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Flesh – Conversation/Confrontation
Pastor Connor Neigenfind

WARM-UP
1. In your Christian walk with Jesus, have you had opportunities for conversation with those you knew, but didn’t 

know Him? How have those conversations gone – how would you characterize the conversations? And were the 
opportunities ‘out of the blue’ or were you intentional about their occurrence? Did this make a difference? If so, 
in what ways? If you know, what were the outcomes of those opportunities? Finally, have you, in hindsight, had 
opportunities that crossed your path, and you didn’t take them? If so, why?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Connor continues a four-part mini-series that will span the month of September. Today is the final 
sermon in the series, and next week during worship, Pastor Connor will be in dialogue with Pastor Hugh Halter, 
the author of the book, Flesh, which is the basis for this series and our corporate devotional time over these 21 
days. In his message today, Pastor Connor asked us to consider this question: “What do we do when we have 

conversations with others about faith and about Jesus?” As Connor has told us, this series is building to something 
that will be significant for us as a church and going somewhere that is exciting, and we’ll find out more about that 
in the coming weeks. So, with Connor’s message and his question for us, let’s continue this journey of discovery 

and engagement.

WHERE IS JESUS? – Read: John 1:14 and John 8:1-11

2. What do we know about Jesus from the John 1 verse? In your own words, how would you describe the two 
characteristics about Jesus that are mentioned? Why is this important? Do you see that this is ‘where Jesus is’?

3. Now, in the John 8 story, what is happening – describe the situation and describe the nature of the conversations 
that Jesus has. Are you seeing the two characteristics of Jesus described in John 1:14 in this story? If so, where, 
and how? And why is this important? Just from the words of Jesus alone, what do you think His nature and 
demeanor was with this woman? Why is this important? Finally, do you see both conversation and confrontation?  
How so?

4. In the context of this story, Connor said that “grace does not mean that truth is not acknowledged.” What does he 
mean by this? And why is this important in the context of Jesus and us, as well as in the context of us and others?  
Connor also said that “truth is a grace of God.” What does he mean by this? Have you experienced this in your 
faith journey?

WHERE ARE WE? – Read: Ephesians 2:1-10 and 4:15-32

5. But it is clear that, even as Jesus’ followers/disciples, we often struggle with grace and truth – both giving it and 
receiving it. Why is this? And this struggle can intensify when we end up on the far ends of the spectrum – grace 



without truth (which means that the truth is not heard or accepted), or truth without grace (which means that grace 
is not felt or received). Have you experienced this in your life as a follower, either as a giver or receiver? If so, 
how, and why? And what do the two passages from Ephesians say to us? Where are you?

6. So, if we are striving to be His disciples, growing in the character and competencies of Him, we want to grow 
towards Him, and make both grace and truth ‘majors’ in our lives and walk with Him – we want to have a ‘dual 
major’, not ‘a major and a minor’ – does this ring true for you? So how do we do this? Keep reading…    

       
GETTING FROM ME TO JESUS

7. So, Connor asks, “How do we engage conversations effectively?” Consider four principles to get us from ‘me’ to 
Jesus. The first is to speak gently and respectfully. Read 1 Peter 3:15. What is Peter telling us in this verse? Are 
we to assume that opportunities will appear? If so, what does he say we must do? Do you see that the key is not 
only what we say, but how we say it? Why is this important relative to conversations and possible confrontations 
about Jesus?  

8. Secondly, we must speak prayerfully. Read Luke 12:11-12. What is Jesus saying here? Who is the key person 
in these verses? Why? Have you had this type of experience before? If so, how, and why? Read John 15:26-27. 
We may feel ill-prepared to share the Gospel and Jesus, but who should we trust? And why?

9. The third principle is that we must Speak Powerfully. Read Hebrews 4:12 and Acts 4:29-31. What do these two 
passages tell us? What is said of the Word of God in the Hebrews verse? And do you see who is at work in the 
Acts passage? And why is this important?  o, the source of the power of our words as we have conversations 
come from whom? And again, why does this matter?

10. The fourth principle is to talk about Jesus. Read 1 Corinthians 2:1-5. What is Paul saying here to the church 
in Corinth (and to us)? It is clear that Jesus is where we can always begin. There are plenty of things that we 
can talk about with others, and even other things ‘Christian’ that we can talk about – but why not start with what 
matters most – Jesus! The reality is that if we lead with something else, we may not even get to Jesus, and what 
a loss that would be. Does this all ring true for you? If so, how and why?

PRAYER
As you reflect on Pastor Connor’s message today, and we continue this series together, prayerfully consider if you 
are on the path of becoming Jesus’ disciple, by growing in His character and competencies, in ways that will ‘open 
the conversations’ that need to occur, and even lead to ‘gracious confrontations’ that need to occur. If you are on 
this path, then pray for God’s strength to continue to grow in Him, in ways that lead to effective engagements with 
others. If you are unsure, then pray for His guidance and pray to be increasingly filled with the Grace and Truth of 
Jesus. With the guidance and power of the Holy Spirit in you and your life, pray over the four principles that can 
open hearts and minds for Him. Also pray that you would be ready to share Jesus, with gentleness and respect.  

And, as always, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call 
to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in this world.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw



