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ACTS: The Kingdom Advances – Jesus Changes People
Pastor Connor Neigenfind

WARM-UP
1. As you have lived your life, do you recall a time when your ‘position’ or ‘identity’ changed immediately (or nearly 

so)? What was that experience and what were the circumstances? Is that change still with you today, or have 
other changes come that have replaced or overshadowed the original change? For many folks, change is difficult 
and challenging – how would you say you handle change generally? Why?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Connor continues his preaching series on the New Testament Book, The Acts of the Apostles. Last 
week, we studied the most dramatic change in a person’s life imaginable with the story of Saul’s conversion and 

calling. Today, Connor explores the change that comes next for Saul, what he did, and why he did it. Let’s find out 
what this new Christian’s change looks like – and what it means for us.

CHANGE RIGHT AWAY – Read: Acts 9:19b-21

2. After his conversion, what did Saul do, who did he do it with, and where did he do it? What is significant about all 
of this considering Saul’s past and his change?

3. His change was immediate – he changed identity, belief, and purpose – what is the theological term that we use 
to define this change in a person who comes to faith in Jesus and places their trust in Him? And what does this 
term mean? Is it a conditional change or a positional change? Why? Is this Good News? Why is this important in 
today’s world and in our lives as believers?   

CHANGE OVER TIME – Read: Acts 9:22 

4. What does this verse tell us about the nature of Saul’s progression in faith? Why is this important? And what is 
the theological term that we use to define this change in a believer over time? And what does this term mean?  
And is it a conditional change or a positional change? Why? Is this Good News? Why?  

5. Read Philippians 3:12-16. What is the background and circumstances of this letter? What is the ‘this’ that Paul is 
referencing in verse 12? And what is Paul telling the gathering in Philippi in this passage? Is he speaking about 
this Christian change over time? How so?     



CHANGE FOR THE LONG HAUL – Read: Philippians 3:17-21

6. Now Paul gives the Philippi gathering ‘the method’ that he urges them to follow – what is it? And what, for the 
believer, does this type of change for the long haul bring (verses 20 and 21)? What theological term do we use 
to define this final change in our life in Christ? And what do we understand the characteristics of this final change 
to be? How do we know? Is this Good News? If so, why?

7. So, the question Connor leaves us with today, as believers, is, ‘What is the trajectory of your faith? Are you 
changing? Are you growing?” How would you answer those questions? Are you growing ‘onward and upward’?  
If so, in what ways? If not, why not? Are there barriers to your growth? If so, how do you address them? When 
Jesus changes people, He doesn’t leave us alone – how so? – and why is this important? And we can ask these 
questions collectively, for EAC, as well? How would you answer these questions for EAC? Why is this important?  
How is personal growth tied into collective growth? And why does this matter?    

PRAYER
As you consider Connor’s message today and the changes in our lives as believers, reflect on and 

prayerfully consider your current status with God on His mission for your life – are you growing in Him; 
are you changing for Him?  If you need help in your growth, ask Him to help you and reveal opportunities 

to you through the Holy Spirit.  And also pray to Him to show you how He wants to use you through 
the work of the Holy Spirit, particularly as you interact with others, and particularly as you interact with 

those who do not yet know Jesus – who have not yet had their ‘immediate change’.  And pray that He will 
continue to reveal how your faith can grow, mature, and deepen through time, to be the witness He calls 
all of us to be.  Finally, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to 

respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in this world.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

