
SERMON DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS AUGUST 22, 2021

Acts: The Kingdom Advances – Bragging and Knowing
Pastor Ron Schafer

WARM-UP
1. Even as followers of Jesus, we are tempted and prone to focus on our own wisdom, our own efforts, and our own 

material accumulation. We may call this bragging or boasting, and to a great degree, it is associated with pride.  
If you are willing, please share with the group the areas in your life where you have been boastful in those things 
of yourself, and talk about how, as a believer, you have wrestled with these areas. How has the Holy Spirit played 
a role in these aspects of your life, and have you found true direction and guidance from Him? If you have been 
tempted in these areas, how has the Holy Spirit helped you in times of temptation?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Ron focuses on a key aspect of our Christian walk: knowing and trusting God. Since we are 

humans, we are still enticed by the allure of pride – in particular, self-pride – and all that comes with it. Let’s 
explore how this challenges us and hurts us, even making us less effective for the Kingdom, but also exploring 
what God has to say about it and where His Will and Direction lead us if we will trust Him and truly know Him.

NO HIM – Read: Jeremiah 8:4-6; 8:12; 9:4-6 

2. Share together what we know about the prophet Jeremiah. Why was his prophetic work so crucial to the people 
of Judah and what God’s plan was all about?

3. What do these three passages in Jeremiah tell us – paint the picture of what’s going on and what God has to say 
about it? Do we see this happening in our world today? If so, how and why? If you had to summarize what God 
is saying through Jeremiah in one or two words, what would they be? Why?

  
TORN FROM HIM – Read: Jeremiah 9:23 

4. Pastor Ron summarized this verse in Jeremiah as if God is saying, ‘There are areas of your life that will tear you 
from Me.’ What does Ron mean by this? And what is the common thread found in these three areas of human 
endeavor?

5.	 Paraphrasing,	the	first	admonition	from	God	is,	‘don’t	boast	in	your	wisdom.’	What	does	this	mean?	How	does	
this manifest in our lives? Read Romans 1:21-22. How does Paul say it in this passage to the believers in Rome?  
Does this drive us away from God? Read Proverbs 9:10. What does this passage tell us? Is there a difference 
between	‘knowledge’	and	‘wisdom’	–	if	so,	what	is	it,	and	why	is	this	important?	Why	is	this	so	significant?

6. The second admonition from God is, ‘don’t boast in your strength.’ What does this mean? And how does this 
manifest in our lives – strength doesn’t mean just physical strength here – what else is included? How is this 
impactful in our lives as believers?



7.	 The	final	admonition	from	God	is,	‘don’t	boast	in	your	riches.’	What	does	this	mean	and	is	He	just	talking	about	
monetary riches? What else might be included? Read 1 Timothy 6:9-10. What is Paul telling Timothy here? And 
why is this so important?

8. Let’s look at it one other way – in his acclaimed book, The Purpose Driven Life, Pastor Rick Warren’s opening 
section of the book is entitled, “What on earth am I here for?” (this is also the subtitle of the entire book). Then, 
the	very	first	sentence	of	the	entire	book	is,	“It’s	not	about	you.”	What	does	Pastor	Warren	mean?	What	does	this	
say about us? About our life? And about our purpose? And how does this tie to the Jeremiah 9:23 passage?  

KNOW HIM – Read: Jeremiah 9:24

9. Now, in verse 24, God speaks the truth of His Will for humanity. What is the key phrase in this verse? Why?  
Pastor Ron goes on to ask us this key question – “Is there a difference between knowing stuff about God, and 
knowing God?” What do you think? Why is this important?

10. Ron shared perspectives from J. I. Packer, who said that those who ‘know God’ (1) think great thoughts of God; 
(2) show great boldness for God; and (3) have great contentment in God. What does J. I. Packer mean by this?  
And how do these attributes and actions of those who know God manifest themselves in the lives of believers?  
Do you have examples from your life or from the life of EAC?

11. Ron asked us to consider Paul’s words to the church in Philippi as a ‘litmus test’ of where we stand in this regard – 
read Philippians 3:1-11. What is Paul saying here? How would we describe our journey and walk with Him today?  
Can we say the same as Paul? Finally, in closing, read Philippians 3:12-14 – what is Paul saying here? Do you 
feel the same way in your walk with Jesus? Do Paul’s words here bring comfort and hope to you? How so?

PRAYER
As you consider Pastor Ron’s message today, pray that God, through the Holy Spirit, would walk with you daily to 

guard your hearts and minds from yourself – your desires, your motives, your actions – that tear you from Him, 
and keep you from trusting in Him, His Will for you and your life, and His plan for our gathering of believers at EAC.  
Pray that you would know Him better, understand Him better, and thus be able to share the Gospel of Him better to 
those who cross your paths in your daily life. Pray also that He would move you to pray more devotedly and study 

His word more faithfully, with an aim to ‘know Him’, not just know about Him. And, as always, pray that the Holy 
Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, 

feet and heart in this world.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw



