
ACTS: The Kingdom Advances – The Cornerstones of the Culture
Elder Jay Bryant

WARM-UP
1. As we look across our culture today, particularly that of the west, what do we see – what things are faithful to 

God’s plan and what things are not? From a Biblical perspective, let alone a moral or human perspective, many 
areas of the world seem in decline. And it seems like the problem is not just ‘over there’ like maybe it has been in 
the past (from our perspective in America). As Christians, what is our take on this decline? How has it happened 
or how is it happening, and why? What is God’s intention for believers’ roles in the midst of this decline, and how 
do we approach our role? Is there hope in midst of darkness? If so, how, and why?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Elder Jay Bryant preached from the Psalms, and focused on what should be the ‘cornerstones of our 

culture’ today. But as he shared, it seems like in our culture, some of these cornerstones are crumbling or cracked, 
and that should be of concern to all believers. But is it? And if it is, what do we do about it and where does God 
lead us in these times? Elder Jay said he “longs to see our country return to Jesus” and as such, he explores 
these ‘cornerstones’ from several perspectives – but ultimately, we have to ask ourselves about our own faith 

journey relative to the culture of the world and our role in His Plan, His Will, and His Kingship. Psalm 128 includes 
an important progression of truth that includes ‘cornerstones’ at each stage – from the individual to the family, to 
the church, to the city and then to the nation – but to begin, first read Acts 4:11-12. Then read the entire passage 

for today’s message – Psalm 128:1-6.

THE CHURCH IS THE CORNERSTONE OF THE NATION – Read: Psalm 128:5-6

2.	 Jay	summarizes	the	first	cornerstone	this	way	–	“So	goes	the	church,	so	goes	the	nation.”	If	you	have	a	‘sick’	
church, you have a ‘sick’ nation; if you have a worldly church, you have a worldly nation; if you have an ungodly 
church, you have an ungodly nation. What does he mean by this? Do we see this today? How so?

3. Read 2 Chronicles 7:14. What does this passage say about the gathered people of God and their situation before 
Him? Is this a lesson for us today? How so?

4.	 Jay	shared	a	quote	by	19th	century	statesman	Daniel	Webster:	“If	the	power	of	the	Gospel	is	not	felt	throughout	the	
length and breadth of the land, anarchy and misrule, degradation and misery, corruption and darkness will reign 
without	mitigation	or	end.”	What	is	your	take	on	Webster’s	quote?	How	does	this	relate	to	this	first	cornerstone?

5.	 Jay	said,	“What	the	Church	offers	the	culture	is	the	Gospel,	pure	and	simple.”	Read	Matthew	5:13-14	–	what	do	
these two verses tell us about the role of the Gospel, the believer, and thus the Church, in the culture? How so?



THE HOME IS THE CORNERSTONE OF THE CHURCH – Read: Psalm 128:2-4 

6.	 Jay	summarizes	this	second	cornerstone	this	way	–	“So	goes	the	home,	so	goes	the	church.”	What	does	Jay	
mean by this? How is this played out in today’s culture, both positively and negatively? Does EAC have a role to 
play in this regard? If so, how? Do you have a role to play in this regard? If so, how?  

7.	 Jay	shared	a	quote	from	19th	century	preacher	Thomas	Talmage:	“A	church	within	a	church,	a	republic	within	a	
republic, a world within a world, is spelled out in the word ‘Home’. If things go right there, they go right everywhere.  
The	door	seal	of	the	dwelling	house	is	the	foundation	of	the	church	and	the	state.”	What	is	your	take	on	Talmage’s	
quote? How does it relate to this second cornerstone? Jay also suggested that every major social ill that we face 
in this country (and around the world) is, at its root cause, from an attack on the home (directly or indirectly) – 
what does he mean by this? What are examples of this in our culture of America?    

THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE CORNERSTONE OF EVERYTHING – Read: Psalm 128:1

8. We understand that ‘the fear of the LORD’ is not an emotion that makes one run away or cower, but rather is an 
acknowledgement of God’s central place, power, and holiness, and a reverence towards His sovereignty. The 
third	and	final	cornerstone	on	which	everything	else	depends	is,	‘the	fear	of	the	LORD’.	What	does	verse	1	say?		
What does this verse mean?

9.	 How	many	times	in	this	brief	Psalm	is	the	word	“blessed”	or	“bless”	used?	What	does	that	tell	you?	Who	is	doing	
the blessing? Who is blessed? How does the blessing happen?

10.	It	is	upon	this	final	‘cornerstone’	that	everything	else	in	the	passage	depends	–	without	it,	the	rest	of	the	Psalm	
ceases to exist. What is your take on this? Do you see the connections? Read Proverbs 9:10; Proverbs 1:7; 
Proverbs 10:27; Proverbs 14:27; Isaiah 33:6. What do these passages tell us and what are the connections?

11.	Jay’s	final	point	is	that	if	we	lose	the	fear	of	the	LORD,	at	all	levels	of	the	progression,	we	lose	everything	–	do	
you see this playing out in today’s culture? Do we see it locally? If we are honest, do we, even as believers, 
sometimes waver on our fear of the LORD? 

PRAYER
As you consider Elder Jay’s message today, prayerfully consider the ‘cornerstones’ of your faith and the ultimate 

Cornerstone, the ‘fear of the LORD’. To help guide your prayers, consider and pray over the following three 
passages:

Psalm 33:12, “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom he has chosen as his heritage!” 
Ephesians 2:19-21, “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being 

the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.”  
Acts 4:11-12, “This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone.  

And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must 
be saved.”

Pray that God would continue to show you and lead you, through the Holy Spirit, to His ways, His plan, and His will 
for your life so that we can share the Gospel in our homes, our neighborhoods, our city, our nation, and the world.  
And, as always, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call 

to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in this world.



In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

