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WARM-UP
1.	 We	have	all	likely	taken	‘traveling	trips’	in	the	past	–	journeys	that	involve	driving,	sailing,	flying,	or	maybe	even	

hiking,	or	a	combination	of	these	ways.	These	are	trips	that	are	more	than	‘just	around	town’	or	over	to	a	close-
by	friend	or	family	member.	They	involve	days,	or	weeks,	or	even	months,	in	some	cases.	What	is	(or	are)	some	
of	your	most	memorable	‘traveling	trips’,	and	why?	Did	any	of	these	trips	ever	involve	not	really	knowing	your	
intermediate	stops,	or	plans,	or	even	your	final	destination?	What	were	those	trips	like,	and	was	it	by	choice	or	
just	how	the	trip	had	to	occur?	How	did	that	go	for	you?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Connor asks us to consider our situation as American Christians – what do we consider as our ‘final 
destination’ or our ‘home’ – is it here and now, or is it beyond this earthly life? And do we live as Christ would have 

us live in that respect? Let’s examine these questions, see what we think, and see where we stand.

WHERE’S OUR CITIZENSHIP? – Read: Philippians 3:12-21

2.	 While	we	have	our	problems	and	issues	as	a	nation,	being	an	American	today	is	a	privilege	known	around	the	
world.	If	we	are	honest	with	ourselves,	we	know	that.	However,	as	Pastor	Connor	said	to	us,	that	presents	a	
major	challenge	for	American	Christians	–	the	privileges	and	comforts	of	this	American	life	lead	to	the	temptation	
to	think	of	this	life	as	our	home	–	but	ultimately,	it	is	not!	What	does	the	passage	from	Paul’s	letter	to	the	church	
in	Philippi	say	about	this?	Do	you	see	Paul’s	‘citizenship’	and		‘journeying’	language	–	where	and	how?	And	what	
do	we	take	from	this	passage	for	ourselves	today	as	believers?	Where	is	our	citizenship	located?	Where	do	we	
call	home?	Do	you	struggle	with	this	notion,	or	is	it	comforting,	or	maybe	a	bit	of	both?				

  
WHAT’S PRIMARY? WHAT’S SECONDARY? 

3.	 As	Connor	mentioned,	 it	 is	 interesting	to	note	that	Paul	had	dual	earthly	citizenship	–	he	was	a	Jew	by	birth,	
lineage,	and	upbringing,	 in	 the	 tribe	of	Benjamin,	utterly	 faithful	 to	God,	but	also	a	Roman	citizen	by	 familial	
connections	and	placement?	But	clearly	by	the	first	Philippians	passage	above,	he	saw	himself,	and	all	believers,	
with	a	heavenly	citizenship,	which	is	primary.	How	do	you	process	this	notion	of	‘dual	citizenship’	for	yourself	as	a	
believer?	Does	this	ring	true,	as	it	did	for	Paul	–	if	so,	how?	Read	Philippians	3:4b-9	–	do	you	see	further	evidence	
here	as	to	Paul’s	perspective	about	his	citizenships?

4.	 Pastor	Connor	asked	us	to	consider	where	we	place	our	allegiance(s)	relative	to	our	citizenship.	And	that,	as	
believers,	we	should	have	a	primary	allegiance	to	the	Kingdom	of	God	and	yet	we	may	also	have	secondary	
allegiance(s)	–	what	are	your	thoughts	about	this	notion?	He	said	this	moves	to	a	 logical	conclusion	of,	“Our	
primary	citizenship	deserves	our	primary	allegiance.”	Does	this	ring	true	in	your	life?	If	so,	in	what	ways?



ARE WE PILGRIMS, SOJOURNERS, STRANGERS? – Read: Hebrews 11:13-16 and 1 Peter 2:11

5.	 So,	if	our	primary	citizenship	is	in	Heaven	with	allegiance	to	God,	what	does	our	life	as	a	believer	here	on	earth	
look	like?	Pastor	Connor	said	that	we	are	pilgrims,	sojourners,	or		strangers	(aliens),	and	our	time	on	earth	is	
a	 journey,	a	pilgrimage,	a	sojourn.	 In	other	words,	 this	 life	 is	not	 the	 ‘final	destination’.	And	he	asked	us	 this	
key	question	–	“Do	we	see	our	lives	that	way?”	How	do	you	answer	that	question?	What	does	the	Hebrews	11	
passage	tell	us	about	this	notion?	What	is	the	‘better	country’?	

6.	 Read	Ephesians	2:11-22.	What	is	Paul	telling	the	church	in	Ephesus	about	their	journey	on	earth	together,	and	
also	about	their	future	destination?	Does	this	ring	true	to	us	today?	How	so?	

7.	 So,	Connor	suggests	that	this	begs	the	question,	“If	we’re	journeying	to	our	final	home,	does	this	earthly	trip	even	
matter?”	The	answer	is	a	resounding,	‘Yes!’	Read	1	Peter	2:9-10	&	12,	and	2	Corinthians	5:1-10.	What	do	these	
passages	from	Peter	and	Paul	tell	us	about	why	our	journey	matters	and	about	our	final	destination,	Home	with	
Him?

8.	 Pastor	Brent	Crowe	puts	it	this	way	“Our	pilgrimage	has	a	destination	and	focusing	on	the	destination	empowers	
us	to	be	helpful	along	the	way.”	What	does	this	mean	to	you?	Read	Matthew	5:13-16	and	Matthew	28:18-20.What	
does	Jesus	tell	us	about	why	our	journey	matters?	Do	we	see	that	in	God’s	plan,	He	has	work	for	us	to	do	for	His	
Glory?	How	so?										

PRAYER
As you consider Pastor Connor’s message, reflect on the words of his benediction as he closed worship for us – 
Remember the Pilgrimage! This city, this state, this nation isn’t home – we are citizens of the Heavenly Country, 

and yet we have a journey to make, and that journey, led by the Holy Spirit, matters greatly! It is a journey of 
showing God’s love for all, through our own faith, hope and love in Him and for Him. Prayerfully consider what it 
means to live this earthly journey to our ultimate home in generosity to others, self-sacrifice for others, care for 
others, and sharing the Good News with others. And, as always, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to 
hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in this world.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

