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Acts: The Kingdom Advances – Strategic Sacrifice
Pastor Connor Neigenfind

WARM-UP
1.	 The	 notion	 of	making	 a	 sacrifice	 for	 someone	 or	 something	 is	 familiar	 to	 us.	What	 exactly	 do	we	mean	 by	

‘sacrifice’?	What	is	it?	How	does	it	work?	And	at	what	scale?	If	you	would,	please	share	a	sacrifice	that	you’ve	
made	 in	 your	 life	 that	 you	 consider	 to	 be	 significant?	And	what	made	 it	 significant?	And	 have	 others	made	
sacrifices	for	you	as	well?	If	so,	who,	what	and	when?	How	did	you	know	it	was	a	sacrifice	and	not	just	a	good	
deed	or	action	that	had	to	be	taken	–	in	other	words,	what	made	it	a	sacrifice?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Connor continues his preaching series on the New Testament Book, The Acts of the Apostles. 

The focus for today is the conclusion of Paul’s third missionary journey and the revelation by God of what was 
to come in Paul’s life. With his friends and co-workers around him, Paul has what we might see as a curious, or 
even strange, reaction to the revelation and his friends’ concerns. But it says everything we need to know about 
the work of the Holy Spirit in Paul’s life, and his ‘strategic sacrifice’. Let’s find out more and discover what it also 

means for our lives in Jesus.

ANOTHER BIG TURN – Read: Acts 21:1-9 

2.	 Throughout	the	Book	of	Acts,	 there	are	several	 ‘Big	Turns’	when	the	Holy	Spirit	acts	to	change	the	trajectory	
of	 the	story.	So	 far,	we’ve	seen	Jesus’	 final	 commands	and	ascension	 to	Heaven;	 the	Holy	Spirit	 coming	at	
Pentecost;	the	martyrdom	of	Stephen;	Paul’s	conversion;	Paul’s	missionary	journeys	to	spread	the	Gospel.	Now	
we	have	the	next	Big	Turn.	What	is	happening	in	this	passage,	in	part	based	on	what	we	know	in	hindsight?	Who	
is	Paul	with	(by	the	way,	why	does	the	text	say,	“we”)?	Why	is	that	important?		

3.	 What	is	significant	about	verse	4?	Who	is	the	primary	actor?	Had	Paul	ever	been	told	this	before?	And	why	is	this	
important?

4.	 Where	are	we	in	verses	8	and	9	and	who	do	we	meet	again?	Why	is	this	location	important	and	what	do	we	know	
about	the	person	they	stayed	with?	Why	is	this	important	to	this	point	in	the	story?

  
GOD SPEAKS – Read: Acts 21:10-12 

5.	 What	 is	 happening	 in	 this	 passage?	Who	 is	 speaking	 and	what	 is	 being	 said?	And	what	 is	 the	 reaction	 or	
response	from	those	around	Paul	–	his	friends	and	coworkers?	Why	would	they	say	what	they	said?	

6.	 Pastor	Connor	said,	“The	greatest	resistance	to	living	a	life	of	adventurous	surrender	to	Jesus	might	come	from	
those	who	 love	you	most.”	What	does	he	mean	by	 this?	Why	would	 this	be	 the	case?	Have	you	personally	
experienced	this	in	your	life?	How	and	why?	What	did	Connor	say	our	reaction	or	response	should	be?



       
JESUS IS WORTH IT – Read: Acts 21:13-14

7.	 What	 is	Paul	saying	here,	and	why	did	he	react	 the	way	he	did	and	say	what	he	said?	Did	he	see	what	 the	
prophetic	words	were	saying	in	a	different	way	from	those	around	him?	If	so,	how,	and	why?	What	is	significant	
about	the	final	phrase	in	verse	14?	How	does	this	inform	our	lives	as	followers	of	Jesus?

8.	 What	was	Paul’s	mindset	about	‘strategic	sacrifice’?	Read	Philippians	3:7-9	–	how	does	Paul	characterize	his	
faith	–	his	position	in	Christ?	What	was	his	sacrifice?	And	in	Jesus’	own	words,	read	Matthew	13:44	and	45-46	
–	what	is	Jesus	saying?	What	is	the	sacrifice?	Finally,	read	Ephesians	4:20-24	for	another	perspective	about	
‘strategic	sacrifice’	–	what	is	Paul	saying	here	to	the	church	in	Ephesus?	Does	this	ring	true	for	you	as	well?

9.	 Pastor	Connor	said	that	Paul’s	reaction	and	words	could	be	simply	summarized	as,	“Because	Jesus	is	worth	it.”		
Do	you	see	this	as	well?	And	what	does	this	mean	for	your	life	as	a	follower	of	Jesus?	Do	you	hold	to	this	even	
in	tough	times	when	the	sacrifice	may	be	significant?	Who	do	you	lean	on	in	those	tough	times?	Does	that	make	
a	difference?	How	so?

PRAYER
As you consider Pastor Connor’s message today, consider the sacrifices that the earliest Christians made for 

what they believed and knew to be true and ask God to not only help you understand the sacrifices He is asking 
of you as a follower, but also how those sacrifices play into His Will for your life. Pastor Connor closed worship 

with a series of three prayers – a prayer of praise to God for His work in us and the world; a prayer of repentance 
for those things we need to ‘turn from’ so that we can ‘turn back’ to Him, and a prayer of invitation and acceptance 

for those who do not yet know Him. As you pray this coming week, seek God’s face in praise, repentance, and 
acceptance of Him in your life, and His Will for you. And, as always, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to 

hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in this world.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw



