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WARM-UP
1. Have you ever considered yourself a missionary? What does that term mean, exactly? If so, describe how you 

have seen it (or do see it) for yourself, and how it works. And maybe you’ve been an actual, full-time missionary 
in the direct sense – if so, share with the group about that experience – how you came to it, what was involved, 
how the LORD worked in your lives for others? How did you know being a missionary was a calling from God, 
and right for you?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Connor begins a four-part mini-series that will span the month of September. During this time, based 

on the book, Flesh, by pastor Hugh Halter, we will be looking at the mission of God and how to go about that 
mission well. This series is building to something that will be significant for us as a church and going somewhere 

that is exciting. So, with Connor’s message, let’s begin this journey of discovery and engagement.

WHY THIS – WHY NOW? – Read:  Acts 1:8 

2. Pastor Connor opened by asking us to consider some startling research about the nature and state of the 
Christian faith…in a nutshell, the survey data show that the United States is becoming ‘less Christian’ over time, 
and that there is a strong generational component to this trend (and, by the way, this trend is not unique to the 
U.S.).  Did this research surprise you?  If so, why and in what ways?  Why is this important?  And what does this 
mean for ‘the church’ in today’s culture?  

3. This cultural reality in the U.S. means that, more than ever before, we (the United States) have become a 
Christian ‘mission field’.  Does that surprise you?  And how do Jesus’ words to the disciples in Acts 1:8 relate 
to this reality?  Connor then asked us, so what does the church do with a defined mission field?  And in Jesus’ 
words, who is/are supposed to go?  So, do these threads tie together for you?  How so?

4. Let’s look at this one more way – read Romans 10:9-15.  In this letter to the churches in Rome, what is Paul telling 
the believers?  Why would he tell them this?  How does this relate to our mission and calling?  Why?

  
START WITH JESUS – Read: John 1:14 

5. Connor asked us to consider this overarching question – “How would the LORD have us do ministry as missionaries 
in an increasingly post-Christian culture in 2021?” – this is what this series is all about.  We need to know both the 
‘why’ and the ‘how’…read John 10:10 and 14-15 - Jesus tells us the ‘why’ in this verse.  But in John 1:14, He tells 
us the ‘how’ He makes this happen – He became flesh…He became incarnate…He became human…He ‘moved 



into the neighborhood’.  Do you see this?  Do you see both the why and the how?  Why are both important?  What 
does this mean to you?  What does this mean to the church? 

6. Connor also said that our efforts must be, “intentional, Biblical, and strategic.”  What does he mean by this?  What 
would be the opposite of this?  Why does this matter?

7. Jesus’ most used and most favorite description of Himself was the phrase, ‘son of man’.  He used this phrase 
about Himself over 80 times in the four Gospel accounts.  Read John 9:35-38…this is yet one example of Jesus’ 
self-description in an amazing story of healing, conviction, grace, and truth…so what does it mean that Jesus 
says that He is the ‘son of man’?  It appears that Jesus thought His incarnation was important…vital…central – 
do you see this?  And what difference does it make – read 1 John 4:1-2 – what is John telling us in this letter?  
Do you see shades of Intentionality?  Scripturally?  Strategically?    

       
BUT WAIT, THERE’S MORE – Read:  Philippians 2:5-11

8. As Connor said, though, this ‘how’ of being missional is more than just ‘passing along information’ – in a post-
Christian culture, it’s not enough to just launch an informational campaign…we need a more directed, personal 
approach.  And this directed approach finds its roots in being relational – person-to-person, in the way that Jesus 
was for three-and-a-half years.  Does this ring true for you?  And in Paul’s letter to the church in Philippi, what 
does the Philippians passage tell us about Jesus’ relational approach?  Do you see how He did it, and also why 
He did it?  What does this mean for you as one who shares the Gospel?

9. Now read Philippians 2:1-4…what is Paul saying to this church in this passage and how is he describing ‘relational’ 
to them, and by extension, to others in the world?  And do you see that verses 1-4 depend upon verses 5-11?  
How so?

10. Pastor Connor closed with the idea that as we take on this role of missionary, by beginning with Incarnation, we 
can move to Reputation (credibility), then Conversation, then Confrontation, and finally see Transformation.  Is 
this a clear pathway for you?  Do you see yourself in this path as you move out to a world where you live, work 
and play?  There will be more to come…

PRAYER
As you consider Pastor Connor’s message today, and we begin this series together and the steps that will follow, 
Connor asked us to prayerfully consider two things – 1) be incarnationally present with one person who doesn’t 

share your faith in a way that feels authentic to you…begin to be missional, just as you are; and 2) sign up for and 
begin the EAC church-wide 21 day devotion that we will do together.  As you begin these two steps, pray that God 
will open your hearts and minds to His calling to you to become His voice, hands, and feet in your world, wherever 

that may be.  Pray that He would show you how this September series will move you closer to Him so that you 
can move closer to others.  And pray that together, EAC can take the next steps of what it truly means to ‘be the 

church’.  And, as always, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond 
to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in this world.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

