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WARM-UP
1. In personal life interactions, much of what we do with others is driven by their prior actions or words, and whether 

we consider those actions or words ‘respectful’, at a human level. What we also know is that the respect we find 
in others then leads to credibility in our minds about future engagements. Can you identify a time when you found 
someone significantly respectful, and therefore, very credible in your eyes? Describe the situation and what 
happened to make the person credible? Conversely, have there been times when the opposite occurred? How 
so and why?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Connor continues a four-part mini-series that will span the month of September. During this 

time, based on the book, Flesh, by pastor Hugh Halter, we will be looking at the mission of God and how to go 
about that mission well. This series is building to something that will be significant for us as a church and going 

somewhere that is exciting. So, with Connor’s message, let’s continue this journey of discovery and engagement.

STREET CRED – WHAT IS IT? – Read: Acts 2:42-47 

2. Pastor Connor opened this topic reflecting on three questions about establishing ‘street cred’. The first question 
is, “What is it?” From scripture, it appears that the earliest church had a level of respect and credibility in the 
community – maybe not by the religious leaders, but by the common folks. What does this passage say to you 
about how the earliest church went about their faith, who was impacted, and what was the result? Do you think 
their respectful actions and words led to credibility which led to outside folks wanting to know more? What is the 
verse indicator of this?

3. Connor said, “When you have respect, you gain a platform from which you’ll be not only heard, but you’ll be 
listened to.”  What does he mean by this? Have you experienced this in your life? If so, how, and why  Read 
Matthew 7:24-29. What is this verse the end of? And what does this verse say about what Jesus had just said 
and taught? Did He have respect of those present, and do you suppose that they listened? How and why?

  
STREET CRED – WHY DOES IT MATTER? – Read: Matthew 5:13-16 

4. Our second question is, “Why does it matter?” From this passage in Matthew’s Gospel account, we hear Jesus’ 
own words – what is He saying to the gathered followers? So, in these words of Jesus, why does it matter if 
people not only hear you, but listen to you? What hangs in the balance? Why is this important? 

5. Conversely, now read from Paul’s letter to the house churches in Rome from Chapter 2:17-24. Is it clear to you 
from Paul’s words about why what we do in our lives with other people matters? As Connor said, if we want to 



effectively reach people, person-to-person, we must gain their respect, and this comes from being respectable. 
Do you see this in Paul’s words?    

       
STREET CRED – HOW DO I GET IT (AND KEEP IT)? – Read: Philippians 3:12-14

6. Our third question is ‘How do I get it?” One thing is clear – it doesn’t come by trying to be perfect. In the passage 
from the letter to the Philippian church, what is Paul saying and what is his approach to ‘getting it’?  

7. So, if not perfection, then what? Connor asked us to let Jesus model for us four ‘competencies’ that He used to 
share the Gospel and His mission in a credible way. The first of these is, Jesus was the real deal – He practiced 
what He preached. Connor suggested that we can follow Jesus’ model here by (1) striving to live what you 
profess; and (2) admit where you are falling short, and like Paul, striving for better. This helps us focus on being 
real with others. Do you see this in your life? How so?  

8. The second aspect is that Jesus worked a job. For most of His adult life, He spent years working a blue-collar 
job, and it mattered. For us, as with Him, there is something about a vocation done well that opens the door for 
respect by others and credibility gained. Again, have you or do you see this in your life? How so?

9. The third competency is that Jesus loved, and hung out with, sinners. Read Matthew 9:9-13. What does this 
passage tell us? What do we learn from Jesus’ model action here? Do you find this easy or hard to do in your 
own interactions with people who cross your paths? Why?

10. The final competency of Jesus may seem odd at first – Jesus picked fights in public – He sometimes displayed 
what we might call, ‘righteous anger’. Read Mark 11:15-18. What does this passage tell us? What happened?  
What did Jesus say? What was the reaction of the religious leaders? What was the reaction of the crowd? Pastor 
Connor said that the point here is that some things are worth fighting for – those things that break the heart of 
God – and as Jesus’ disciples, we know what those are. Credibility sometimes comes from taking a stand for 
what is right, noble, or just – do you see that? Do you do that in your life? Do we do that at EAC? Does the church 
in America do that? Share your perspectives of these different levels with each other

PRAYER
s you consider Pastor Connor’s message today, and we continue this series together, prayerfully consider the 

four ‘competencies’ of Jesus that Connor shared with us as our model for approaching and relating to people in 
our lives – that will, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, lead us in ways that will lend respect and credibility to 

our words and deeds for God, and His Glory (remember, it’s not about you). Pray in a way that Connor suggested 
to us – that we fix our eyes on Jesus, and pray that the Holy Spirit would lead you to live the life He wants for you, 
and the interactions with those who cross your path.  Pray also that God would reveal those things that are ‘worth 

fighting for’ and would equip you to respond in ways that, with grace, honor Him and bring Him Glory. And, as 
always, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, 

in order to be His hands, feet and heart in this world.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

