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Acts: The Kingdom Advances – A Redemptive Perspective
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WARM-UP
1.	 We	all	know	that	life	brings	challenges	–	and	some	of	them	are	significant.	And	our	response	to	the	challenges	

of	life	is	important,	and	our	response	matters.	If	you	are	willing	to	share,	would	you	talk	about	a	challenging	life	
experience,	and	how	you	interpreted	what	was	going	on	around	you,	and	how	that	informed	how	you	responded?		
Was	God	in	the	midst	of	your	situation?	If	so,	did	that	make	a	difference?	If	not,	did	that	make	a	difference?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Connor continues his preaching series on the New Testament Book, The Acts of the Apostles.  The 

focus for today are three episodes of Paul’s second missionary journey that were challenging, to say the least. And 
in each case, God brought a ‘redemptive perspective’ to those involved in a way that moved the story, seemingly, 

in a different, more positive direction. But as we know, God’s Will often works that way in our lives. Let’s see 
how this notion of ‘redemptive perspective’ fits into the next story of Paul’s work and how that impacted him and 

teaches us.

OUR NEED – HIS WILL – Read: Romans 8:26-28 

2.	 To	set	the	stage,	what	does	this	passage	in	Paul’s	letter	to	the	Christian	gatherings	in	Rome	say	or	mean	relative	
to	our	circumstances	and	His	Will?	And	maybe	more	importantly,	what	does	this	passage	not	say	or	mean?	And	
who	is	the	operative	person?	Why	is	this	important?

3.	 Pastor	 Connor	 shared	 a	 quote	 from	 Pastor	 Craig	 Groeschel:	 “We	 are	 not	 to	 interpret	 God	 through	 our	
circumstances,	but	rather	our	circumstances	through	God.”	What	does	Pastor	Groeschel	mean	by	this?	Do	you	
see	this	working	in	Paul’s	message	to	the	Roman	believers?

4.	 So,	to	be	clear,	as	Connor	said,	a	negative	turn	in	our	lives	is	still	a	negative	turn	–	we	can’t	‘sugar	coat’	tragedy.		
However,	as	he	went	on,	we	must	remember	that	we	believe	and	trust	that,	(1)	God	is	present	in	our	sufferings	
and	pain,	and	(2)	He	is	bringing	forth	something	positive	from	it	–	often	with	great	redemptive	potential.	What	
does	Connor	mean	by	this?	Have	you	experienced	this	before	in	your	life?

  
RELATIONAL STRUGGLE – Read: Acts 15:36-41 

5.	 What	does	this	passage	tell	us	about	the	beginnings	of	this	second	missionary	journey?	Why	are	these	points	
important?	As	humans,	relationship	conflict	is	hard	on	us,	sometimes	to	the	point	of	broken	relationships.	And	
yet,	is	there	redemptive	potential?	How	so?



6.	 And	what	redemptive	work	came	from	this	episode	at	the	beginning	of	the	journey?	And	why	is	this	important?		
Is	God’s	Will	being	done?	How	so?					

CIRCUMSTANTIAL STRUGGLE – Read: Acts 16:19-34

7.	 What	is	happening	in	this	passage?	What	are	the	circumstances	of	hardship,	pain,	and	suffering?	And	where	
was	 the	 redemptive	potential	brought	 forth,	and	where	did	 the	 redemptive	perspective	get	unleashed?	What	
difference	did	it	make?		

8.	 In	this	episode,	Connor	reminds	us	that	very	often,	God	redeems	tragedy	not	only	in	our	lives,	but	in	the	lives	of	
others	through	our	situations	–	do	you	see	that	here	in	this	story?	Does	that	ring	true	in	your	life?	How	so?

 
COMPOUNDING STRUGGLE – Read: Acts 17:1-14

9.	 What	 is	happening	 in	 this	passage?	 It	 seems	as	 though	Paul,	Silas,	 and	Timothy	 can’t	 catch	a	break	–	 the	
pursuers	are	hot	on	their	trail	–	and	the	struggle	is	compounding	on	itself.	Connor	suggested	to	us	that	sometimes	
the	redemptive	potential	is	played	out	immediately	or	quickly,	but	sometimes	it	takes	time	–	do	you	see	that	in	this	
story?	Have	you	seen	that	in	your	life?	How	so?

10.	Connor	also	suggested	that	sometimes,	we	simply	don’t	see	the	point,	or	the	redemptive	response,	and	yet,	as	
believers,	we	have	comfort	in	knowing	and	believing	that	God	is	still	right	there	in	the	midst	of	it	all	–	as	Christians,	
this	is	what	we	mean	by	hope.	Have	you	experienced	this	in	your	life?	How	so?

 

PRAYER
As you consider Pastor Connor’s message today, consider that as a believer, you will have suffering, pain and even 

tragedy in your life, and as this comes your way, pray that God’s Will in your life be done, that you would have a 
redemptive perspective in seeing and understanding His Will and Purpose in your life, and through the Holy Spirit, 
pray that all Glory would be given to Him even in the midst of tough times. Whether it be relational, circumstantial, 
or compounding struggles, pray that your connection and tie with Him would remain strong and secure, and upon 
that, pray that you would continue to have hope and His blessings. And, as always, pray that the Holy Spirit would 
give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart 

in this world.
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facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
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