christians, are there other characteristics that we hold that are closely related to faithfulness? If so, 

what, and why? 

 

Digging Deeper 

Today, Pastor Connor continues the sermon series entitled, ‘Think Like Jesus’, following up on our 

previous series, ‘Live Like Jesus’. Here we take a turn to understand what and how Jesus thinks, and 

what He taught about what He thinks. For this series, we are using three chapters in the Gospel 

According to Matthew (5-7), the passage known as ‘The Sermon on the Mount.’ Tying the two series 

together, we’ve said that if we are to ‘live like Jesus’, then we must first ‘think like Jesus.’ In today’s 

sermon, we are in the set of six teachings of truth by Jesus that relate to His ‘fulfilment’ or completion 

of the original truths of God. And these six teachings are, for most followers, hard lessons to not only 

hear, but also to do. Such is the case today in this third teaching about faithfulness and divorce, 

particularly in our culture of the moment. Pastor Connor opened his message by acknowledging that 

divorce is part of the human condition, and that his purpose (and ours) is not to judge the past of 

others. It is also probably one of the most painful and trying situations that people face. We come to it 

then in love and compassion for others. Let’s see what these words say, as we seek to ‘think like 

Jesus.’ 
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CONTEXT IS EVERYTHING – Read: Matthew 5:31-32 

2. When reading and studying scripture, context is everything…and while there are several differen 

types of contexts, one of the most important is the context of scripture within itself. So, in this 

respect, Connor led us to begin at the beginning…and find our context for this teaching on divorce by 

seeing God’s original perfect plan – the Ideal: read Genesis 2:20b-25. What is happening here and 

what do you see as the Ideal? But how quickly things change: read Genesis 3:11b-12. What is 

happening here? Is Adam being faithful to his wife? Is he being faithful to God? Why is he saying these 

things and reacting this way? 

3. And now in the first part of this teaching in Matthew 5 (verse 31), Jesus is recalling the Law of God 

given through Moses found in Deuteronomy 24:1. But now we turn to historical context – by the time 

of Jesus, the Jewish leaders of Torah teaching had split into two schools of thought, led by Jewish 

sages Shammai and Hillel. In circumstances where the interpretation of the Law was in dispute, the 

Shammai school often interpreted the Law more strictly and the Hillel school interpreted the Law 

more leniently. And in the case of the law in Deuteronomy 24:1, Shammai interpreted the word 

“indecent” as sexual immorality, and this was seen as the only condition for divorce. The Hillel 

interpretation focused on the notion “displeasing to him” and allowed that divorce could occur for 

virtually any negative relationship reason, particularly in this case from husband to wife. Therefore, 

Jesus in Matthew 5 is teaching into this dispute, which was significant and well-known to His disciples. 

Now in verse 32, Jesus is being clear and is completing the Law, just as He had done with respect to 

the subjects of murder and adultery in the previous two teachings…and what does He say? Does it 

seem clear to you where Jesus stands? And what does this have to do with faithfulness, person to 

person or person to God? How so? But why does Jesus stand in this place and complete the Law in this 

way? Read on… 

THE IDEAL AS A KINGDOM VALUE – Read: Matthew 19:1-9 

4. Later in His ministry, probably within just months of His final return to Jerusalem, He teaches on 

divorce again – read Matthew 19:1-9, and His disciples would have recalled His teaching on the Mount 

in Galilee three years earlier…but now, in verses 4-6, He brings their minds and hearts back to the 

Ideal – to the Genesis perfect plan, and from that perspective, He again states the completion of the 

Law – verses 8-9. As Connor said, Jesus is acknowledging that it was permitted, but not Ideal? What 

does Connor mean? And do you see this in Jesus’ words? 

5. And notice that, once again, in verse 8, for Jesus, just like it was for the previous two teachings, it’s 

a heart issue – that hardness of the heart is not what God intended from the beginning… faithfulness 

to others, and to Him, was (and is). Do you see this? And this Ideal is a Kingdom value – it is the value 

that the King, in His rule and reign over creation and human hearts, prescribes and commands – is this 

clear to us? To you? How so? 

6. And how does our culture of today see divorce, both legally and spiritually? Is it a hard thing to do 

procedurally? Has that changed over the years? How so? Why is that important? And what does this 

say about culture’s take on faithfulness? 

 



 

FAITHFULNESS IN ACTION – Read: John 7:53-8:11 

7. Pastor Connor closed with words of hope and encouragement for each of our circumstances of 

singleness or marriage. For the single person, rejoice in your faithfulness to God and to your fellow 

human beings. Trust in Him and give your life to Him. And if you choose to move towards a marriage 

covenant, Connor suggested that seeking one who is following Jesus and loves Jesus more than you is 

a step in the right direction…again, faithfulness to Jesus is paramount – we can be faithful because He 

is Faithful towards us. Does this make sense to you? Why? 

8. And for those who are married, times of joy and times of sadness or even hurt will be part of the 

marriage covenant, because we are humans. Work to strengthen your faithfulness to your spouse and 

keep Jesus at the center in your faithfulness to Him. But if significant hurt and harm are part of your 

marriage situation, get help…come to trusted leaders in our church at EAC and let us help you  find 

help. 

9. And for those who have divorce in their past (or present), not based on sexual indiscretions, and 

who may carry shame and guilt, Connor reminded us that our stories are not over yet. We worship 

and love a loving God, a compassionate God, and a God who is faithful. Consider for yourself, if you 

are in this situation, the story of Jesus in John 8 – Jesus, full of compassion, love, and forgiveness 

through Grace, but still speaking the Truth of His ways in believers’ hearts – He doesn’t compromise 

moral conditions. And because of this, this story of this women is a story of profound hope for all in 

similar circumstances…and this is Good News for broken hearts. 

Prayer 

As we continue this sermon series of ‘think like Jesus’ from the Sermon on the Mount, continue to pray 

that the Holy Spirit would give you fresh insights into these words of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ…read the Sermon each week, and ‘pray the Sermon’ – use your reading as your prayer guide for 

your days of the week. Pray particularly this week about your singleness or married situation and seek 

the faithfulness of the Holy Spirit to continue to lead you in His ways, for His purposes, to His Glory. In 

whatever your situation, pray that your human relationships would glorify Him. And if you are living 

with shame or guilt because of divorce, bring that to the Holy Spirit in times of prayer and reflection – 

give your guilt to Him, let His Grace flow over you, ask for His Mercy in your life, and consider how 

Jesus truly blessed the woman He encountered…full of Grace and Truth. And as always, pray that the 

Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order 

to be His hands, feet and heart in this world, thinking like Jesus thought, for His Glory! Amen. 

 

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links: 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now 

https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

