
 

 April 17, 2022  

 

“What Easter Means” 

 

Warm-up 

1. In Pastor Connor’s Easter message today, he asks us to consider the 

difference between what Easter is, and what it means. Focusing on the first 

element, we are drawn to describe the ‘who, what , where, when, and how’ 

of Easter…the second element, though, drives us deeper, basically to the 

‘why’ question. As we warm-up together, how do you describe the ‘why’ of 

Easter? What does it mean for you, personally? Do you find it necessary to 

think in terms of the ‘factuals’ of the reality of Jesus’ death and resurrection 

before you can approach the ‘why’, or at least connect them together? Why 

or why not? Which are you more comfortable (or adept) at sharing with 

others – what Easter is, or what it means? How so? 

 

Digging Deeper 

Today, on this Easter Sunday 2022, Pastor Connor asks us to explore the 

distinction of what Easter is compared to what it means. And he focuses 

today on the second element, because in the meaning of Easter, we are 

able to seek and find the core truth of Jesus and His Resurrection from the 

dead. This search for meaning is, at its foundation, a quest to answer the 

‘why’ question of the Resurrection and Easter Sunday. To open the scene, 

read the first Easter Sunday morning story in Matthew 28:1-10. As 

believers, we say on this day, “He is Risen!”, but what does that actually 

mean? Connor suggests for us three key truths of this ‘why’ question of 

meaning, each of which, when fit together like puzzle pieces, reveal a 

complete picture of Jesus and His reality. Each truth begins with, “If the 

Resurrection of Jesus happened…”, then what does it mean in three 

truths? 

 



JESUS IS WHO HE SAYS HE IS – Read: John 11:17-27 

2. Throughout the four Gospel accounts, Jesus repeatedly describes both 

who He is and why He came. Early in His ministry, His statements were 

veiled, because ‘His time had not yet come.’ However, in this story of His 

friends Lazarus, Martha, and Mary, being close to His Passion Week, He 

says clearly who He is, and why He came. And now, on Easter Sunday, 

what does His resurrection mean in the context of this story? Do you see 

the reality of who He says He is being vindicated on Sunday morning? How 

so? 

3. Read John 14:1-7. We have now moved to Thursday night of Passion 

Week, the Passover remembrance that would become something far more 

significant, and memorable, for humanity. What is happening here, and 

what is Jesus saying, only hours away from His death, and just a few days 

from His Resurrection? And on that Easter Sunday, what does His 

resurrection mean in the context of this story? Do you see the reality of who 

He says He is being vindicated on Sunday morning? How so? 

4. It has been said that the most significant question that a human being 

can answer in their life is, ‘Who is Jesus?’ Jesus Himself poses that very 

question to His closest disciples - read Matthew 16:13-17. And even Pilate 

gets the question – read Matthew 27:22. And even the Centurion at the 

Cross gets the question – read Matthew 27:54. And do you see that this is 

a question of meaning, not of facts? C. S. Lewis, in Mere Christianity, 

wrote: “A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus 

said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be alunatic – on 

the level with the man who says he is a poached egg – or else he would be 

the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, 

the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. You can shut him 

up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a demon or you can fall at 

his feet and call him Lord and God, but let us not come with any patronizing 

nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He has not left that open 

to us. He did not intend to.” What is Lewis saying here? Do you agree? 

Pastor Andy Stanley says it in a more contemporary way: “When 

somebody predicts their own death and resurrection and pulls it off, we 

should go with whatever that person says.” What is your reaction to Pastor 

Stanley’s assessment? 



 

WE NEED TO BELIEVE WHAT JESUS SAYS ABOUT US 

5. Pastor Connor says that if the Resurrection of Jesus happened, we need 

to believe what He says about us, and respond. Connor frames this in four 

key points about us: (1) We are created by God and we have meaning – 

we have purpose – we are not accidental – read Genesis 1:26-28; (2) God 

is love and He actually cares about what, and who, He makes – read 1 

John 4:8 and Ephesians 2:4-5; (3) We rebel against a loving God – we are 

sinners/we fall short/we miss the mark/and there are consequences – none 

of us are ‘off the hook’– read Romans 3:23 and 6:22-23; C. S. Lewis wrote 

in The Great Divorce, “There are only two kinds of people in the end: those 

who say to God, “Thy will be done,” and those to whom God says, in the 

end, “Thy will be done.”; (4) We cannot save ourselves – read Romans 

3:20-24 and Ephesians 2:8-9 – a ‘rescue operation’ through a ‘wonderous 

exchange’ is necessary – read 2 Corinthians 5:21 and 1 Corinthians 1:18. 

Do you see that this is our story? How so? And is this also the Gospel? 

How so? And does this happen if the Resurrection didn’t happen? 

 

DEATH IS DEFEATED – Read: 1 Corinthians 15:12-19 

6. To begin this third key truth, what is Paul saying to the church in Corinth 

about Jesus’ Resurrection? And our sharing of the Gospel? And our faith? 

And us? Theologian Jaroslav Pelikan said it this way: “If Christ is risen, 

then nothing else matters. And if Christ is not risen, then nothing else 

matters.” What does he mean by this? And again, C. S. Lewis wrote, 

“Christianity, if false, is of no importance, and if true, of infinite importance. 

The only thing it cannot be is moderately important.” What does he mean 

by this? 

7. Read 1 Corinthians 15:20-22. What is Paul now affirming for these 

Corinthian believers? What does this confirm for us? 

8. Now read 1 Corinthians 15:53-57. What is Paul concluding here about 

the Resurrection, the lives of believers, and the nature of God’s victory over 

death? And how was that victory secured, and for whom? Is this the 

Gospel? How so? 



9. Pastor Connor concluded by asking us to notice that when Jesus 

appeared alive on that first Resurrection Sunday, He did so on a personal, 

relational, basis – often one-on-one, with little apparent fanfare – think of 

Mary and Mary at the tomb; think of the two disciples on the road to 

Emmaus that Easter evening; think of Thomas a week later; think of Peter 

several weeks later at the beach; think of Paul several years later – all 

personal encounters, that truly reveal what Easter means, then and now. 

And consider, that personally, for you, the meaning of Easter is He’s real, 

He’s alive right now, He’s wanting moments with you, now and forever, and 

you can have those moments! Is this what Easter means for you? 

 

Prayer 

As we consider Pastor Connor’s Easter message today, pray prayers of 

adoration, joy and praise to God the Father for all that He has done through 

the Son, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. Pray that Jesus’ encounters with you 

would be personal and right where you are, so that the Power of the Cross 

and the Resurrection, through Christ, can be yours. And pray that God will 

place people in your path who also need to hear and understand what 

Easter means. And as always, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears 

to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be 

His hands, feet and heart in this world, proclaiming, ‘He is Risen! – Indeed!’ 

Amen. 

 

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and 

YouTube links: 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now 

https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

