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ACTS: The Kingdom Advances – The Father’s Love
Pastor David Epstein

WARM-UP
1. As Christians, we believe in one God, existing in three persons – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit – the 

Trinity. How do you understand the Trinity? Is it a notion that is comfortable for you in your understanding, or does 
it pose questions, or even confusion? As a group, talk through this a bit. And now, on this Father’s Day 2021, what 
does it mean to you to call God, “Father”? Is this something that comes easily and naturally, or is it challenging 
at times? How so and in what ways? What are the attributes of God the Father that, as a believer, bring you joy, 
hope and comfort? Do you think Jesus sees and knows the Father that way too? Why and how?

DIGGING DEEPER
In the four Gospel accounts, Jesus’ most used expression for Heavenly God was “Father”. He referred to God 

as His father over 150 times, and He spoke of God as being Our Father 30 times. And Scripture records several 
instances where Jesus uses the Aramaic word, Abba, which means ‘father’ in its most personal and loving way. In 
fact, He only spoke of Heavenly God as God a handful of times when He was quoting and using Old Testament 

Scripture (most famously when He was on the cross uttering the words of Psalm 22, in complete human 
desperation as He took on the sins of humanity). Today, Pastor Epstein asks us to consider the love we have from 
the Father, and the nature of that love as believers. This leads us to consider His Grace, His Mercy and His Will for 
our lives. Let’s explore this in more detail, particularly as it relates to our salvation, which is assured in three ways.

THE FATHER’S LOVE – JESUS’ DEATH FOR A REASON

2. Pastor David opened his message with a question for us – as believers, can we lose God’s love, His forgiveness, 
or our salvation? In other words, can we be lost, then found, then lost again? Or can we be blind, then see, 
then be blind again? Or can we be born again, then have that birth reversed? Pastor David shares with us three 
truths that answer this question, ‘No’. As he said, “Once we know the love of the Father, we are assured forever.”  
Different Christian faith traditions answer this question differently – what is your overall take on this notion? Is it 
one you struggle with or is it one that you have trust in and have come to believe? How and why? 

3.	 In	this	first	truth,	Pastor	David	teaches	that	we	have	God’s	love	forever	and	our	salvation	is	assured	because	the	
death of Jesus was not in vain. Read John 10:11 and John 10:27-28a. Who is speaking? Who is He speaking 
to?  Do you see the purpose statements made in these verses? How so? Now read John 6:37-40 and 51 – what 
do these verses say? Do they reveal Jesus’ purpose in His death?

4.	 Read	John	10:12-18.	Pastor	David	said	that	Jesus’	death	was	totally	selfless,	it	was	inclusive,	and	it	was	voluntary	
– do you see these three truths of Jesus’ death that assure us that He did not die in vain?   

  



THE FATHER’S LOVE – JESUS’ PROMISES KEPT 

5. In this second truth, Pastor David teaches that we have God’s love forever and our salvation is assured because 
Jesus’ promises are not in doubt. He said that “Jesus doesn’t make promises He can’t keep.” Read again John 
10:27-28a – focus on the word ‘never’. Pastor David shared with us the ‘emphatic negation’ nature of this use of 
Greek here – the ‘ou mae’ rendition – the ‘never ever’ – the ‘under no circumstances’ – the ‘not possible’ version 
– so what does this mean in terms of Jesus’ promise in this passage?   

6. Read Hebrews 10:12-14, Philippians 1:6 and Romans 8:1. What do these passages tell us about the promises 
of	Jesus	through	the	Father’s	love?	Do	you	see	that	for	believers,	if	we	know	Him,	we	will	be	Glorified	–	and	that	
even though we haven’t experienced that yet, it is done (past tense)! How can that be?

7. Read Ephesians 1:13-14. What do you see in these passages about the assurance of Jesus’ promises? And 
what does this passage tell us about the role of the Holy Spirit? Why is this important?

THE FATHER’S LOVE – JESUS’ POWER TRANSFORMS

8. In this third truth, Pastor David teaches that we have God’s love forever and our salvation is assured because 
the power of Jesus is not in question. Read John 10:27-30. What does the passage tell us about the power of the 
Son and of the Father? Why is this important?  

9.	 In	our	Justification	as	believers,	we	are	also	a	gift	to	the	Son	from	the	Father,	and	a	gift	to	the	Father	from	the	
Son. Read John 6:37 and Revelation 5:9. What do these passages tell us about the power of God the Father and 
God the Son, and us?

PRAYER
As you consider Pastor David’s message, reflect on and prayerfully consider your Heavenly Father’s love for you, 
and the assurance that, through His Grace, His love, His forgiveness, and your salvation through Jesus’ death and 
resurrection will always be yours. Pray that God the Father would continue to show you and lead you, through the 

Holy Spirit, to His ways, His plans, and His will for your life so that you can share the Gospel in your neighborhood, 
your city, and places where you work and play. And, as always, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to 
hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in this world.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw
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https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

