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ACTS: The Kingdom Advances – A Church on Mission
Pastor Connor Neigenfind

WARM-UP
1. Pastor Connor opened his message by sharing the calling of God for his life, and the fact that on several 

occasions along the way, over several years, God spoke to him, in ways he knew were real and profound.  
Connor summed this up simply this way – “Sometimes, God speaks!” Has God spoken to you in unmistakable 
ways? If so, describe the circumstances and the message(s). What was your reaction? Did it change your life, or 
direction, or plans? Has He spoken to you in different ways? How so? If so, did the differences matter? How? 

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Connor continues his preaching series on the New Testament Book, The Acts of the Apostles. In this 
message, Connor explores the story of the initiation of Paul’s missional work to the world. The way this work was 
started is incredibly significant. Let’s dig in to see the profound nature of these beginnings and what it means for 

us today.

GOD SPEAKS – THE MISSION PREPARED – Read: Acts 11:19-26

2. This passage recalls the beginning phases of the church in Antioch. Describe what we know about this city and 
the gathering of believers there? Why are the characteristics of this city and this gathering of believers important 
to the growth of the church and the spread of the Gospel? What parallels does this have for us relative to our 
situation in the world today?

3.	 Describe	the	story	of	this	passage.	What	happened	and	why?	What	are	the	significant	points	of	what’s	happening	
here – in particular, in verse 20, what were they preaching about and to whom? And what was the result?

4.	 Further	on	in	this	passage,	who	is	sent	to	Antioch	by	the	Jerusalem	church?	Why	is	this	significant?	And	what	
happens? From our previous study, in particular, why did Barnabas go to Tarsus to get Saul? And what was the 
result? And in verse 26, what did Barnabas and Saul do and for how long? And why is this important? What does 
this tell you about the importance of preparation for the work God gives us to do?

  
GOD SPEAKS – THE MISSION GIVEN – Read:  Acts 13:1-2 

5. What do we know about the people described in verse 1? Just from this group of named people, what can we 
surmise about the leadership of the gathering in Antioch?  

6.	 In	verse	2a,	what	was	happening?	What	 is	 the	significance	of	 fasting?	And	what	happened	while	 they	were	
worshiping	and	fasting?	Why	is	this	significant?	What	does	this	tell	you	about	the	work	of	the	Holy	Spirit?	Does	
this happen in the church today?    



7.	 Connor	shared	a	quote	from	New	Testament	scholar	Clinton	E.	Arnold:	“What	is	significant	to	notice	here	is	that	
the	choosing	of	Saul	and	Barnabas	is	not	due	to	the	church’s	careful	planning	or	strategizing.	The	Holy	Spirit	
directly leads the church to send these two men out on an important mission.” What is Dr. Arnold saying here?  
Why does this matter? How does it relate to the calling that was given? Again, how does this relate to the work 
of	the	Holy	Spirit	in	today’s	church?

GOD SPEAKS – THE MISSION SUPPORTED – Read:  Acts 13:3

8. What do we learn in this verse about the role of the gathering in Antioch for the calling that was given to Barnabas 
and Saul? Why is this important? Is the order of events in verse 2b and 3 important? Why? And is what happened 
in	verse	3	needed	for	the	response	of	those	called	to	do	God’s	will	in	the	church	today?	If	so,	why?

9. Connor suggested that the calling of Barnabas and Saul would have been bittersweet for the gathering in Antioch  
–	how	so?	What	does	this	tell	us	about	God’s	plan	for	the	Gospel,	particularly	relative	to	Jesus’	‘Great	Commission’	
and	‘Ascension	Command’?

10. Connor shared a quote from Pastor and scholar R. C. Sproul: “The church-growth movement is always and 
everywhere	asking,	‘what	do	the	people	want?’	The	issue	is,	what	does	God	want?”	What	is	Pastor	Sproul	saying	
here? Why is this important?      

11. Connor concluded by asking us a question – “Are you willing to listen to what God has to say when He speaks, and 
go	wherever	He	tells	you	to	go?”	What	is	your	response?	What	depends	on	your	response?	Is	that	significant?		
How so?         

PRAYER
As you consider Pastor Connor’s message today, reflect on and prayerfully consider your willingness to listen to 

God when He speaks to you. Ask Him to grant you wisdom and knowledge to know and understand what He is 
saying to you, asking you to consider, and urging you to do, all for His Glory and the advancement of His Kingdom.  

Like Barnabas and Saul, pray that God would continue to show you and lead you, through the Holy Spirit, to His 
ways, His plan, and His will for your life so that you can share the Gospel in your neighborhood, your city, and 

places where you work and play. And, as always, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, 
and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in this world.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

