
 

 April 3, 2022  

 

“Live Like Jesus: Talk the Talk” 

 

Warm-up 

1. As Christians, we believe that one of the characteristics that is part of ‘being 

made in the Image of God’ is the gift of language that all human beings share. In 

all of God’s creation, it is uniquely human, and we have this ability in order to be 

able to communicate with God, and Him with us, and us to each other. And in 

that sense, words matter, and talk matters. Have you ever had an experience 

where you have been called upon to pray in public, or maybe share a message of 

Jesus to a group, and you approached it with some anxiousness because you were 

not quite sure what you should say, or how to say it, but as you did it, it seemed 

to flow from you almost without thinking? If you have had this experience, what 

do you attribute it to? How can this be? Other thoughts or observations? 

 

Digging Deeper 

Today, Pastor Savage continues the series entitled, ‘Live Like Jesus’, as he explores 

what the Gospel According to Matthew says about what Jesus’ life on earth was 

like – what He did, how He did it, how He lived day-to-day – and what it means for 

us to live like Him. This week, we continue on in the ministry of Jesus, and consider 

the most central topic of what Jesus talked about during His ministry – the 

Kingdom of God (or Heaven). How He talked about it and why He talked about it 

makes all the difference in our lives, as it did in the lives of the earliest followers. 

And He is our model to ‘talk the talk’. Let’s explore further what this ‘talking the 

talk’ of the Kingdom means for us today as we seek to ‘live like Jesus.’ 

 

 



TWO-SIDED COIN – Read: Matthew 4:17; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 8:1 

2. Pastor Jeff asked us to consider a well-known saying: “Preach the Gospel at all 

times. When necessary, use words.” It has been attributed to St. Francis of Assisi. 

But modern scholarship indicates there is no evidence that he said this, and in 

fact, his life and teaching were essentially the opposite – he preached the gospel 

with words and lived a very humble life. But it does shed light on a powerful truth 

– that the Gospel that we are to share and proclaim is like the two sides of a 

single coin – the Gospel coin – in this case, we must ‘talk’ the Gospel, and we 

must ‘walk’ the Gospel. That’s in fact exactly what Jesus commanded His closest 

followers to do in the Great Commission…which is for us today as well. A related 

quote that is attributed to St. Francis is, “It is no use walking anywhere to preach 

unless our walking is our preaching.” So, what do we make of these phrases, the 

Gospel, and the power of ‘talk’? Why is this important? And do you see the two 

sides of the coin? How so? 

3. And Pastor Jeff asked us to consider how God created all, ‘in the beginning’? 

What did God do to create? And as John writes in his Gospel account, in the first 

chapter, John 1:1-5, how is Jesus described? Why is John using this language? 

Clearly words are powerful, and living like Jesus means using words and language 

to ‘speak’ like He spoke…what are your thoughts on all of this? And, of what did 

He speak most often…? 

 

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN – Read: Matthew 4:23-25; 10:7-8; and 

20:1a 

4. As Dr. Ben Witherington says, if you were among the first followers of Jesus, 

and traveled with Him every day of His three and half years of earthly ministry, 

what would you hear regularly come from His lips as He talked (hint: it has to do 

with who He is and why He came)? And relative to why He came, what do these 

passages in Matthew’s Gospel account tell us? Is this central to the story of God 

and our faith? How so? 

5. And as Jesus speaks about the Kingdom of God (or Heaven), what is He talking 

about? And is this the Good News? How so? And so, is this what we are to share? 

Why? 



6. And if we have any question about the power of talk, read Romans 10:8-13. 

What does Paul say in this letter to the home gatherings in Rome? And then read 

10:14-15…and now what is Paul saying to them? Is this for us today? In what 

ways? Both receiving and sharing? If so, how? 

 

WITH GENTLENESS AND RESPECT – Read: 1 Peter 3:13-15 

7. So, Pastor Jeff asked us, “If you talk with your people (family, friends, kids, 

spouse, siblings, co-workers) the way that Jesus would talk with them, what 

would happen in that relationship?” How do you answer his question? What does 

Peter’s teaching tell us? Does this ring true in your life? How so? Jeff said that as 

His disciples, if we are being shaped and formed like Him, then that means our 

talk will be like Him as well…and with time and the Holy Spirit’s leading, it should 

naturally flow from us in meaningful ways…does this make sense to you? And do 

you see this in your life as His follower? 

8. But James, one of Jesus’ younger brothers, cautions us – and this is a big deal. 

Read James 3:9-10. What is James saying here? Is it clear that we are to speak the 

truth without malice…to speak to people like they were made in the Image of God 

(because they were)…and it may be difficult to do, but it is possible. Jeff said that 

we are still called to advocate against evil, to call out injustice, but do so in a 

manner worthy of our following. What is your take on this? Is it difficult at times? 

How do we get better? 

9. And like last week’s message and teaching, this is not merely an individual 

pursuit…we are to do this together – we study together, we read books, we take 

classes, we listen to people who know more, we ask questions, we invite the Holy 

Spirit into this process asking Him to show us how and where we can ‘talk the 

talk’ for Him. Does this ring true for you at EAC and in your life together with 

other believers? 

 

 

 

 



Prayer 

As we consider Pastor Jeff’s message today, and the notion of ‘talking our talk’, 

pray Psalm 19:14 – “May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my 

heart be pleasing in your sight, Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.” Pray for the 

Holy Spirit to give you the words to say when you need them, the truth to proclaim 

when you share it, and the wisdom to speak with gentleness and respect, even 

when it’s not easy. And pray that your ‘talk’, as you strive to live like Jesus, would 

be rooted in the Word, and carried with Jesus’ love for all. And as always, pray 

that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond 

to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet, heart, and mouth, in this world, 

living like Jesus lived! Amen. 

 

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links: 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now 

https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

